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INTRODUCTION. 


Taz Correspondence, of which the following 
Letters make a part, was intercepted at different 
periods, by the Turkish and English ships of war. 
It consists of Official and Private Letters, whose 
contents, perhaps, like those of a thousand others, 
of our cruizers, would have remained a secret to all 
but Government, had not the French, by holding 
out, first, a false account of the motive of this 


famous Expedition, and then, by spreading the mt 


absurd and exaggerated accounts of its success; 
rendered it necemary to undeceive Europe, (ﬆill 
trembling at the tale), by proving from their own 
Statements, that what began in wickedness and 
1 
despair. 
the reltiades tees hes Gated wan, 
the next step was to make such a selection from 
the voluminous Correspondence in the hands of 
tity, or indulging a prurient inclination for scanda- 
" | 
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and intrigue, could yer leave aniding's de defies 


with respect to the real situation of the Army in 
Egpyt; its views and successes, its miseries and dis- 
appointments. For this purpose, every thing that 
was not illustrative of one or other of those objects 
was suppressed: all private Letters, unless inti- 
mately connected with the end in view, were pass- 


ed over; and even those of Bonaparte (which have, 


hh mp Avro pen 
upon by those fervid champions of decency, the 
Oppoainon Wriers* though not strictly and 


. The following paragraphs are taken from the Marning 


| Chronicle. We might have produced a hundred more of the 
same Rind, but these we think will be sufficient to convince = 


the reader, of the superior delicacy” of that paper. When 
he has considered them well, he will not be disinclined, per- 
haps, to felicitate the French ladies, on the letters of their 


lovers and friends. having luckily escaped such - delicate,” | 


and honourable hands ! 

It is not very creditable to the generosity of Office, that 
the private letters from Bonaparte and his Army to their 
friends in France, which were intercepted, should be pub- 
 lished. it derogates from the character of a nation to de- 
zcend to such 
parte to his Brother, complaining of the profiigncy of his 
wife; another from young Beauharnois, expressing his hopes 
that his dear Mamma is not so wicked as he is represented! 
Such are the precious secrets which, to breed mischief in 
private families, is to be publiched in French and Englizh Y” 
. Nor, 324. 

1 


abs 


One of these letters is from Bona- * 


W Mi 
ee publie, were laid 
aside with the rest. We tust that we have not 
admitted any thing: that ean raise a blush on the 
| . W tans 
us 263 
| We might egg, d. ese but 


ae rear 2 boa wm and applause, 


and error, and: minreptceentation ; we do not think 
we hall render an unaeceptable service 2 
reader, by enlarging a Rule on the subject. ? 
Tue Franch have long turned their eyes towards 
 Egype. --The sanguine disposition of their Consuls 
in the Levant, had minivtered with admirable effect; 
to the eredulity, and avarice, and ambition, of this 
restless nation, by asvurifig them that Egypt was the 
Paradixe.of the Lan, tbe key of the treavures of the 
— — — 
cc 
re 
Officers are full.” | [New 25. 
a Toe private coprexpondence of Bonaparte's s Officers, is 8 
| curious specimen of public intelligence. It reminds us 0 
| the weak and impolitic Ministry who periecuted Wir ens. 
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be kept ! There was not a Frenchman under.the 
old regimen, who was not fully persuaded of the 
truth of all this ; and certainly they have lost no- 
rn > preg a 
dulity, under the new. 
What plans the Monarchy wight have devized 
for gaining possession of this © Paradise, we know 
not. It could not hope to effect it by force. But 


the present rulers of France, who have trampled'on 


the powers of the Continent too long, and with too 


much impunity, to think it necessary to manage 
them now, could have no apprehensions of reast- 


ance to their measures, and were not likely to be 
_——_— N e 


| ever purpose they had in view. 


Egypt, however, though said and believed to 
be a rich country, promised no immediate supplies 


of plinder; and the project for scizing it would 


still have remained in the port-folio of Citizen 
Talleyrand, had not a circumstance happened that 
made its peedy adoption a measure of necessity. 

Every one knows that the Directory long since 


engaged to make a free gift to the army, of a thou- 
and million livres, at the conclusion of a general 


to have forgotten; till the necexzity of attaching the 
troops to their interests, and thus enabling them to 
perfect the Revolution of the 18th Fructidor, made 


it necezzary for the Triumvirate to renew their pro- 


>. . 
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wiz, and ts revive the languid expectation ofthe 


* 
a a 


eternal disgrace of Bonaparte, was permitted to 
e 


LE whole pover of the uae, 


$ They bad no money to give; but it was not expe- 


EFS their 
cim in a portion of the millard became doubly 
valid, and as the war in Italy was now supposed to 


: be at amend, thoumads of them remracd es France 
d claim it. 


Hes began the difficulties of the Directory. 


dient to confess it: and the expedition to Egypt 
expedient for quieting the present ' clamour, and 
providing for forty thousand veteran troops, inured 
to plunder, and inpatient of controul; who were 


too sensible of their merits, to be quietly laid aside; 


and 00 urgent in their demands, to be cajoled 


with empty promises. 


Hence are the expedition 10 Egypt. The 
plunder of the Venitian docks and arsenals, had 


fortunately furnished them with a vast quantity of 


naval stores, and with several ships of the line, 
frigates, &c. With the former, they fitted out the 
vessels in the port of T ; and they collected 


transports from every quarter. While these prepa- 


. 
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rations were going on, the cupidity-and andour of 


the troops were artfully inflamed by ambignaus 
hints af an expedition that was to etlipse, in imtne- 
| 1 


2 — a 


it was), artists of all kinds, chymists, botaniety, merh- 
herd ofthe pyro technical zcbool in protligibus 


numbers. and we know not what quantities at people 
calling themselves Savans, were collected from 


every part. of France, and driven to. Toulon in 


Shoals. — When all these were saſely .cmbarked; 
Bonapatte astembled the Ithlian army, (amennting 
10 22,000-men}, and after gravely promiunÞ thei 
on hs haun which he observed had ever been 
zacred, that they should each zeceive on their return 
money enough to purchase. s acres and'a half of 


might have disquieted the Directory if they bad been 
saffered o remain in Europe, and who will now 
— with cir formate — to faves 
the vultures of Grand Cairo. 

| We ahall not ach to notice the capture, as it is 
called, of Maka,* nor the various gambols that 


+ » That event had been secured before Bonaparte left 


more of the army of Jtaly—sturdy beggars, who 


a 


Toulon, by the intrigues and largesses of Poussielgue: these F 


4 
: 
9 
0 | 
0 
7 
. 


| 
' 


mander in Chief * to the meanest soldier in the 
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vere played by this umvicldy atinanient in the 


Mediterranean, but having conducted it in safety to 
Alexandria, return to make 4 few miscellaneous 
observations on its outset, supposed destination, &c. 

The first circumstance that strikes us, is the ex- 
treme ignorance of the French, with regard to the 
country they were going to desolate and destroy. 
Thiy had had motile hh fo pits Thr ade 


and yet they appear to have known no more of its 


interior, than the inhabitants of the moon. This 


atrthy, all was darkiness, and blind confidence in the 
blindest of guides! 
The © Saar were not a whit beter informed 


We 
* And stately fanes, and cities fd with gods :—* 


and like him 100, we imagine; they bave found a 


5 general conflagration, and a wer! 


Now we have mentioned these men, it may not 


be amiss to inquire into the services the genetal 


* 
= 

2 

? 


have been since laid open by the Baill Teignie, and others ; 


and made the Subject of a formal accusation against the 


Grand Master Hompesch, by the nights who have taken | 


refuge in Germany, Russia, . 
In a letter of Bonaparte's to the Directory; dated July 
6th, he gays. ** this country is any thing but what travellers, 
and story tellers represent it to be.” 


— 
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literature of Europe is likely to derive from their 
exertions ; services, be it remembered, for which 
the Directory, who forced them on board, have 
already received the felicitation of all the © friends 
of liberty.” 
The inquiry will be chort. All the mention we 
find of them, from the hour of their - embarkation 
to the present, is contained in Berthier's letter to 
| the Consuls of the Roman Republic. © The S. 
vans Monge, Bertolet, Boursienne, &c. says he, 
* fought with the greatest courage; they did not 
quit the General's side during any part of the action, 
and they proved . 
batting THE ENEMIES OF THEIR COUNTRY,* 
every Frenchman is a soldier, &. 

Thus we find that the © eulightened geniuses of the 
eighteenth century,” who were to explore the con- 
ﬆtruction of the Pyramids, to dive into the Cata- 
combs, to wind through the mazes of the sacred 

labyrinth, to dig up the mystic volumes gf Hermes, 
and, in a word, to roam © with free foot” from the 


* The cant of the French is even more shocking than 
their enormities. They invade a friendly country, which 
they wantonly devote to pillage and devastation ; and the 
leaders of this ferocious horde of savages have the detest- 
able insolence to call the unoffending people whom they are 
exterminating for the crime of endeavouring to protect their 
lives and properties, and who are utterly and alike ignorant 
n Tus ENEMIES 


or France.” 


decome mere men of blood, obliged to cling to the 
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Cataracts to the seven mouths of the Nile; are 


troops for protection, and unable to advance a tingle 
arp to the right or left, beyond the reach. of the 
musquetry or cannon of the army! | 
But the iber y diepleyed in the ounce ofthis 
strange expedition, is not more extraordinary than 
the obstinacy with which it has been held up to the 
admiration.of Europe. Either ignorance, or fear, 
or Jacobinism; has been always at hand to suggest 
a greatness of plan, where there was little, in fact, 
but blind hazard—to whisper a combination of 
means amidst the want of every thing, and to pro- 
mise infallible success to men whose every se 
was attended with destruction and despair! -. 
5 While the army. was yet on its way to ihe place 
of its destination, the old plans of the French Go- 
vernment were in every mouth; and the wisdom 
was loudly applauded which was to attach the Beys 
to the invader, crush the dominion of the Porte, 
and secure the country for ever to the © Great 
Nation.” 

Bonaparte arrives, and revemes the whole scheme. 
The Beys are now to be crusbed, because they 
alone have the power to resist: and the sovercignty 
of Constantinople is to be upheld, because it is in- 
efficient. The applause was louder than before ! 
{ *© Better and better still,“ cried the gagacious disco- 
verers of deep design in all the bedlam tricks of 
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Tinte: © that country will gain more this way 
Git Vther—® Vive ls Republique!” 

Again, whey it was founl that no linpressiOn but 
hiladf hhived and hactifey, were inal on the ha- 


tives of Egypt, and iat e toriquetor barely held the 
——————— j — 


made acquaitred with another and a greater scheme; 
which we were 


nuitze one, and which could wet fail of suetess! 


Whit was not done in Egypt, might be d6he in 
Persia: The inhabitants of the southern coats of 


dat ebuntry were opportunely discovered to bave 
be primitree rehgion of the Arabs, before it was 
Itſeied with Mahomnetanisth ; and with them; 
« through ibe wenns ef their venttuble-Putriared;” 
Bontpanee, it wks knevn, bed lang siner been in 
The clue of ide e ade 
hieb had 50 moch puzzled inankind; whs at lefgth 
discovered! Arabia was to be rentored to liberty 
and Happiness, by the arms of France, acting on 
ene Side of it, and by these innumerable and faithful 
auxiliaries, on the other. The rest was plain enough. 
Arabia being once organized, and in possession of 
a Directory and two Councils, a free passage to 
India was afforded, of course, through Mekran, 
the region of friends and philozophers, and the 
* tyrant of the ta,” driven with disgrace from 
| Caleuta! 

n would be ruperſluous ib tend our readers to 


«ficudly cured wis the ovly gel | 


* 
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any awhoy- of credit, for a refutation. of all thit | 


abeurdity y-which yet has betw--dwelt on, by the 
friends of. Francegwithicomplacericy antdillight-<: 
but if they ighould-happen: 10 look. inac-Niichbuy; 
they will fuid; Iban hr HA wild Atabs; 

2 poor, 2 miserable, —————— } 
ond ee quyur ll. eee n. 
aparte, are:toxhffusr n 
weer beni tern word? Ws 


— ofthe Geneeat's | 


plans of conquent, that 3s 50 highly amd 20 jay 
_ edichraidi: hiv-capitity of legidlating far the c- 
. 

plause 3; and ds admirert would wink they insured 
his reputation, -if they forbope to mentidn, that h 
added che pojitical 3 
tary, «ience of Alexander. 1 

 The-rader-atll find (No. X.) a Lener bes 
.. „ 
Organization of Egypt;” if be vill look carefully 
int this, and into another curious Paper (Appen- 
dix, No. VIII.) he will be inclined, we think, to 
_ abate of his admiration for this new 
Solon. 

eme 
— proverbially great ; yer they axe to change 
them at a word | The dimplicity and invariable uni- 


recaves u equal .ciare of ape. | 


—— 


A... =—_— 


2 Amodbuc nok. 


formity of their dress is no les uriking; ages pass 


away, and find it still the ame; yet they are now, 
rere 
* . tad Jack Pudding: 

the; Executive Dieciory. 
T AR Ge complicated relations which ied the w- 
ciety among which the General is throww;are-cithes 
_ unknown or unheeded: by him; one: or two gene- 
tal and barren provisions are made to represent all 


those moral habit and local regulaiou which; with 
an infinite yariety, — end 


um of dn perle. 

| But a remedy isfat hand : if bis lavs will not do 
of themeciyes, force will epredily wakethem eſſec- 
Fiench officer, are directed t be ealled in on 
every occasion (p. 71.) ; this is 'the grand specific 
forall! afier a disgraceful and futile anempt at civil 
wisdom, the whole is resolved into violence, and the 
code of the legislator is thrust down the throat of 
the people by the bayonet of the Conqueror! 
| But what could be expected from a man who had 
already betrayed his incapacity in similar attempts 


his Italian © organizations” (the worthy prototypes 
elf, and the instant be was out of sight disdainfully 


| 


in Europe? Let his stupid admirers (for we must 
now be serious), let his stupid admirers call io mind 


a a as an Yoo oc ” Y 4 1 8 
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changed by others. There too was the same poverty 
of conception. From his travelling cloke-bag, he pri- 
 vatelydrewout the MODEL OF ALL LEGISLATION | 
Ern ConsTiTUT1ON or 1795. This was co- 
pied for great and mall, and applied in all situations, 
and to every people ! Antiquity knew nothing of 
this sweeping mode of legislation; they shewed a 
dices of those who fell under their management; 
| and a chugter of «mall and contiguous powers were 
on of those laws which had long been dear to them, 
and which removed them from each other in prin- 
} ciples and manners, as far as from © the cemer to 
©the pole.” 

-- But Italy, which, in the judgment of cur phi. 
zophists, had once exhibited this weakness, was now = 
to be taught a better lesson. All moral conside- 
rations were to be zuperseded by the supreme wis- 
dom of the cloke-bag ; and Republics, Monarchies, 
and whatever else might be the dixtinctionsof Arigto- 
cratic government, were to be swept away with the be- 
0m of 1795. What Shall be the Conatitution of Ge- 
noa? A Directory and two Councils. What of Man- 
tua? A Directory and two Councils. What again of 
| Bolognia? You are very tirezome: look imo page — 
of the Constitution of 1795; what does it ay? 
more, a Directory and two Councils. Thus it is. 
Vontum est ad summum fortune; and we make 
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laws quicker and better than the ancients-—;dchinds 
dogtius unctis ] One undistinguisbing rule domineers 
aver all the varied application of poſitical wisdom, 
and Minos, and Salon, and Lycurgus, are van- 
quished by a single roll of paper triymphantly car- 
ried through Europe, and speaking alke (whether: 


r 


languages and tongues.” rl 
From the legislative pre tensions of Doane, 


we might now descend to the congideration{ of the. 


fraud, and hypocrisy, and blasphemy, apd impigty, 


to display since the commencement of this famqus 
Expedition; but we are better pleased ta leave hem 
to the faithful page of the bistorian, which we are 
Satihed will err 


tempt and execration of all mankind. * 
We r 


observation or two on his cruelty. We elect this. 
vice, because Bonaparte has been celebrated by the, 
ignorant and malevolent of this country, for no- 

| thing e much as for his humanity ! One man, of 


whom we should say, if we could for a moment be- 


leye in the metempsychoxis, that the spirit of Bisbop 


Ronggr bad taken full possession, has had the con- 


_ summate fally to affirm, that Bonaparte, “ bis con- 
S0latian and his triumph, preferred the preservation 
of one citizen, ta the melancholy glory of a hound 


EE > * 


pedition. 


waded (pus bere ve beg to be understood as peak 


a 74 of which the only actors in the te. 
cret axe the Directory and Bonaparte, and, perhaps, 
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Where did this scribbler, who from. his study in- 
whs the Erie of his countrymen, and g of 
his satisfaction in the guccess of their enemies, col- 
lect his proofs of the tender concern of Bonaparte 
for the life of a Citizen? Was it at the bridge of 
Lodi, where he saerificed six thousand of them ig 
the vanity of forcing a pass which he might have 


turned without the logs of a man? Was t—? but 


why multiply questions, when there is not, perhaps, 
a reader of. a common newspaper in Europe (this 
pestilent ſoę to the honqur of his country except: 
ed), who does not know that Banayarte has wan, 


* XXL), and remen — of the Er 


We have called it a farce—mwe might, with more: 
justice. have callgd it a tragedy—lk js, we are pen 


ing only our private and individyal opinion) a 


Berthier. The main plot was to get rid of the 


Italian army: the zmabordinate one to conquer and 


plunder what they could: * 
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the better; if it did not—zo much the better «ll. 
The denouement was skilfully effected ether way, 


and the Government equally relieved! 

their xole remaining fleet, this expocure of their 
best and most skilful officers, of their profoundest 
philosophers, of their most scientific men of every 
kind ? These we confess are weighty and rational 
_ objections, and if we could not answer them to our 
own satisfaction, we would without heitation, re- 
nounce the opinion we have given, and adopt that 
of our opponents in its sad. 
We begin, then, with premizing that the Direc- 
tory do not set much store by their Savans ; they 
have exported several head of them to Cayenne, 
a pot still worse than Egypt; and made a great 
consumption of them at home, in noyades, fuzil- 
54 
out of the question. 

With respect to the © expence'—to say nothing 
of the hopes of repaying themselves by the plunder 
of Malta, and Grand Cairo; it was surely worth 
$omething to effect the important ends they had in 
view. The © hazard of their fleet,” indeed, cem 
a more serious matter ; but let it be remembered, 
that the Directory had no idea that we could pos- 


* This was not 50 chimerical an idea 35 may be imagined 
the POrient had more than half a million Nerling 3 in her, 
K 
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A cond = des bas the Mediterranean (a 
sea which we had then abandoned for near two 
years), strong enough to attack it : and here let us 
rr 
moet important menonre was effected. 
With regard to the © expocure of their best o- 
cers - and here we make our chief stande may. 
that the Government had no such dezign. They 
were sent, it is true, because the army would not 
move without them; but we have prook, little short 
of mathematical certainty, that they were peedy 
meant to be recalled to France. It appears from 
some of Bonaparte's letters, that he had not the slight- 
est idea of wintering in Egypt. © I Shall pass, s 
he, the cold months in Burgundy, where I wish 
Here, then, is the solution of the whole enigma. 
Bonaparte was to leave his devoted followers to 
moulder away in the undisturbed possesion of 
Egypt, and under some plausible pretence to re- 
turn to Europe with his ables officers, and with, 
perhaps, a handful of the most ductile and tractable 


of his troops. 


| This plan, and no other, accounts for his knep- 
ing the fleet on the coast, in spite of the remon- 
strances of Brueys, and the evident danger to 
which it was expozed—it was to carry back the 
Conqueror of Egypt” in triumph to France; 
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and the Admiral, who was wholly — 
with his design, fell a sacrißce at last, to a perfidy 
which he could not comprehend. 

Tus riRsT or Avucusr ruined all these fine- 


spun schemes; and Bonaparte fell into the toils he 
was apreading for others! Ml return is now impos- 


ible, except as a fugitive, or a prisoner. He may 


enter into the chambers of the Pyramids, and hold 


conversations on the tomb of Cheops, with Imans, 
and with Muſtis; be may organize, and conquer, 
and plant botanic gardens, and establish menage- 


ries; he may pass from the Delta to the Thebaid, 
and from the Thebaid to the Delta, with his train 
of tri- coloured Cheiks, and be hailed as the Ar! 
Box Ar ARTE of the cuuntry—all is «ll but folly : 


his final destruction can neither be averted nor de- 
_ . layed; and his unseasonable mummeries will but 


serve to take away all dignity from the catastrophe 
of the drama; and render his fall at once terrible 
— readers accuse us of being too san- 


guine in our expectations, or too precipitate in our 


judgment, let them carefully peruse the following 
Correspondence. "They will find every officer in 
the army dissatistied with his situation, and impa- 
tient to return to France: execrating the climate 
bim to embark in s0 wild, and absurd, and hopeless 
an expedition. They will find the whole army 


ö 
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without tents, | or * it] 7 NOM 
medicines, or wine, or brandy ; with few of che 
necessaries, and none of the comforts of life. 
This was a faithful picture of their situation be- 
fore the destruction of their fleet—what 1T 1s since, 
to this accumulation of mizery and despair, the 
| Inveterate hostility of the Arabs, the treachery of 
the Egyptians, and the destructive warfare of the 
Mameloucs, together with the nauseous and peculiar 
diseases of the country, the intolerable heats, and 
pestilential winds, the devouring myriads of venom- 
ous insects, and the stench and putrefaction of ten 
thousand stagnant pools, they will not, we imagine, 
be much inclined to dispute the justice of our con- 
With respect to the Letters we have given, they 
were Selected, as far as was consistent with our plan, 
with an eye to variety. They are, with few excep- 
tions, extremely well written, and do credit to the 
epistolary talems of the authors: nor is this their 
highest merit; they are friendly and affectionate; 
and we xe with pleasure that the cold-blooded rant 
Succeeded in extinguishing the social feelings ! 

from those of raising a laugh, when we admitted 
into the collection, the Letters of Guillot, Le Turcg, 
Kc. We had it in contemplation to shew, that 

bs 
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from the highest to the lowest, from the best in- 
formed to the most illiterate, the sentiment of dis- 
content and disgust is universal; that, far from 
harbouring a thought of sitting down in Egypt, not 
an individual in the army (80 far, at least, as has 
nennen 
pair, of a residence in this © cerenralParaiv, 
even for a few weeks! : 
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No. 1. 


Hlexandvie, le — an 6, 
Hu Citeyen Joszrn Bonarazrz, Das an Conceil des 


r 
Germain, à Paris. 


frere; elle a ẽtẽ prise d assant ; je vais vous detailler 
nos operations, non en commentateur, mais telles que 
Jai pu les suivre. 

Le 13, à la pointe du jour, nous decouvrimes les cbtes 
Afrique, que Vavant garde avoit signales la veille ; 
bientõt nous fumes à la hauteur des Isles des Arabes, 3 
2 lieues &Alexandrie, et la frigate la Junon, qui avoit 
r France de cette 


vaisseaux de ligne, dont deux à trois ponts, avoit passt à 
R A | 


0 
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sul Anglais, et avoit appris la prise de Malte aux nẽgo- 
_ ciants; elle a fait ensuite routę sur Alexandrette, comp- 
tant sans doute que nous y avions ẽtẽ debarquer pour 
nous rendre aux Indes par Bassora. Cette escadre avoit 
EtE en effet signalce par la Justice apres notre depart de 
Malte: elle a eu la gaucherie de ne pas nous trouver. 
Les Anglais doivent @tre furicux. Il faut etre extreme- 
ment hardj et heureux pour traverser une escadre nom- 
dreuse avec des forces moindres, un convoi de quatre 
cens petits batiments, et enlever en chemin une place 


e 
qui les anime i bien. 
Lex Mameloks xavvient depyis trpis semaines par des 
datiments de commerce expẽdiẽs de Marseille, les details 
de notre embarquement ; voyant paroitre les Anglais, 
ils crurent que c'<toit notre flotte; de manicre que 
lorsque nous parũmes reellement le 13, ils ẽtoĩent prets 
à nous ecenoir. La mer ũ toit grosse ce jour - Ià, les ma- 
rins ne vouleient point; que le debarquement eũt lieu. 
Les vaisseaux mouillerent à deux lienes au large. La 
journce se pass en preparatifs, et enfin 3 onze heures 
b, 
mer et un vent très-orageux. 
Nous marchimes toute la nuit avec. 4 mille 
hommes d'infanterie, et le lendemain a la pointe du jour 
rents detachements de cavalerie; les ennemis se defen- 
_ doient courageusement, lartillexie. qu ils avoient sur les 
tours et les murailles cHoit, mal gertie, mais leur mous= 
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| queterie Etoit trẽs- Donne. Ces gens- Ia ne savent pas 
| broncher, ils donnent ou recoivent la mort sur leurs en- 
nemis. Cependant la premiere enceinte, c'est-a-dire, 
celle de la ville des Arabes, fut enlevẽe. BientSt apres, 
in seconde, malgre les feux des maisons. Les forts qui 
| sont de l'autre cöté de la ville sur les berds de la mer 
| furent investis, et le soir capĩtulẽ rent. 5 
Depuis le 14 on est occups au de barquement des 
troupes, de Partillerie, et des effets. Le General Deaix 
est zur le Nil à Demenhour. Les autres devoient le suivre. 
| Le lieu du debarquement est 3 deux lieues d'ici à la 
tour de Marabout, ou les Isles des Arabes. -_ 
cavalerie Mamelouk et Arabes harcelèrent; je crois que 
nous avons perdu 100 tuts et autant de blessts. Les 
Generaux Kleber, Menou, et Lescalle ont Et blesses. 
Je vous envoye la proclamation aux habitants du pays; 
et trois autres à ParmEe. Elle a fait un effet merveilleux ; 
les Arabes Bedouins, ennemis des Mamelouks, et qui 
vont, à proprement parler, des voleurs intrEpides, des 
qu'ils Feurent regue, nous ont rendu une trentaine de 
prisonniers, et se sont offerts pour combattre avec nous 
les Mamelouks. On les a tres-bien traits. Ce sont 
des gens invincibles, habitants des dezerts brülants, 
montẽs sur les chevaux les plus legers du monde, et ex- 


: or, mon cher frere, 

| ils passent leur vie 3 Varracher aux Européens qui 

tombent en leurs mains, et pourquoi faire? pour conti. 

--aner ce genre de vie et Vapprendre à leurs enfans. Oh, 
B 2 
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Jean Jacques, que ne peut-il voir ces hommes, qu'il 


appelle les hommes de la nature!” il fremiroit de 


 honte et de surprise d'avoir pu les admirer. 
 Adieu, mon cher frere, donnez moi de vos nouvelles. 
Fai souffert beaucoup dans la traversee ; ce climat-ci 


m'accable, il nous changera tous. Quand nous revien- 


drons on nous reconnoitra de loin. Je suis un peu ma- 
lade, et oblige de rester ici quelques jours. Tout le 
monde part demain. Adieu, je vous embrazse de tout 
mon cœur. Rappellez moi au souvenir de Julie, Caro- 
line, &c. et au legislateur Lucien; son voyage avec 


nous lut eũt ẽtẽ fort utile; nous voyons plus en deux 


jours que les voyageurs ordinaires en deux ans. 

Il y a ici de remarquable la colonne de Pompee, les 
obclisques de Cleopatre, le lieu ou <toient ses bains, 
beaucoup de ruines, un temple souterrein, des cata- 


ce qui lest plus que tout cela, ce sont le caractere et les 
meeurs des habitants. Ils sont d'un sang-froid ẽ tonnant. 


plus caracterisees, sont des mines Cenfants en compa- 
raison des leurs; elles ont plus que nous une varicte 
ẽtonnante. Les femmes surtout couvertes d'un 
dont elles s envelloppent et se couvrent la tte jusqu au 
SQurcil ; un linge (pour les femmes du peuple), leur 
couvre le visage depuis le front, ne laissant que les ou- 
n yeur, &: manitor que pour pen que te tags 
Suit fletri, elles font peur. 

Leeurs forts et leur artillerie sont d'un ridicule achevẽ; 


ils n'ont point de serrures, point de croistes. Enfin ils 


sent dans Ta aveuglement des premiers tems. 


combes, quelques mosquees, et quelques eglises ; mais 


0 
t 
c 
c 
t 
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Oh! combien de misanthropes seroĩent convertis, si 
le hazard les jettoit au milieu des deserts de V'Arabie. 
Adieu, mon cher frere, tout a vous, 


L. BonayanTES. 


. Je vous prie, mon cher fre re, de faire donner 

de mes nouvelles à la citoyenne Coupry, ma vieille et 

ancienne hotesse, rue St. Honors, No. 27, pres le pas- 

sage des Feuillans ; lui dire que je n'ai pas eu le temps 
de lui Ecrire, et que je me rappelle à son Souvenir. 


TRANSLATION. 


Alexandria, July 6th, 1798. 
To Citizen JOSEPH BONAPARTE, Deputy to the Council 
of Frve Hundred, Sc. 


WI have been in this city, my dear brother, now four 
days; it was taken by assault I will attempt to give 
you some account of our operations; not as a profes- 
Sional man, but as they appeared to me. 

At daybreak, on the ist of July, we discovered the 

coast of Africa; which had been seen and announced 

1s the evening defrce dy cignale. We were presently 

off the Isles des Arabes, about two leagues from Alexan- 
to bring the French Consul on board, rejoined us. 85 
Me learnt from the. Consul that an English squadron 
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of fourteen sail of the line (of which two were three 
deckers,) bad appcared off Alexandria, sent letters on 
shore to the English Consul, and informed the merchants 
there of the capture of Malta ; that it had then made 
sail for Alexandretta, concluding, as it was supposed, 
that we had gone there to disembark our forces, and 
proceed to India by the way of Bassora. 

This squadron had indeed been scen by the Jussi, 
after our departure from Malta; and yet it had the 
aukwardness, or the stupidity to miss us! The English 
must be quite furious. It required, I think, no common 
degree of courage and good fortune, to run through a 
numerous fleet, with inferior forces, a convoy of four 
hundred transports; and to capture on our passage, 
| partly by force, and partly by negotiation, such a place 
as Malta i 
Till this day I had always a fancy that fortune might 

one time or other turn her back upon my brother: now 
vided the troops retain but a little of that national spirit 


before, by some merchant vessels belonging to Mar- 
fore, they saw the English fleet, they concluded it was 
prepared for us. The sea ran 0 high that day that the 
officers of the marine would not permit the troops to 
disembark. The vessels therefore came to an anchor 
about two leagues from the shore: the day was spent in 
preparations ; and at length, about eleven at night, we 
were put en board the boats of the fleet, with a rough 
Sea, and a very blowing wind. — 


The Mameloucs had been informed three werks 


* 
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We marched that night with two thousend o. in- 
fantry, and at break of day invested Alexandria, after 
driving into the town several m ͥ)ͥhetachments of ca- 
valry. The enemy defended themeelves like men; the 
artillery which they had plante on the walls was 
wretchedly served, but their musquetry was excelent. 

These people have no idea of children's play: they 
either kill or are killed. The first incloure, however, 
that is to say, that of the city of the Arabs, was carried ; 

and soon after the second, in spite of the fire from the 
houses. The forts which are on the coast, on the other 
ide of the city, were then invented ; and] fn the evening 


Since the ad of July we have been engaged in dsem- 
barking the troops, the artillery, aud tie baggage. Ge- 
neral Dexaix is at Demanhur, on the Nile; the rest of 
the army is to follow him. | 

The place where we disembarked is about two leagues 
from hence, at the tower of Marabout, or Files des 
Arabes. The two first days we had a number of strag- 
glers cut off by the Arab and Mameloue cavalry. I 
imagine that we have lost about one hundred killed; and 
2s many wounded. The Generals Kleber, Menod, and 
Lescalle are wounded. 

I zend you the prociaination # 16 the inhadivacts of the 
country, and three others to the army. "The first has 
produced an effect altogether astonishing. The Bedouins, 
cnemies of the Mameloucs, and who, properly speaking, 
are neither more nor less than intrepid robbers, sent us 


This is inaccurate. It appears from several of the letters, 
that a great portion of the army was engaged in the attack on 
T See the Arrzndix. 
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back, as soon as they had read it, thirty of our people 
whom they had made prisoners, with an offer of their 
services against the Mameloucs. We have treated them 
kindly. They are an invincible people, inhabiting a 
burning desert, mounted on the fleetest horses in the 
world, and full of courage. They live with their wives 
two nights together in the same place. They are hor- 
rible savages, and yet they have some notion of gold and 
silver! a mall quantity of it serves to excite their ad- 
 miration. Yes, my dear brother, they love gold; they 
pass their lives in extorting it from such Europeans as 
fall into their hands; and for what purpose !—for con- 
tinuing the course of life which I have described, and 
for teaching it to their children. O, Jean Jacques ! 
why was it not thy fate to see those men, whom thou 
calFst the men of nature?” thou would'st sink with 
Shame, thou would'st startle with horror at the thought 
of having once admired them 

Adin, my drer beaches, ht me hear from you zen. 
I zuffered a great deal on our pazzage ; this climate 
kills me; we hall be $o altered that you will discover 
the change at a league's distance. 
I not well at present, and hall be obliged to stay 
here a few days longer: ꝰ every body else goes to-morrow. 
Adieu, I embrace you with the sincerest affection. Re- 
member me to Julia, Caroline, &c. and to the legisla- 
tor} Lucien. He might have sailed with us to advan- 


® It appears from Bourzenne's letter (see No. 14.) that he was 
will there on the 27th of July. 

+ This word is marked in is hc end — 
to a piece of private history. 
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tage: we see mare in two days than common travellers 
in two years. | 
The remarkable objects here are Pompey's column, 
the obelisks of Cleopatra, the spot where her baths once 
stood, a number of ruins, a subterraneous temple, some 
catacombs, mosques,. and a few churches. But what 
is still more remarkable, is the character and manners 
of the inhabitants. They are of a sangfroid abso- 
lutely astonishing. Nothing agitates them ; and death 
itself is to them, what a voyage to America is to the 
English.* 
Their exterior is imposing. The most marked physi- 
_ ognomies amongst us, are mere children's countenances 
compared to theirs. The women wrap themselves up 
in a piece of cloth, which passes over their head, and 
descends in front to the eyebrows. The poorer sort 
cover the whole of their face with linen, leaving only 
two small apertures for the eyes; 80 that if this strange 
veil happens to be a little shrivelled, or staĩned, they 
look like so many hob-goblins. > - 
things in nature : they have not even a lock, nor a win- 
dow to their houses; in a word, they are still involved 
in all the blindness of the earliest ages. = 
Oh! how many misanthropes would be converted if 
chance should conduct them into the midst of the de- 
serts of Arabia. 


Adieu, my dear brother. 
| Your's entirely, 
L. Bonaraarz. 


Meaning, probably, a matter of little importance: but an 
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No. II. 


Au Mouillage d' Alanlir, le 20 Mecsider, an 6. 


Nous voici, mon cher Jaubert, zur les cdtes de VEgypte; 
nos braves ont entame son territoire, et tout nous promet 
qu avant peu de tems, au despotisme imprevoyant des 
Mamelouks, et à Vapathie des Egyptiens, auront zuccede 
un gouvernement Createur, et une Emulation juaqu'a 
prẽsent inconnue parmi les habitants. 

Nous sommes maitres d'Alexandrie : nos troupes ont 
occupẽ en passant Aboukir, ont pris Rosette, et ont con- 
sequemment en leur pouvoir, une des principales bouches 
du Nil. Je suppose que tu as sous les yeux la carte et 
le Voyage de Savary, ou de quelqu autre. 

Le 13 Meszidor, à six heures du matin, nous ẽtiona à 
six lieues d Alexandria. La frẽgate la Junon eut andre 
Faller a Ventree du port remettre au Conaul Francais 
une lettre ostensible, mais avec mission expresse dem- 
mener le Consul et tous les. Francais qui se trouveroient 
dans la ville. Tout y Etoit en combustion; depuis deux. 
i on f „ 
mis en defense 4 la manire des Turr. 

L'appazition qui avoit eu lieu le 10 dune excadre 
Anglaise de 14 vaiszeaux, que le Gouverneur d Alen 
andrie s'obstinoit à regarder comme Frangais, avoit re- 
double les alarmes de la ville, et rendu de plus en plus 
critique la position des habitants Francais. Le Consul 

obtint cependant trois heures pour se rendre a bord de In 
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Junon ; cette fregate V'amena 
"gen 


couvert d'un combat qui eat ẽtẽ très- inẽgal dans le des- 
ordre d'un premier mouillage sur un foiid inconnu. 

La flotte Anglaise a jouẽ de malheur, elle nous s 
manquẽ sous la Sardaigne, elle a manquẽ ensuite le 
 convoi de Civita Vecchia, compose de 57 batiments, et 


portant 7000 hommes d' Italie. Elle nest arrivẽe devant 


Malte que cinq jours apres que nous avons quitte cette 
He ; elle est arrivẽe devant Alexandric deux jours trop 
tot pour nous y rencontrer. Il est à presumer qu elle 
est montẽe jusqu à Alexandrette, croyant que c'est Ia 
que doit s opẽ rer le debarquement pour la conquẽ te 
de Inde. Nous la verrons enſin, mais nous sommes 
mouilles de maniꝭre à tenir tote à une flotte double à 
la notre. 

Telle a ẽtẽ pourtant la position critique ou nous nous 
sommes trouves le 13 au matin, que quelque prompt 


heures du zoir, le General en Chef Etoit-il sur une ga- 
re avec son Etat-Major, environne des canots et cha- 
„ e eee 
mens pour la descente. 

Le 14 au matin, le debarquement est oper sur le 
fort appellẽ Le Marabou, à deux lieues à Vouest d' Al 


andrie. Point de rẽsistance > ce hs: | 


La troupe s achemine par pelotons vers la ville; les 
traineurs ou ceux qui $'<cartent, sont attaquẽs par des 
partis d'Arabes, et de quelques Mamelouks qui voltigent 
d et la. Il y a des combats particuliers on nous per- 
dons quelques hommes. Arrives à la ville, nos braves 


sur l' Orient; on sentit la 
agir promptement, soit pour arracher Alex- 
andrie aux Anglais, soĩt pour mettre notre escadre a 


joĩe. Il demanda des proclamations pour la rẽpandre, et 
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&prouvent de la resistance. Des canons de 3 et 4 (et 
nous nen avions pas encore) des carabines, des pierres, 
tout annonce la resolution de se defendre. Le General 
Kleber est bless à la t&te, le General Menou en plu- 
sieurs endroĩts. Mais a onze heures nous Etions maſtres 
ꝗ Alexandrie, et les tirailleurs qui se defendoient par les 
fenetres ẽtoĩent ou caches ou tuss. Les Mamelouks et 
2 refugiẽs dans le 


qu'on ne leur eoupàt pas le cou, et lisant avec extase la 


proclamation que le General en Chef avoit fait imprimer 
„„ ourcment dans les paplers 


publics. 
Cette proclamation a donné lieu 3 deux singularites 


_ remarquables. La veille nous avions pris quelques 


Turcs et Arabes que nous avions retenus à bord; II 


_ Sagiss0it de calmer leur imagination et den faire des 


apdtres. Ce fut un pretre Maronite de Damas (Chre- 


Aire un petit commentaire. Quand vous verrez la pro- 


clamation, vous jugerez comme ce role hui alloit. 

Le jour de la descente, le contre Amiral Ture, qui 
Etoit dans le port d'Alexandrie avec la Caravelle (gros 
vaĩsseau du Grand Seigneur) destinẽ a perceyoir les 
tributs de Farmee, envoya a bord de POrient on Capi- 
ane pour 
s'inforryer des projets de V'armee navale ; on lui donna & 
lire la proclamation; il sen excusa sur ce qu'il ne vit 
pas lire I'Arabe, on y supplea. Chaque passage qui trai- 
toit de Vinsolence des Mamelouks le faisoit bondir de 


assura que le contre Amiral qui reprEsentoit le Grand 
Seigneur, donneroit 3 chacun l'ordre de bien accueillir 
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les Francais; enfin il se retira tres - aatisfaĩt apres avolr 
pris le caffe et mangẽ la confiture. La Caravelle est 
encore dans le port avec son Pavillon de commandement. 

Le 16, je descendis à Alexandrie avec VAmiral ; ce 
qui avoit restẽ d'habitants, ainsi que les Arabes de la 
campagne, me parure nt assez bien remis de leur frayeur, 
et as8ez confiants. On voyoit dans le Bazar (marchẽ) 
des moutons, des pigeons, du tabac a fumer, et surtout 
force barbiers qui mettent la tète du patient entre leur 
genoux, et qui semblent plutot prets a la decoler, qua 
Ini faire sa toilette. Ils ont cependant la main fort 
legere. Je vis aussi quelques femmes, elles sont affu- 
blees de long vetemens qui cachent absolument leurs 
formes, et qui ne laissent decouvert que les yeux, a peu 
pres comme les habillements des pEnitents de nos pro- 
a dt | 

Cette ville ot Fon dit qu'il reste 10, oco habitants na 
de Fancienne Alexandrie que le nom, encore les Arabes 
Fappellent-ils Scanderia. Les traces de son enceinte 
annoncent qu elle ẽtoĩt fort grande et qu'elle a bien pn 
contenir les 300,000 ames que les historiens lui donnent. 
Mais le despotisme, l abrutissement qui Fa suivi, et enfin 
la dẽcouverte du Cap de Bonne Espẽrance [ont succes- 
sivement reduit à Fetat miserable on on la voit. 

Cꝰ est un amas de ruines on lon voĩt telle maison batie 
de boue et de paille, adossee à des troncons de colonnes 
de granit. Les rues n'y sont pas pavees: Fimage de 
la destruction ressort bien davantage à la vue de deux 
monuments qui seuls ont tra versẽ intacts les siecles qui 
ont tout devore autour d'eux C'est la colonne de Pom- 
pee et qui a ett Elevee par SEvere; je ne Pai vue qu'a 
une certaine distance, mais j'ai vu de pres et mesurẽ de 
Feit FobEligque appellte Faiguille de ClEopatre ; elle 
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est d'une seule pierre de granit tres-bien conservee, 
elle m'a paru avoir 72 pieds de hauteur, 7 à 8a base, et 
4 vers le sommet; elle est surchargẽe d hĩẽ rogliphes zur 
ses quatre faces. On voit ca et Ia quelques datiers, 
arbres tristes, qui ressemblent assez de loin au pin, dont 
la tige a ẽtẽ depouillee jusques vers le mme t. 

Tel est Fabord de cette terre dont Finterieur est $i 
fertile, et qui sous un gouvernement EclairE peut voir 
renaltre les siecles d'Alexandre et des Ptolomees. 

Arrives au quartier General a FextrEmite de la ville, 
nous y trouvames un mouvement, un air de vie qui y 
ẽtoĩt inconnu depuis longtems, des troupes qui dEbar- 
quoient, d'autres qui ge metroient en marche pour tra- 
verser le dẽsert vers Rosette. Les Generaux, les 80l- 
dats, les Tures, les Arabes, les chameaux, tout cela 
formoit des contrastes qui peignoient au naturel la Re- 
volution qui alloit changer la face de ce pais. 

— Au mien de cene confuionparoimait le General e 
Chef, reglant la marche des troupes, la police de la 
ville, hes pobremtiand aatitelers entene bs prom, e 
de nouvelles fortifications, co-ordonnant les mouvements 
de Farmee navale avec ceux de Farmee de terre, de- 
tribus 6pouvantees. Un grand exemple frappa dans ce 
poignard à un Arabe paisible ; le fait verific en un in- 
tant, le militaire fut fusille sur la place. 

A des le lendemein une tribu entizre de trois mille 
Arabes envoya-t-elle au General en Chef des deputes 
qui jurerent avec lui, gaus peines de I Enfer, amitic entre 
les quels il se trouva une femme, ils Favoient battues. 
; Cette tribu veut fournir des soldats tout armEs, d'autres 
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imiteront surement cet exemple. Guerre aux Mame- 
louks! paix aux Arabes! tel sera le cri qui grossira nos 
arm&es et qui balayera devant nous les oppresseurs de 
cette partie du monde. 

Je suis force de finir, le batiment part. Je n'ai pas 


deln pour voir si on a fidelement copie. Suppleez y. 
Adieu. 


JAUBERT, 


; | 1 
3 —— —b 


TRANSLATION. 

Lorin, off Aboukir, July 8. 

From 5 Commissary, &c. 

H.. we are, my dear Jaubert, on the coasts of Egypt. | 
Our brave troops have already got footing in its territo- 


vident despotism of the Mameloucs, and the apathy of 


ment, and by a spirit of emulation hitherto unknown to 
its inhabitants. 


We are masters of Alexandria. On our march we 
_ Seized on Aboukir and Rosetta, and are consequently in 
possession of one of the principal mouths of the Nile. 


9 It appears from the next letter, which is under the same g- 
tention, that Jaubert was first Commissary to the fleet. The 

of this letter is either lost or mislaid, but it was probably addressed 
F W aaa dat, tl 


the Egyptians, will be succeeded by a creative govern- | 
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Thou mayst trace our route on the chart to Savary's 
Voyage, * which I suppose thou hast before thee. 
At six in the morning of the first instant, we were 
within six leagues of Alexandria. The une was dis- 
patched to the port with a letter to the French Con- 
sul.— This was the ostensible motive, but her secret 
orders were, at all events, to bring him and all the 
French in the city on board the fleet. Every thing 
there was in confusion. A French invasion had been 
openly talked of for the last two months, and measures 
taken (as measures usually are taken by the Turks) to 
prevent it. The appearance of an English squadron of 
fourteen sail on the 28th of June, and which the Go- 
vernor obstinately maintained to be ours, had redoubled 
the terrors of the city, and rendered the situation of the 
French residents there, more and more critical. The 
Consul, however, obtained permission to go on board 
- the Juno, on his promise to return in three hours; and 


© In the original it is © Sanny , or ue other,” —what ether 

Jaubert might allude to we know not, nor, perhaps, the writer 
himself; but certainly Savary's is good for nothing. 

It is this man's rhapsodical and delusive panegyric on Egypt 
which appears to have increased, in a considerable degree, the 
eld bias of the French government towards the seigure of that 
country; it also seems to be the only Fade- Mum of the Sevens, 
and leaders of the expedition, who appear to have placed an im · 
_ plicit confidence in it. The former, at least as far as we know, 
have not made any advances towards a recantation of their ere - 
 Qulity; for, as the great Pangloss well observed, when he spat 
out his last tooth in the hospital, it does not become a pilocopher 
to change his opinions ;”* but the latter have loudly and frequently 
declared their sorrow and indignation at having been 30 mizerably 
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on board the I'Orient, the necessity of immediate mea 
sures became apparent, not only to anticipate the Eng- 
lish in getting possession of Alexandria, but to shelter 
dur fleet from an engagement, which must be evidently 
on uvequal terms, in the confusion of a first anchorage 
on unknown 

The English fleet has played with ill luck on its side— 
first, it missed us on the coast of Sardinia; next, it 
mĩssed a convoy of fifty - seven sail coming from Civita 
Vecchia, with seven thousand troops of the army of Ita- 
ly on board. It did not arrive at Malta till five days after 
we left it; and it arrived at Alexandria two days before 
we reached it! It is to be presumed that it is gone to 
Alexandretta, under an idea that the army is to be dis- 
embarked there for the conquest of India. We shall 
certainly see it at last, but we are now moored in such 
2a manner as to bid defiance to a force more than double 
dur own. 

Such, however, was our critical situation on the morn- 
ing of the ist, that in spite of the promptitude with which 
we disembarked, we might have been surprised by the 
English in the midst of our operations. Apprehensive 
ol this, the Commander in Chief, with his Staff, was in 
his galley by four in the afternoon, surrounded by the 
boats and shallops of the different vessels, all full of 
troops, and ready for the descent. 

On the morning of the 2d, a » henting was eſtos od 
Marabou, two leagues to the west of Alexandria—not 
the slightest resistance! not even a piece of canon at 
Marabou ! The army then advanced in platoons towards 
| the city; the stragglers, and those who marched at any 
distance from the main body, were attacked by parties 
of Arabs, and a few scattered Mameloues, who hovered 
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about us. There were also a few partial engagements, 
in which we lost some men. On our arrival, the en- 
trance of our brave troops was opposed. A few three 
or four-pounders, (observe, that we had no artillery 
with us) carabines, stones, &c. announced a resolution 
to defend the city. General Kleber was wounded in 
the head, and General Menou in divers places; but by 
eleven o'clock we were in possession of Alexandria. 
The auk ward musquetry which attempted a defence by 
firing from the windows, all hid themselves, or were 
killed. The Mameloucs, and a vast number of Arabs, 
. took refuge in the desert. The few inhabitants who 
remained were exceedingly astonished® at finding we 
did not cut their throats, and read with transports of 
joy, the proclamationt which the Commander in Chief 
| had previously printed in Arabic, and which you must 
long before this have seen in the public papers. 

a few Turks and Arabs, and carried them on board the 


® The astonishment of the remaining Alexandrines, at finding 
the French did not cut their throats, may be tolerably well ac- 
counted for (no offence to Mons, Jaubert's sagacity I) by a Slight 
perusal of Citizen Boyer's long letter to his father, (see No. XXII.) 
After an indiscriminate massacre of these unoffending people (un- 
less it be an offence to dispute the possession of their lives and 
properties, with a rapacious and blood-thirsty horde of strangers) 
for a space of four hours; the trembling survivors might rea 
onably wonder at their being spared, and read with pleasure (or, 
if Mons. Jaubert will have it 30, © with transports of joy,) any 
thing that promised a temporary cexzation of the wanton cruelties 
of their invaders. 

} See the ArezxDix, No. I. 
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and make them our apostles. A Maronite priest from 
Damascus (2 Christian like aurselvet) was ordered to read | 


-it to them, and to comment on it as he proceeded. 
When you consider the proclamation, O you will judge 
how well the part he played became him! 
The day we landed, the Turkish Vice Admiral, who 
was in the port of Alexandria, with the Caraval (a large 
vessel belonging to the Grand Seignior), destined to 
collect the tribute of the army, sent his flag officer on 
board the l' Orient with a present of two sheep, and an 
order to inquire into the destination of our armament. 
We gave him the proclamation to read, he excused 


* Jaubert would have made no bad coadjutor to Hebert, the | 
original Pere du Cline. The ame impiety, the same disregard 
ef decency, and the same readiness to adopt every prejudice of 
the people for the sake of turning them to the purposes of pillage 
and proscription ! 

Hypocrisy of every kind is bad; but the hypocrisy of Atheizm 
is monstrous ! it adds cowardice to guilt. * 

Now we are on this subject, it may not be amiss to mention 
that the passage before us puts the authenticity of Bonaparte. 
proclamation out of dispute. Our readers cannot have forgotten 
with what sturdiness the Opposition writers (out of a tender re- 
gard, we suppose, for the pious memory of their favourite Chief) 
first maintained that it was fabricated in this country, and then, 
when it appeared ia France mutilated and disguized—(as, on ac- 
count of Spain, an open profession of Mahometanism is not yet, 
perhaps, thought prudeat)—with what versatility they veered 
round, and allowed that Bonaparte had, indeed, published a pro- 
clamation, but that it was only to be found in its genuine state in 
the French papers. 

We enter into ao cavils with these gentlemen. Our translation 
is made from a faithful rendering of the original Arabic, by the 
 Dragoman of our Embassy at the Port, and the reader who turns 
R 5 cheat 
played by the Maronite, or Christian priest | 
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himself on his ignorance, and it was read to him: every 

that touched on the insolence of the Mame- 
loucs made him leap with joy. He asked for me pro- 
c lamations to disperse, and assured us, that the Vice Ad- 
miral, who represented the person of the Grand Seignior, 
would give a general order for the friendly reception of 
the French. At length, after drinking a cup of coffee 
and eating some sweetmeats, he retired extremely well 
satisfied. The Caraval is still in the port with the 
Admiral's flag flying. 

I landed at Alexandria on the 4th with the Admiral. 
Those of the inhabitants who had remained, as well as 
the Arabs of the neighbourhood, appeared to be tole- 
rably well recovered from their fright, and in a way of 
acquiring a little confidence. There were in the Bezar 
(market-place) sheep, pigeons, tobacco, and a number 
of barbers; who place the head of their customers be- 
tween their knees; and who, at first, seem rather pre- 
paring to twist their necks off than to shave them; 
they have, however, a very light hand, and go through 
their business skilfully. I zaw also same women: they 
were muffled up in long vestments, which left nothing 
to be teen but the eyes; a mode of dress which put me 
in mind of the penitents of our southern provinces. 
| This city, which is still said to contain 10,000 inha- 
bitants, has nothing of the' ancient Alexandria but the 


name—the Arabs, indeed, call it dd. The ruins == 


® We have given Bonaparte's address to the Vice Admiral in 
the Appendix; it is in his usual style of insolence. With respect 
to the farce played on board the l Orient, by the Turkish messen- 
ger, we do not believe a word of it ; this, however, is certain at 
cr N it was not the 
Turk that was duped by it 
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of its former circuit announce that it was once a most 
extensive place, and might well contain the 300,000 
people which historians have given it. But the despo- 
covery of the route to India by the Cape of Good Hope, 
_ 7 0 ET 
which it now lies. 

1 
hovel of mud and straw stuck against the magnificent 
fragments of a granite column! The streets are not 
paved. This image of desolation is rendered the more 
striking by being within view of two objects, which 
have passed uninjured through the lapse of ages that has 
devoured every thing around them. One is what is 
called Pompey's Column, but which was raised by Se- 
verus; this I have only seen at a distance: the other, 
which is called Cleopatra's Needle, I have examined 
closely. It is an obelisk formed of a single piece of 
granite, exceedingly well preserved. As far as I could 
judge from my eye, it is about y2 of our feet in height, 
7 feet square at the base, and 4 towards the summit; it 
is covered with hieroglyphics on every side. A few 
try. It is a melancholy looking tree, which, at a dis- 
tance, bears some resemblance to a fir that has been 
stript of all its branches to the top. 

Such is the coast of this country, so fertile in the in- 
terior ! and which, under an enlightened government, 
might c 
the Ptolemies. 5 8 
; Artived at head quarters, which are fixed near the 
northern extremity of the city, we found an activity, an 
appearance of life which we had not been used to for a 


* 
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long time : some of the troops disembarking, others 
reparing for their march across the desert to Rosetta 
Generals, soldiers, Turks, Arabs, camels—all together 
formed a contrast which presented a very lively picture 
of the Revolution * which was about to change the face 
of the country. 

In the midst of this confusion appeared the Com- 
mander in Chief, regulating the march of the army, 
the police of the city, and the precautions to be taken 
against the plague ;—tracing out new fortifications, com- 
bining the operations of the fleet with those of the ar- 
my, and expediting, in conjunction with the Arabs who 
had submitted, proclamations to the tribes who had 
taken the alarm. A most striking example was made at 
this instant: a soldier was brought in, who had stolen 
a poignard from a friendly Arab; the fact was as- 
certained, and the culprit was instantly shot on the 
pot. | 
In consequence of this, an entire tribe of Arabs, con- 
sisting of 3000, sent deputies the next day to the Com- 
mander in Chief, to s ear a lasting friendship between 
the two nations, under pain of damaation! They brought 
with them some prisoners, among whom was one of 
our women, whom they had beaten. This tribe will 
furnish us with armed soldiers; others will assuredly 
imitate their example. War with the Mameloucs, 
peace with the Arabs! such is the cry which will swell 


This is no bad picture of the restless spirit of these people. 
Whether abroad or at home, their expectations are the same. In 
every chance-medley they discover the destruction of empires; 
and a confusion of any kind (though but of men and camels,) is 
to them the certain pledge of approaching revolutiuns ! 
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our armies, and sweep before us the oppreszors of this 
part of the world. 

I am obliged to break off—the vessel is going. 1 
have not time to read it over, to see if it be correctly 
copied; this must be my excuse. 

Adieu. 


Jauszer. 
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No. III. 


En Rade & Aboukir, le 21 Menidor. © 
(Pour vous seul.) 


Js vous rends un compte administratif par ma lettre de 
ee jour, mon cher Bruin; je dẽpose ma circonspection 
ordonnatrice pour vous parler de notre position dans ce 
pais. Il n'y aura pas d' ordre dans ma lettre, parce que 
je suis continuellement distrait par les demandes reite- 
rẽes que vous savez qu on n'Epargne pas au mouillage, 
et que & ailleurs le batiment courier est pat A partir. 
En gfneral les officiers de terre et de mer se $ont- 
quittEs froidement. L'entassement on Von Etoit pour 
les logements, et la maigreur des tables devoient nẽces- 
Sairement produire ces effets. 
Tous les ordres un peu importans ont dans le com- 
mencement EtE donnẽs par le Genctal en Chef, par la 
mite le Chef de V'Etat-Major Berthier les tranamettoit à 
FAmizal. Ceux pour la descente sait 3 Malte sait & 
Alezandrie ont &te donnes le premier le jour meme, 
Fautre deux jours auparavant. Vous savez quelle dif- 
ference il y a entre les preparatifs de mer et ceux de 
terre: mais telle en 1a mEthode du General en Chef, 
et tout a parfaitement russ. | 

Malte est sans approvisionnemens, avec tres-peu dar- 
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gent, et une vente necessairement Eloignee de biens na- 
tionaux. Une immense population y Etait nourrie par 
Fordre. Les secours de France ne seront pas, je l imagine, 
abondants ; ceux d' Egypte ne sont pas prets d'ctre rea- 
lisẽs; c'est pourtant un point militaire bien interessant. 
Cinq ou six jours avant notre arrivec, la peste avoit 
cessẽ a Alexandrie. II y avoit pourtant au Port Neuf 
un batiment qui en ẽtoĩt infecte ; et d'ou quelques ma- 
rins sẽtoĩent ẽchappẽ dans la ville. II n'est pas arrive 
daccident ; d'ailleurs vous savez que dans la gon | 
chaleur la peste n'a plus de prise en Egypte. 

Vous rirez, p-ut-etre, vous autres Parisiens de la pro- 
clamation Mahometane du General en Chef; il a passẽ 
par dessus les Lazzi, et elle produira un tres-grand effet. 
Vous vous rappellez celui produit par le cri magique, 
guerre aux Chiteaux, paix aux Cabanes. Le General 
an Che? arrivure an Caive avec une 2 — 
mais les divisions feront le reste. 

Quand Tofficier et le soldat virent — et les 
desert, qui Venvironnent, ils furent * Stupeur. 
Bonaparte a tout ranime. | 
Les Arabes et les Mameloues ont traite uns 
de nos prisonniers comme Socrate, dit-on, Alcibiade. II 
falloit perir ou y passer: un grenadier s'est fait tuer. 
Is n'avoient que battu les femmes qu ils nous aroĩent 


Le port d' Alexandrie est nul en approvisionnemens 
maritimes, nul en ẽtablissemens. La conquè te presente 
plus de ressources, mais on en tirera par la suite un im- 

mense parti. Alexandre fit tout dans un az. 
II est encore incertain si des vaisseaux de 74 peuvent 
y entrer. Deux Venitiens de 64 y sont. On parloit de 
faire decharger Vartillerie pour y entrer: me ĩs qu'y 
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anrions nous fait ? et quand et comment serions nous 
sortis? 

Nous sommes au moui!!age 4 Abonkir, 3 a 5 lieues Est 
d'Alexandrie, assez bon pour Fete. Il est intenable en 
hyver. Les Anglois, (ils ont 14 vaisseaux et nous 13 
dont trois foibl-<,) sont dans nos parages; nous les atten- 
dons; Topinion generale Etoit (mais aussi pouvoĩt- il y 
entrer quelque sentiment personnel), qu aussitöt le dẽ- 
barquement opere, nous aurions dit partir pour Corfau, 
on nous aurions ẽtẽ rallies par nos vaisseaux de Malte, 
de Toulon, et d'Ancone pour etre prets 2 tout. Le Gẽ- 
nẽral en a decide autrement. Le bonheur qui accom- 
pagne ses operations suivra aussi celle-ci. Au reste nous 
sommes ici sous le vent du fatalisme, et son souffle 
Ebranle un peu mes principes. 

Comme les hommes sont imprevoyans dans les vœeux 
qu'ils forment! javois quelque vellẽĩtẽ de rester Ordon- 
nateur quelque tems a Malte: mais quand j'ai vu qu'au 
moins la premiere ann&e ce port ne recevroit ni de 
France, ni d'Egypte aucun secours qui en rendit le se- 
jour supportable; qu'une population nombreuse souffri - 
roit au moins pendant un tems les douleurs du passage 
d'une organisation mauvaise, sans doute, mais stable, 3 
une organization toute differente ;—Je me suis dit; 

«« qu'une autre soĩt temoin de ces angoisses, et reger- 
vons nos veeux pour Alexandrie.” Li, j'ai eu tout à 
faire, tout à souffrir, et du climat et des hommes, et je 
me suis accroche plus fortement que jamais a l arme 
navale, decide a wuivre ses destinẽes. J'ai souvent jette 
les yeux vers-la France, vers mes amis, mais je n'ai pas 
regrettẽ un seul instant les sacrifices que j'ai faits. 
Adieu, mon cher Bruix, soyez heureux, rẽalisez vos 
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veeux pour la restauration de la marine. Recevez les | 


assurances de mon tendre et ẽternel attachement. 
IAuszzr. 


Permettez que Madame Bruix, et Mademoiselle 

Thẽrese trouvent ici mes hommages respectueux. 

Je ne vous fais pas la relation de la prise d' Alexan- 

drie. Je charge Forestier de vous lire les lettres que je 

lui Ecris. | | 
Comme il y a beaucoup d'indiscretion dans cette lettre, 


vous me fercz plaisir de la brũler apres Favoir lue. 


TRANSLATION. 
(For your own private reading.) 
A anchor off Aboukir, Fuls 9. 
* To General Baurx, Minitter of the Marine, Ec. 


I. my letter of this day's date, my dear Bruix, you 


will find my official accompts. In this I shall venture 


to lay aside my commissarial caution, and speak to you 
unreservedly on our real situation in this country. 


This is the letter to which we particularly wished to call the 
reader's attention. It owes, as he will see, its superior interest 


to the great degree of intimacy subsisting between Jaubert and 
the first minister of the marine, and which allowed him to speak 


| out, without hazarding a voyage to Cayenne. 
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There will de no connection in my letter ; firs, 


decause I have my attention called off every moment 
by the repeated applications which, as you well know, 
are never sparingly made by a fleet at anchor; and 
Secondly, because the vessel which carries the dispatches 
is under weigh. 

Generally speaking, the land and sca officers took their 
leaves of each other in a very cold manner. The way 
in which they were all crowded together for want of- 
room, and the scanty allowance to which they were 


confined, account for it naturally enough. 


We have before us an official letter from Jaubert to Bruin, 
dated on board the FOrient" the 4th of July, The letter in ge- 
neral is not sufficiently interesting to be laid before the public, 
but the concluding paragraph throws some light on this passage. 
% convois de Toulon, Marseille, Genes, Ajaccio, et Civita Ve- 
«© chia ; ils Etoient armes dFenviron 4,500 hommes, et portoient 
* cutre I'artillerie dextiabe = 22,000 hommes 
* ot 1, 200 chevaux.”* 
| © The transports from Toulon, Marzeilles, Genoa, Ajaccia, 
_ * and Civita Vecchia amounted in all to 293 zil; they were 
* manned with about 4, 0% men; and had on board, besides the 
_ * artillery, 22,000 land forces, and 1, 200 horzes.** 

Now it appears trom a variety of documents that the number 
embarked from France and Italy, was about 40,00 (not picked 
regiments and companies, but) picked men. If we now allow 
3000 for the garrison of Malta, and for casualties op the voyage, 
we shall find the number of troops distributed on board the ships 
of war, to be something above 11,c00—if to these we add the 
itaff of the whole army, we shall be able, as Jaubert zays, to ac- 
months. 

It appears from Boyer s list (No. aa. ), which we know to be per- 
fectly correct, that the chips of war consisted of 15 rail ef the line, 


30 | COPIES OF 


All orders of any consequence were at first given 
out by the Commander in Chief; latterly the Admi- 
ral has received them from Berthier, the head of the 
staff. That for our landing at Malta was issued on 
the very day of our disembarkation. Two days only 
were allowed at Alexandria. The immense difference 
between land and sea operations can be no secret to 
you ; but such is the General's way of doing things! 
As it is, every thing has completely succeeded. 


14 frigates, and several corvettes, and smaller vesscls. It may not 
be improper in this place to mention their fate —Of the 15 sail 
of the line, 11 were taken and destroyed by Lord Nelson, two 
made their escape to Corfou and Malta, and two are still in the 
Old Port of Alexandria.—Of the 14 frigates, two were destroyed 
in the great engagement, one taken by the Turks, another (the 
Sensible) by our cruizers, nine are at this moment in the port 
of Alexandria, and one is unaccounted for, —most probably it is 
Stopped in one of the Turkish perts.—Of the smaller veseels, 
some have been destroyed, and some taken. 
It is a pleasing circumstance, however, to consider, that of all 
this vast armament, the greatest, as Boyer says, that ever ap- 
peared in the Mediterranean (see his Letter, No. 22.) not one has 
yet reached France; and we shall be much mistaken indeed if 
on EVER DOES! The French may amuse themselves as mach 
as they please, and the Jacobins of this conntry may follow them, 
in speculating to what fortunate empire the fleet will next convey 
the blessings of liberty. — 
but—the fleet will never leave Alexandria 

. This seems to shew a kind of contempt for Brueys. How it 
originated we know not, but most probably in the ignorance and 
presumption of Bonaparte, who, accustomed to have his com- 
delays occasioned by the nature of the sea service, and which his 
inexperience in these matters might sometimes lead him to at- 
tribute to a want of zeal or knowledge in the Admiral. 

The influence of Bonaparte in France is strongly marked in 
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Malta is without a supply of provisions with very little 
moncy a sale of national property that cannot possibly 
take place for some time and an immense population, 
which was wholly supported by the Order.“ The sup- 
plies from France will not, I imagine, be very abun- 
dant ; those from Egypt are not yet in a state of for- 
wardness :—and yet the possession of the island, in a mi- 
litary point of view, is of the utmost Importance. 

The plague ceased at Alexandria only five or six days 
botore our arrival. There was, however, in the New 
Port, a vessel that had it on board: some of the crew 
nad landed and gone into the city ; but we heard of no 
accident that had happened from it; and besides, it is 
well known, that in the great heats, the plague is no 


Wd 


longer infectious. You will laugh outright, perhaps, 


you witlings of Paris, at the Mahometan proclamation t ? 
of the Commander itf Chief. He is proof, however, 


this paragraph. Jaubert undoubtedly thinks him wrong, and yet 
in a confidential letter written to the Minister of Marine, the 
friend and patron of Brueys, he scarcely dares to breathe a doubt 
of his infallibility. | | 

Here is a pretty specimen of the favours conferred by these 
propagandists of liberty, &c. on the poor of Malta—the constant 
objects, as we all know, and as we have all been told a thousand 
times, of their peculiar protection and regard! They were wholly 
Supported, as Jaubert truly says, by the Order; yet the French 
abolish that order, seize all its property to themselves, and leawe 
the poor inhabitants, like the canons of Boileau, 4 eperdus et be- 
nis, free, as they are pleased to call it, and starving! It is some 
consolation, however, to find that the Maltese are not wholly in- 
sensible of the kindness. 

+ The witlings of Landes (the Morning Chronicle, the Con- 
rier, and the other Jacobin papers) did better ; they denied its au- 
thenticity, and substituted in its place a proclamation fabricated. 
for the purpose by the Directory. 
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against all your raillery ; and the thing itself will cer- 
tainly produce a most surprising effect. You recollect 


that produced by the magic cry of GuzrRrEg aux CHA- 
TEAUX, PAIX AUX CABANES.* 


The Commander in Chief will march to the attack | 
of Cairo with the grand army; the divisions will do the 
rest. When the army first got sight of Alexandria, and 
the deserts which surround it, both officers and men were 


» « War TO PALACES! PEACE ro COTTAGES!” —It is for- 
tunate for mankind that the French in the wantonness of success 
sometimes put off the mask, and discover the features of the 
Revolution in all their deformity! This - magic cry (as it is 


furnished a topic for declamation to the cold-blooded philoso- 
phists of every country ; who, from their closets, have propagated 
the destructive war-hoop from nation to nation, with all the en- 


thusiasm of demons. It was in vain to tell the people that the 


fall of one involved that of the other. They were long governed 
more by words than by facts; and it was not till they aa them- 
zlves surrounded by the ruins of their smoking © cottages,”* 
while © palaces” frequently remained uninjured, that they began 


to awake from their dream of inviolability, and curse at once the | 


authors of their delusion, and the agents of their destruction. 


The poor in every country which the French have reached, have 


been the chief sufferers ; and, in consequence of it, among the 
foremost to retaliate on their oppressors. Jourdan's grand army 


Italy, and Switzerland which has xo ** palaces,” are at this mo- 
ment filled with an injured peasantry, breathing ** cures not 
loud but deep,” and cutting off in zecresy and zilence, whole ar- 

The © magic cry” thank Heaven ! has lost its power to charm, 
and now remains a mere vor et praterea nilil, serving only to re- 
mind its profligate employers of the mischief it once wrought, 


and, as in the instance before us, to furnish an unfeeling allu- 
tion, or a witticism. 


truly called) has set one part of Europe against the other. It has 


was nearly annihilated by them in its flight, and Belgium and 
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The port of Alexandria is absolutely destitute of 


means, either for victualling or refitting a single ship. 


But the conquest will soon enable us to draw immense 
advantages from it. Alexander did evety thing in a 
EE | 
"The. Acts cad the Mvidones hows riiiating af 
our prisoners as Socrates is said to have treated Alci- 
biades. There was no alternative but death or submis- 
Sion ;—one of our grenadiers chose the former. They 
took some of our women too: but they only beat them! 
It is not yet certain whether our seventy-fours can 
get into the port. The two Venetian sixty-fours are 
already there. There was a talk of getting out our guns 
to enable us to enter. But in that case, what should we 


do there, and when and how should we get out again? 


We are now moored at Aboukir, about five leagues 


do the east of Alexandria—the road is well enough in 


Summer ; but in winter quite untenable. The English 
are in our neighbourhood. They have fourteen sail, and 


we thirteen, of which three are rather out of condition. 


We are in expectation of them. The general opinion 
(but this might be influenced in some degree by personal 
considerations) was, that as soon as the debarkation was 


| effected, we should have sailed for Corfou ; where we 


7” 


were to be reinforced by the ships from Malta, Toulon, 
and Ancona, and thus prepared for all events. Tus 
GENERAL HAS DECIDED IT OTHERWISE.® The good 


* If (which is far from being the case,) we had any respect for 
the moral character of General Bonaparte, we should feel a con- 


Siderable degree of uncasiness at this passage on, of the most 


important in the whole cortespon dence. It proves him te be a 
-D 


3 COPIES OF 


fortune which attends all his operations, will not fail to 
follow this :—for the rest—we are under the gale of 
fatalism, and its breath shakes my principles a little. 


dase, and cowardly, and faithless calumniator of a brave man, 
d US GAL 0d ENIINgE bw Bis vs autfer's. 
— But to the proofs. 

In the General's official letter to the Directory, of which they 
have somehow or other obtained a duplicate—(for the original is in 
our possession)—he says, that to the 24th of July he believed 
* that the Admiral had either zailed for Cor fou, or entered tho 
4 port of Alexandria.” 

or tn. mite lane of them is info- } 
 mously so. We have a letter of Bonaparte s written more than a | 

fortnight before the time he mentions, and in this he expressly | 
zays, that on account of a part of the channel which has ne. 
 * more than five fathoms of water, the zeventy-fours cannot en- 1 
ter the port.” 

then, continues he- (we must premise that we take our 
translation from the Courier, a paltry paper, but of suſſicient au- 
thority in the present case,)—* I then“ (that is on the 25th) 
« wrote to him again, that he must not lose an hour, but either 
« enter the port of Alexandria, or return to Corfou.** This too is 


a falschood; for we have the very letter (ce No. VIII.), and it 


does not say a Syllable of either: it mentions, as our readers will 
ace, the General's hopes that Brueys was then in the port; but | 
in mentions ale, that he was to take no atep (muck lem to. 5ail 
for Corſau) without further anders. | 
on the 2gth he wrote to me that he had found a passage for | 
© entering the port of Alenandria.— This we cannot contradict 
of course, but we have every reason for believing it as unfounded 
as the rest, and merely inserted to encuse his detention of the | 
« It seemed to me that Admiral Brueys was unwilling to re- 
turn to Corſou before he had ascertained the practicability of 
entering Alezandria.”'—How little must the Hero of Italy 
have looked in his own eyes when he penned this sentence ! It 
appears not only frem Jaubert's letter, but from a thousand con- 
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How deficient in foresight are we all in the wishes 
which we form! I had half an inclination to remain 
Commissary for some time at Malta; but when I 
that, for the first year at least, that port copld neither re- 
ceive from France nor from Egpyt such supplies as 
would render a residence there tolerable, and that a nu- 
merous population would suffer, at least, for a time, the 
agonies of passing from an organization, imperfect with- 
out doubt, but long established, to one differing from it in 


— that he code wich of Deveys wat andies 


deen from the moment the debarkation was effected, to return to 


Corfou ; that he had been long convinced that the port of Alex- 
andria could not receive him, though he continued his examina- 
tion of its entrance; and that he was detained against his will on 
abs. add cmtr ammo 
General himself. 

On the other hand, it appears, that General — was 
0 far from ordering the flect to Corfou, that he had actually 
written for the three Venetian ships which remained at Ancona, 
(in the neighbourhood, as it were, of Corfou), to come and join 
Admiral Brueys at Aboukir. This fact we have in his letter of 
the 6th of July.—** ]*aurois besoin que vous (that is the Direc- 
*< tory to whom he writes,) m'envoyazzicz le plus possible, les 
0 trois vaigzeaux Venitiens qui sont à Toulon: j*enverrai cher- 
** cher les trois qui z0ar & Ancone.”'—" If in this calamitous 
« event de wes to blame,” —chame ! Shame I— be has enpiated 
* is Guin by © urns — p 
the gracious Duncan 

Was pitied of Macbeth—marry, iz was DEAD. 

The remainder of the letter we shall not notice, nor, indeed, 
is it worth it. Such as it is, however, it has furnighed his Jaco- 
din admirers in this country with fresh proofs of his veracity, 
wisdom, and we know not what, at the expence of the unfortu- 
nate Brueys. Those who have a taste for these things, may be 
fully gratified by recurriag to the Jacobian prints of the . 
zoth of October last. 


D2 
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every respect ;—when I aw allthis, leid te myself, «et 
i gomebody else be a witness to these dreadful distresses, 


c and let me try my fortune at Alexandria.” There L 
had every thing to do, and every thing to suffer, both 
from the climate and the troops—and I clung more 
closely than ever to the fleet, determined to follow its 
destiny. I have often turned my eyes towards France, 
towards my friends, but I have never regretted the $a- 
crifices I made in quitting Malta. 

Adicu, my dear Bruix, be happy, and realize your 
wishes for the re- establishment of the marine. Accept 
the assurances of my affectionate and unceasing attach. 
ment. 


nent. 


Allow me to present my respectful serviees to Ma- 
dame Bruix, and Mademoiselle Theresa. 

I say nothing to you of the capture of Alexandria. I 
Shall request Forestier to read his letter to you. 
| As have been rather too open in this letter, you will 
oblige me by throwing it into the fire as goon as you 
have read it.“ 


* It is probable that Janbert perished in the enplosion of the 
FOrient, and cannot, therefore, have much © fear from the 
friends of Bonaparte, or from the Government. Had it been 
etherwise, we confess we Should not have been withheld from 
publishing his letter by any consideration of the dangers to which 


| he might be exposed by it. We feel little solicitude for the fate 


of a man, however able, who appears to be a villaia upon prin- 
ciple, and to assist, in pure gaiety of heart, in the infernal work 
of Revolution, though he sees and clearly points out the train of 


% 
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No. IV. 


4 bord de F Orient, be 21 8 | 


L' Amiral Breuevys, Commandant les Forces Navales de 
la Republique dans la Mediterrannee, au Ministre de 
la Marine et des Colonies. 


Js vous ai &crit de Malte en date du 26 Prairial ; je vous 
rendois compte de Farrivee de la flotte sur ce parage, et de 
la prĩse de Visle. Larmẽe et le convoi ẽtoĩent sous voile 
le 1 er Messidor, hg 
le port- vieux d'Alexandrie. 

Je mꝰ ẽtois fait prẽcẽder par la fregate la Junon pour 
aller prendre le Consul, ce qui reussit parfaitement. 
Le Citoyen Magallon neveu arriva le 13, et nous dit 
que le 10, une escadre Anglaise s ẽtoĩt presentee en linge 
de bataille devant le port &Alexandrie, ou elle avoit de- 
tachẽ un brick, et qu'a son retour cette escadre avoit 
dirige sa route dans le N.E. On Faveis jugs comperte 
de quatorze vaisseaux de ligne. 

Le Crneet news Þ een ö 
_ a Varrivee des Frangois; qu'il y avoĩt beaucoup de fer- 
mentation et une grande inquĩẽtude dans le pays. 

Le General en Chef desira etre debarque sur le 
champ. Je fis mouiller arme et le conyoi zur la cdte, 
et dans la nuit du 13. Six mille hommes furent mis 3 
terre dans une anse a V'Quest du port-vieux auppes d'un 
chateau nommẽ Le Marah, distant d'envicon deux 
lieues de la ville. Personne ne s'opposa 3 la descente. 
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Le 14 à midi, nos troupes Etoient dans la ville, et trois 
heures apres le fort se rendit. II y eut quelque rEsis- 
tance à la muraille qui entoure la ville, mais elle fut bien- 
tot escaladẽe. On tira quelques coups de fusil dans les 
rues par les fenetres. Le fort tira quelques coups de 
canon, et bref, tout se rendit. 
Je debarquai toutes les troupes et les effets appartenant 
a Tarmẽe de terre, et le 19 ayant ẽtẽ reconnu que les vais- 
Seaux ne pouvoient pas entrer dans le port a cause du 
peu de profondeur qu'il y a a Fentree, je fis mouiller le 
convoi et les Venitiens, et je mis sous voile pour aller 
. mouiller à la rade de Bequier, avec les treize van 
et trois fregates. 
Ty arrivai Papres midi, et je formai une ligne de ba- 
taille 3 j d'encablure de distance. Le vaisseau de tte le 
plus pres possible de ]'scueil qui nous reste dans le N. O. 
et le reste de la ligne formant une ligne courbe le long 
des hauts-fonds de maniere 2 ne pas Etre double dans le 
S8. O. Cette position est la plus forte que nous puis- 
sions prendre dans une rade ouverte, on Fon ne peut pas 
s'approcher assez de terre pour y Etablir des batteries, et 
od deux excadres ennemies peuvent rester à la distance 
qui leur convient. 
Nos troupes sont entrees hier 19 a Rosette, et larmẽe 
est en marche pour le Caire. 
Nous faisons entrer dans le Nil le plus de bitiments 
legers possibles, et le GEnEral en Chef m'a demands le 
Chef de Division Perrẽe pour les commander. Cette 
flotille a fait route ce matin pour exsayer de passer ur 
la barre de Roxette. Vous voyez que nous marchons & 
la conquete de 'Egypte à pas de geant. 
II ext facheux qu'il n'y ait pas un port on une escadre 
puisse entrer ; mais le port-vieux tant vantẽ est ferms 
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par des rescifs hors de l'eau, et Sous Veau, qui forment 
des passages fort Etroits, et entre lesquels il ny a que 23 
pieds, 25 et 30. La mer y est ordinairement levee, et 
vous voyez qu un vaisseau de 74 Seroit fort expose, 
d'autant qu'il seroit brisẽ un quart Cheure apres y avoir 
touchẽ. J'ai offert, pour satisfaire au desir du General 
en Chef, dix mille francs au pilote du pays qui en- 
treroit I'escadre ; mais aucun na voulu se charger que un 
bãtĩment qui tireroit au plus vingt pieds d eau. I espꝭre 
cependant, qu'on parviendra a trouver un passage dans 
lequel nos 74 pourront entrer: mais ce ne peut tre que 
le fruit de beaucoup de soins et de peines. 

Jen ai charge deux officiers intelligents, l'un est le Ca- 
pitaine de frẽgate, Barre, commandant FAlceste, et le 
second le Citoyen Vidal, Lieutenant de Vaisseanz; vils 
trouvent un canal, ils le baliseront, et alors on pourra 
entrer sans beaucoup de danger. Le fond en dedans des 
rescifs va en augmentant jusqu à 15 brasses; mais la 
sortie sera toujours tres-difficile et tres-longue ; et des- 
lors une escadre y sera mal-placee. Je n'ai plus entendu 
parler des Anglais; ils ont peut - tre ẽtẽ nous chercher en 
Syrie, ou plutot je pense qu ils avoient moins de 14 vais- 
eaux, et que ne se trouvant pas en nombre supErieur, 
ils n'auront pas jugE a-propos de se mesurer avec nous. 
Nous attendons avec grande impatience que la con- 
quete de I'Egypte nous procure des vivres ; nous en four- 
nissons continuellement aux troupes, et tous les jours on 
nous fait quelques nouvelles saignees. II ne nous reste 
que pour 15 jours de biscuit; et nous sommes dans ce 
r 
mant tout, et ne remplagant nen. xt 

3 
litẽ d hommes; nos vaisscaux sont en general fort mal- 
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armEs,” et je trouve qu'il faut bien du courage pour 30 
charger de conduĩre des flottes aussi mal-outillees. | 

Je ne crois pas devoir entrer dans de plus grands de- 
tails sur notre situation; vous Etes marin, et vous 
zentirez mieux notre position, que je ne pourrois vous la 
depeindre. 

Je vais vous transcrire le paragraphe de la lettre du 
General en Chef que je viens de recevoir: 

« J'ai demandẽ au Directoire Ex<cutif, le grade de 
« Contre Amiral pour votre Chef d'Etat-Major Gan- 
« tenume; je vous prie de le faire recevoir. Jai 
e cherchẽ par-la à donner une preuve d estime et de re- 
4 connoissance aux bons services, à Iactivite, et au zele 
« qu'a mis votre Etat- Major, et en general toute es- 
© cadre, à ext cuter les ordres du Gouvernement. 


(Signs) 


Salut et respect. 
Bavzrs. 


BONAPARTE.” 


TRANSLATION. | 

1 On beard the I Orient, Fuly 1201b. 
Admiral Bauzvs, commanding the Naval Forces of the 
* Republic in the Mediterranean, to the Mini er of the 
Marine, and of the Colomes. 

] wrorr to you from Malta on the 14th of June; in 
that letter J gave you an account of the arrival of the 
fleet at Malta, and of the capture of that island. The 
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ships of the line, and the transports were all under ail 
woos, > wane nes 
port of Alexandria. 

1 hed provides @egaieded the Jane ts dei tho 
Consul on board. Citizen Magallon (the nephew) ar- 
rived on the ist, and informed us that an English squa- 
dron had appeared in line of battle off the port of Alex. 
andria, on the 28th of June, that they had detached a 
brig to the town, and that on its return, they had made 


sail to the north-east. The $quadron was supposed to 
consist of fourteen ships of the line. 


The Consul also told us that our arrival had been 
daily looked for, for some time ; that there was a great 
fermentation in the country, and no inconsiderable de- 
gree of uneasiness and apprehensian. 

The Commander in Chief desired to be put on shore 
immediately ; I therefore came to anchor on the coast, 
and during the night succeeded in landing 6000 men in 
a creek to the west of the Old Port, near a castle called 
Marabou, about two leagues from the city : not the 
slightest opposition was made to our descent. 

The 2d, at noon, our troops were in the city, and in 
three hours afterwards the fort surrendered. There was 
done resistance attempted at the wall which surrounds 
the city, but it was immediately scaled. A few Shot 
were fired into the streets from the windows of the 
houses ; the fort too, fired a few cannon: but every 
thing was cxen bs car ronantes. | 

I disembarked all the troops, and the baggage belong- 
ing to them, and on the 7th, having satisfied myself 
that our ships of war could not get into the port for 
want of a sufficient depth of water at the entrance, I 
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ordered the Venetian ships,“ and the transports, to come 
to an anchor there, and stood off with the thirteen sail of 
the line and the three frigates, with an intent of moor- 
ing in the Bay of Bequiers. 

I arrived there in the afternoon, and formed a line of 
battle at two-thirds of a cable-length, the headmost ves- 
sel being as close as possible | to a shoal to the north-west 
of us, and the rest of the fleet forming a kind of curve 
along the line of deep water, so as not to be turned, by 
any means, in the south-west. This position is the 
strongest we could possibly take in an open road, where 
we cannot approach sufficiently near the land to be pro- 
tected by batteries, 2 Bt cnomy has its bis 
power to choose his own distance. 

Our troops entered Rosetta yesterday, and the army 
is now in full march for Cairo. | 
We have pushed into this branch of the Nile as many 
of our light vessels as possible; and the Commander in 


Te Dubois and de Cane, of 64 guns each, and two or three 
frigates. | 

+ Never was there a more glorious testimony to the intrepidity 
and skill of the British seamen, than this letter furnighes. The 
French Admiral, a man of no common abilities in his profession, 
and anxious, above all things, to secure his fleet from being 


' headed by an enemy, places his van ship as near the shoal as 


possible (ie plus pres posxible are his own words), and reposes in the 
most perfect confidence, that nothing can molest him in that quar- 
ter; and yet it was between this very shoal and ship, and through 
this very passage, which, after an examination of twenty-four 
days (from the 7th to the 3 ist of July), the French Admiral con- 
ceived impracticable, that the gallant Ne x so led his Barrons 
(the men whom the Morning Chronicle pronounced to be with - 
out courage, and ready to reign their swords to every puny 
* whipster®”) to victory, and everlasting Fame! 
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of the harbour will, in all cases, be very difficult, and 
very tedious ; 80 that a aquadron would engage to a vast 
disadvantage. 
I have heard nothing further of the Englisch. They 

are gone, perhaps, to look for us on the coast of Syria ; 
or rather (and this is my private opinion) they have not 
0 many as fourteen ail of the line; and finding them- 
selves not superior in numbers, do not think it quite 50 
prudent to try their strength with us. * 
We look forward with the greatest anxicty to the 
time when the conquest of Egypt shall furnish us with 
provisions. We are now obliged to supply the troops 
continually—every hour new drains are made upon us. 
We have now only fifteen days” biscuit on board ; and 
we are in this anchorage just as if we were on the high 
seas consuming every thing, and replacing nothing. 
Our crews are weak both in number and quality. 
Our rigging, in general, out of repair; and I am sure 
that it requires no little courage to undertake the ma- 
nagement of a fleet, furniched with such tools! 

I do not thigk it necessary to enter into any further de- 


therefore conceive it better than I can describe it to you. 


* We were sorry to find such a passage as this in Brueys' letter. 
He was evidently a man of courage and capacity, and ought to 
have known his enemy better. Such flights of vanity and imbe. 
cillity are things of course in the dispatches of the Directory ; 
but this is not an official letter; it is evidently meant for the pri- . 
vate information of Bruix, and Seems drawn up as a kind of 
defence against the probable remonstrances of 
It is needless to observe how much the unfortunate Admiral 
was deceived. His fate will not be altogether useless to his coun- 
rwymen, if it gives them juster notions of our © prudence,” with 
nal, or even inferior numbers 


tails on dur present situation. You are a man, and will | 
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Before I conclude, I will transcribe a paragraph from 
a letter which I have just received from the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

«« have asked of the Executive Directory, the rank 
« of Rear Admiral for your Chief of the Staff, Gan- 
% teaume. I beseech you to appoint him. I have 
« sought by this to give a proof of my gratitude and 
«< esteem for the essential services, the activity, and the 
_ «© zeal manifested by your staff officers, and, generally 
«« speaking, the whole squadron, in executing the orders 
of the Government. 


(Signed) | 


© RowaPARTE.” 


Health and respect. 


Baus vs. 
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: 4 Git, Ie 6 Thermidor, an 6, 
Emmanvzs PAT, Chef de Divicion, au Vice Amiral || 

Bavars, Commandant en Chef la Ferce Navale en 

*Hation devant Alexandrie. 


U asses 

General en Chef la position od je vous avois laissẽ; 
ee à quoi il a pris beaucoup de part. Il a Sisi la pre- 
miere occasion qui s est prẽsente pour vous faire passer 
58 schermes chargees de differentes denrees. 


” belles depuis notre separation; le 25 Messidor, nous 
avons rencontre armee ennemie au point du jour. | 


Tavais pour lors 3 canonnieres, la galere, et le Cerf. 
 L'ennemi avait 7 canonnieres portant du 24 et du 36. 
L'affaire a commence a 9 heures ; deux de mes canon- 
nieres et la galere ont ẽtẽ abandonnees par rapport au 
— , qui nous battait par mer et par 


Ne 
Sait le Cerf, et une autre canonniere Font oblige d'aban- 
donner sa proie. J'ai coule bas leur canonniere com- 
mandante, et la deroute s est mis dans leur flotille ; ils 
n'ont eu que le temps de fuir. Aszwrement si 3 de mes 
meilleurs batiments n'cussent pas ẽtẽ forces de cẽder, il 
n aurait plus EtE question de la flotille ennemie. J'ai eu 


Tant qu'a nous, notre position ma pas été des plus | 
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20 hommes blesses, et plusieurs tuẽs. J'ai eu mon sabre 
enlevẽ, et un peu de bras gauche, cependant J'espere 
que cela ne sera rien ; je suis presque gueri. 

La misere de la traversẽe ne peut se peindre. Nous 
avons ẽtẽ reduits pendant quelques jours 2 ne vivre que 
de pastiche, et toutes les heures la fusillade de la part 
des Arabes, 3632 — ranngunumm, 5 qQuengues 
morts et blessẽs pres. 

Le Nil n'est pas tel qu'on me Favait dit; il est trẽs- 
tortueux, fort peu d eau, puĩsque j'ai ẽtẽ oblige de laisser 
le schebeck, la galère, et 2 canonnieres, à 13 licues du 
Caire, od je suis arrive, hier, à 8 heures du sir. 

Le peu de tems dont je puis disposer, ne me permet 
pas de plus grands details. Notre armee a eu une affaire 
trẽs- vive avec les Mamelouks, dont il a peri plus de 12 
cents: „ CEE ONES 
62. | 


Salut et rexpect. 
EMMANUEL Paas z. 
P. 8. Je vous prie, wä deane faire pazer 53 6 


officiers intelligents, et une quarantaine d'hommes. Vous 
m'obligerez, ainsi que le General.en Chef. 
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| TRANSLATION. | 


Sieb, Fuly 24. 
ExMARVEL Perxnz's, General Diui ian, ts Vice- 
Admiral Bauzys, Commander in Chief of the Naval 
Force ai before Alexandria. 


Sine our separation, I have lost no,opportunity of 
rtecalling to the mind of the Commander in Chief, 
the situation in which I left you. He takes a lively 
interest in it, and has scized the first opportunity which 
offered, of sending you 58 vessels laden with different 

As for us, our position has not been the most agree- 
able since we parted. On the 13th of July we fell 
in with the enemy's army, at break of day, I had 
then with me 3 gun boats, the galley, and the Cerf. 
The enemy had 7 gun boats, carrying from 24 to 36 
" pounders. The action began at nine; two of my gun 
boats, and the galley were run on shore, and quitted by 
the crews, on account of the terrible fire which the 
enemy opened upon us from their boats, and from the 
banks of the river. 

The enemy were already in possession of them, but 
the brisk fire from the Cerf, and the remaining gun 
boats obliged them to abandon their prey. 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


49 


I unk the vessel which carried their flag ; confusion 
immediately took place, and they had only time to make 
their escape. Had not three of my best vessels been 
obliged to give way, I should certainly have destroyed 
the whole of their flotilla.* 
I hed rwemy of my men wornded and reverel kilied. 
A ball struck my sword out of my hand, and carried 
away a piece of my left arm. I do not think, how- 
ever, that it will be attended with any bad conse- 
quences ; indeed, it is already nearly well. 

I cannot describe to you what we suffered in this 
expedition. We were reduced for several days to sub- 
sist entirely on water-melons ; during which we were 
constantly exposed to the fire of the Arabs, although, 
with the exception of a few killed and wounded, we 
always came off victorious. 
The Nile is very far from answering the description 
I had received of it. It winds incessantly, and is withal 
$0 Shallow, that I was compelled to leave the chebeck, 
de galley, and two of my gun boats, thirteen leagues 
below Cairo, which I reached yEsterday evening. 

The little time I have to spare prevents me from 
a Smart action with the Mamelouks, who lost more 


This is admirable. Had he not been beaten and lost half 
his fleet, he would have been victorious} The plain truth, 
however, as appears from several letters, particularly from one of 
Adjutant General Boyer s (see No. XXII.), whocommanded the 
land forces on bourd, is, that he was defeated, and only saved 
from absolute destruction by the appearance of the van of the 
Seems to be a man of courage and abilities. 

E 
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than 1200 men. Our loss is very trifling; it amounts, 
I understand, to about 20 killed, and 150 wounded. 


Health and respect. 
EMManuzL Prent's. 
P. S. Pray send me immediately five or six intelli- 


gent officers, and about forty men. You will oblige 
me very much, as well as the Commander in Chief. 
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Torn, 7 nana, an 6. 
Cabos 4 con Ami COLLASSE. 


J. — 4. a 
nouvelles, et te dire quelques mots des souſfrances, et 
des dẽsagrẽmens que nous avons Eprouves. 

L'incertitude on je suis encore du sort de mes effets, 
m'a souvent fort inquicte.. Je suis dans tat de denue- 
ment le plus parfait, ayant pour me couvrir la chemise 
et les effets que j'avois sur mon corps en partant d'Alex- 
andrie. Ainsi, pour cet objet, je te prierai de confier a 


| Douzelot, sil yeut bien Fen charger, mes malles ; ou 


dans le cas contraire, tu pourrois les confier à un des of- 
gades. Donnez-moi, je Yen prie, quelques dEtails aur 
ce qu est devenu Daure, mon argent, et mes bijoux : je 
n'en scais pas un mot. 
A Present que je Yai parle de mes affyires, je te 
dirai, qu'il m'est presque impossible de te donner une 
avons tout Eprouve de la premiere main. Les trois 
quarts du tems mourir de faim. Tel est le tableau sue- 
_ cinct de mon existence depuis que je t'ai quitts ! 
n'en est pas plus heureuse. Eloigne de tous nos amis, je 
E 2 
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ne te parle pas du succts de nos armes: tu en entendras 
assez parler. 

Adieu, mon cher ami, penses à ce que je te demande; 
„ => Rs aaa 


plus signale. 
Ton Ami, 

wy COLBERT. 

p. S. Mille choses à Tellier. 
Au  Commissaire des Guerres, 

CoLlLassr, chargt du Ser- 

vier de la Place & Alexandrie. 

. "* — . 4 

He 3 mi Dor? Fare, 5b t. 


Costa to bis Friend CoLLass. = 


Et ACE GE 
of myself, and wo 2y 2 few words to thee on the hard- 
86 in which I still remain respecting 
the fate of my baggage, gives me from time to time the 
greatest uncasiness. I am almost in a state of naked- 
ness, having nothing to cover me but my shirt, and the 
clothes I had on when I left Alexandria. I beg thee, 
therefore, to send me my trunks by Deuzelet,* if he 


» Douzelot's rank isnot mentioned. He is the person to v hom 


Savary's Letter is addressed (zee No. XII.), and appears to be 
in 5ome office of congequence. | 


2— 
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will have the goodness to take charge of them; if not, 
by one of the officers commissioned to bring up the bag- 
gage of the demi-brigade. Do, prithee, contrive to let 
me know what is become of Daure, of my money, and 
my jewels: I cannot hear one syllable about them. 

So much for my private affairs; I must now tell thee 
... 
all! three-fourths of the time we have been dying with 
hunger! rr 
since we parted. 
At present, indeed, our means are more ample, but 
our condition is not therefore more happy. Remote 
from all our friends, I shall not enter into the details 
of our military successes, thou wilt hear enough of 
them from other quarters. 

Adieu, my dear friend : think of my request : con- 
sider that I am absolutely naked, and that thou wilt 


Thine, 
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No. VII. 


fu Grand Cure, le $ Thermidev. 


Au Gintral Bounnonviiite, No. 6, Rue du Faux- 
bourg-Honort, @ Parts. 


drülant, sur des sables, et dans des dẽserts arides; souvent 
sans eau, et Sans pain : une attaque de vive force a pris 
Alexandrie; un combat vif, mais d'un instant, a decide 
de la prise du Caire. 
Je me porte aussi bien qu'il est possible de le faire, 
dans un climat Etranger, et qui ne me convient nulle- 
ment; nous allons probablement prendre un peu de re- 
pos ici; alors seulement, nous pourrons distinguer Fef- 


feet de la fatigue, de Finfluence du climat, et decider si 


nous vivrons long-temps ici. 
Je ne vous Ecris pas, mon cher General, autant que 
je le dExirerois ; mais il faut que la lettre soit courte 
pour qu elle puisse arriver : peut-<tre la mienne est- elle 
deja trop longue. Overois-je vous prier de mander à 
ma famille, que vous avez recu de mes nouvelles. 
Croyez, mon cher General, & tout mon attachement ; 
mille lieues de distance ne Font point affoibli. 


D. 


Nous sommes au Caire depuis 4 jours, mon cher 
General ; notre marche a ẽtẽ tres-penible, sous un ciel 
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TRANSLATION. 


Grand Cuiro, Fuly 26th. 


= 3 66— Ns. 61, Rue de Faux- 
beurg- Honort, at Paris. 


W. have been at Cairo four days, my dear General; 
our march was of the most distressing kind, under a 
burning sky, over sands, and arid deserts, without water, 
and without bread! Alexandria was taken by storm, 
and Cairo fell into our hands after a brisk but short 
I am as well as it is possible to be, in a climate so 
_ different from our own as this, and which by no means 
agrees with me, we shall probably recruit ourselves a 
little here; we shall then be enabled to ascertain what 
effects fatigue, and the influence of the climate will have 
on our constitutions, and thus to decide if we can live 
here for any length of time. 


This is a confidential letter, and seems to shew that Bour- 
nonville was a little in the secret of the expedition, hence the hin 
about the period that a Frenchman might live in Egypt, &c. The 
remark on the danger of writing long letters we are not quite 
cebꝛrtain we understand. It is probable (but this is a mere guess) 
that it was feared they might excite the suspicions of the Com- 
mander in Chief, or of the Directory. We have proofs before 
us, however, that all which were destined to be put into the post- 
office in France, are single letters, while most of those which 
were trusted to private conveyance (by far the most numerous) 
are double, treble, and >ometimes more. 
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I have not written to you, my dear General, so much 
at large as I could have wished; but if we desire to 
have our letters reach their place of destination, we 
must make them short: mine is, perhaps, already too 
long. May I venture to request you to let my family 
know that you have heard from me. 

Believe, my dear General, in my entire attachment; 
no distance, however great, can weaken it. | 


D. 


. This is the only letter which appears with a xiglevignature 
The author had undoubtedly his reasons for it. 


= 
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No. VIII. 


Au Quartier gintral du Cuire, le 9 Thermidsr, an 6. 
BonAPARTE, Membre de PInsiitut National, Ginitral 
en Chef, & P Amiral Bau vs. 


I Arxzt's des marches bien fatiguantes, et quelques com- 
bats, nous sommes enfin grrivẽes au Caire. J'ai ẽtẽ 
spẽcialement content de la ite du Chef de Division, 
Perree, et je Vai nomme Contre Amiral. 

Je suis instruit d'Alexandrie, qu'enfin on a trouve une 
passe telle qu on pouvojt la dẽsirer; et je ne doute pas 
que vous ne wJE2, 2 Fheure qu'il ext, Gans Te port avec 
toute Fescadre. ; 
Vous ne devez avoir aucune inquictude sur les sub- 


sistances de Farmee navale ; ce pays-ci est un des plus 
riches que Ion puisse co aa en bles, legumes, riz, 
et bestiaux. 

Fi 


imagine que demain ou apres, je recevrai de vos 
nouvelles; je n'en ai point eu depuis mon depart 
&#Alexandrie. 

Des que j'aurai regu de vous une lettre qui me fera 
connoftre ce que vous avez fait, et votre position, je vous 
2 tur cx Que nous avons encere & 


L'Etat-Major vous aura, cans doute, envoy wa rap- 
port sur notre derniere victoire. 

Je pense que vous avez une fregate qui croise devant 
Damiette ; „„ 
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ville, je vous prie de donner l'ordre 2 Fofficier qui com- 
mande cette fregate de se rapprocher le plus possible, 
et dentrer en eommunication avec nos troupes, qui y 
seront lorsque vous recevrez cette lettre. 
 Faites partir le courier que je vous envoĩe pour 
prendre terre a l endroĩt qui paraitra le plus convenable, 
selon les nouvelles que vous avez de Vennemi, et les 
vents qui regnent dans cette saison. 

je desirerais que vous puissiez y envoyer une fre gate 
qui aurait ordre de partir 48 heures apres son arrivee 
dans le port, soit de Malte soit d' Ancone, en recom- 
mandant à Fofficier qui la commanderoit de nous ap- 
porter les journaux et toute! des nouvelles que lui don- 
neraient nos agens. 

Jai ; fait filer sur Alexandrie une grande quantitẽ de 
_ denrees pour solder le nolise des batiments de transport. 
Mille choses 3 Ganteaume, et a Casabianca. 


Je vous salue. 


BonAPARTE. 


TRANSLATION. 


Head Duarters, Cairo, Fuly 27. 
Boxaranre, Member of the National Institute, Com- 
mander in Chief, to Admiral Brvers. 


Arr a number of very fatiguing marches, and some 
hghting, we are at length arrived at Cairo. I am ex- 
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tremely well satisfied with the conduct of the Chief of 
Division, Perree, and I have therefore promoted him 
to the rank of Rear Admiral. 

J hear from Alexandria* that a cane > 6s. 
we could wish, has been discovered ; and by this time, 
I flatter myself, you are already in the port with all your 
fleet. | 

There is no occasion for you to be under any uneasi- 
ness with respect to the subsistence of your men. This 
country is rich in wheat, pulse, rice, and cattle, almost 
beyond imagination. 


TI persuade myself, that to-morrow, or the day after +. 


| at the farthest, I shall hear from you, —which I have 
nat yet done since my departure from Alexandria. 
The instant you inform me what you have done, and 
in what situation you are, you shall receive further 
orders from me respecting what we have yet to do. | 
Some of the staff- offioers have undoubtedly given you 
an account of our late victory. 


I take it for granted, that you have a frigate cruizing 


off Damietta. As I am sending troops to take possession 
of that town, I must request you to order the captain of 


We shall not remark on the general strain of coldness that 
runs through this letter ; but merely call the reader's attention 
for a moment to the passage we have marked: I hear,” he 
Says, from Alexandria,” &c. It looks as if the General's an- 
xiety to detain the fleet had induced him to depart from the line of 
fair conduct, and to tamper, unknown to the Admiral, with zome 
of the officers at Alexandria. Brueys (see his letter to the mi- 
nister of marine, No. IV.) had already employed two persons 
very well qualified (as he writes) to examine the ground, ind 
their report had not yet been made; 0 that there is zomething 
catennrly naglaions in the premature inflomaties thus chanuns 
by CR. 
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the frigate to keep as near the land as possible, and to 
open a communication with our forces: who will be 
in possession of the place by the time this reaches you. 
Send off the courier whom I have dispatched to you 
immediately : put him on shore wherever you think it 


best.—In this, you will of course be guided by what you 


hear of the enemy's fleet, and 6 0s 
vail at this season. 

I could wish that you would send him in a frigate, 
which should have positive orders to stay no longer than 
eight-and-forty hours in any port where she might land 
him (whether Malta er Ancona)—in this case, you 
might charge the captain to bring us back all the jour. 
nals, and all the information which our agents may 
have collected. 

I have dispatched by the Nile, a prodigious quantity 
of provisions to Alexandria, to pay for the freight of the 

transports there.“ 


Jsalute you. 


See the next letter. 

+ This is the letter of which Bonaparte speaks in his dispatches 
of the 1gth of August. If the reader has gone through it atten- 
tively, which we hope he has, we will beg leave to ask him two 
questions ;—first, whether he finds any mention of returning to 
Corfou in it, which the General says there was ?—and secondly, 
whether the whole tenour of it does not militate against his (Bo- 
naparte's) having the smallest idea of such a thing? When he 


has answered these two questions, as we think he must, we will | 


not trouble him for his opinion of the General's veracity. 


Say a thousand kind things to Ganteaume and Ca- 


aa cn Cc a mm wu K@h waa. 


BoxararTte.t 
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A Membre de F Institut National, Gent ral 
en Chef, 61. —— Krz III. 


— Oinek Ea 
monnoye. Nous aurions besoin de tous les lingots que 
nous avons laissEs à Alexandrie, en ẽchange de quelque 
gumEraire que les nẽgocians nous ont donné. Je vous 
pric donc de faire reunir tous les nhẽgocians auxquels 
ont etẽ remis les dits lingots, et de les leur redemander. 
r 
— — . 
„ens 
commerce le plus de lingots et d argent que nous pou- 
vons, et a leur donner en change den deurses. 
Je n'ai pas regu de vos nouvelles depuis mon depart 
d' Alexandrie. Vous aurez eu bien des ſausses nouvelles, 
de Vinquietude. Je vous ai Ecrit souvent par les gens 
du pays, mais je.crains que les Arabes ne les aient in- 
terceptẽes, comme je pense qu'ils ont interceptE les 
wotres.' J'attends de vos nouvelles avec quelque impa- 
tience. Vous en aurez sans doute en ce moment regu 
.de France. 
Nous avons essay plus de fatigues que beaucoup de 
gens n'avoĩent le courage de les zupporter. Mais dans 
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ce moment- ci nous nous reposons au Caire, qui ne laisse 


pas de nous offrir beaucoup de ressources. Toutes les 


divisions y sont reunies. 


L'Etat-Major vous aura instruit de Fevenement mili. | 


taire qui a precede notre entree au Caire ; il a ẽtẽ assez 
brillant. Nous avons jettẽ deux mille Mamelouks des 
mieux montes dans le Nil. 

 L'arm&e a grand besoin de ses bagages. J'ai envoye 
FAdjudant-General, Almeyras, avec un bataillon de la 


$5, et une grande quantite de vivres pour Fescadre, a 


Rosette. Il est charge d'embarquer à son retour, tous 
les effets de l' arme, et de les escorter jusqu au Caĩre. 


charges des depots, de les envoyer a Roxette. 


Envoyez-nous nos imprimeries Arabe, et Frangoise. 


_ Veillez a ce que Fon embarque tous les vins, eaux-de- 
vie, tentes, soulices, c. Enwoyez tous ces objets par 


mer à Rosette, et vi} la croiszance du Nil, ils remon- | 


tront facilement jusqu au Caire, 


J er been. | 


mung „. — 
nous rejoindre. 

Fai ai 6crit & Louis de panir pour Roxette avec tous 
mes effets. 


b 
louks une lettre de Louis, datce du 21 Messidor, ce qui | 


| r 
des Mamelouks. 
Salut. 


Bonaranra. 


SY FESW 
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TRANSLATION. 

Head Quarters, Cairo, Fuly 27. 

Member the National Institute, Com- 
grant: ta the Genera of Division, KizvER. 


Galen Ges, 


excellent mint. We shall again 
— —— 
merchants of Alexandria, in exchange for the specie of 
the country ; I request you, therefore, to call together 
all the merchants with whom the aid ingots were en- 
changed, and to re-demand them. I will give them in 

| eu of the bullion, wheat and rice, of which we have 
Our poverty in specie is equal to our riches in com- 
modities : this circumstance absolutely compels me to 
take as many ingots as possible from the merchants, and 
to give them corn, &c. in exchange. t 


These ingots formed from the gold and silver previously 
ag on eee 
| where the Maltese kept their public treasury. See the Letter of 
the Bailly of Teigna, and the Manifestoes of the different com- 
egy onpagtice dyno eee 
payment, and then to take it from them again in exchange 

rr 
ing 20 perfectly consonant to the French ideas of justice, — 
been 20 frequently employed by them, wherever they have 

power to put it in practice, as their good friends and allies can 
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I have heard nothing from you since I left Alex- 
andria. You have doubtless heard many idle rumours, 
and alarms. I have sent you several letters by the peo- 
ple of the country, which I fear have been intercepted 


But we would fain ask the General how the country can be 
poor in specie, when it appears from his letter to the Directory, | 
written only three days before the present, that every Mamelouc 
had three or four hundred pounds in his pocket. The Mame- 
« Joucs,”” says he, (see all the papers of the 31ſt of October) 
« ghewed great bravery. They defended their fortunes, for 
<< there was not one of them on whom our soldiers did not find 
« three, four, and five hundred louis 111! || 
| Now it appears from the Same account, that the number of 
Mameloucs engaged was 6000. It is but fair to suppose that 
those who escaped were as rich as those who fell: 600, there - 
fore, multiplied by gd, the average of their fortunes, gives a 
total of: 2,400,000 louis—no despicable sum for a country go 
poor in specie; and probably not a great deal less than what | 
might be found in the pockets, or even in the poszession, of the 
bo Nn 
all know, $o rich in specie 

os is hoe Gund oo docs Mie. | 
loucs, who, as the General says in his letter ta the Directory, 


were killed, $00,000 louis, by the fairest calculation: now we | 


to revign their plunder for a time (especially as they seem to enjoy 
few opportunities of wasting it); and thus to have syared Bona- 
parte the mortification, and Kleber the infamy, of compelling the 
r INIIIIL bs ASE what Wby C5" LAOLIM Uh £8 
change for what they cannot spare 
Shall we now be serious? We do not believe that the Mame- 
loucs had a single louis about them: rich arms and clothing 
they certainly had; and if the French should ever return home 
(as, if it please God, they never will), they may probpbly turn | 
them to Some account: at present, all these fine things are mere, 
incumbrances to them. 
We de not kyow the e of it, but we eau odverve 
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by the Arabs, as has most probably been the case with 
those which you have sent me. I am now all impa- 
tience to hear from you ; as you have undoubtedly by 
this time received intelligence from France. 

We have undergone more hardships than many among 
us had courage to support: at present, we are recover- ' 
ing ourselves a little at Cairo, which is not deficient in 
supplies. All our troops have joined. 

The Officers of the Staff will have acquainted you 
with the military transactien which preceded our entry 
into this place. It was tolerably brilliant. Two thou- 
sand of the best mounted Mameloues were driven into 
the Nile. 

The army is in the greatest want of its baggage. I 
have dispatched the Adjutant-General Almeyras with a 
battalion of the 85th, and an immense quantity of pro- 
visions for the fleet, to Rosetta. He is commissioned 
on his rcturn to take on board his flotilla, all the bag- 
gage, &c. of the army, and to escort it to Cairo. 
Order the Staff Officers of the different corps, charg- 
c 
Rosetta. 

Send us our Arabic and French printing-presses. See 


that they embark all the wine, brandy, tents, shoes,* &c. 


that none of the army attempt to cajole Kleber. He is almost the 
only one to whom things are represented as they really are 
And Bonaparte, whose letter to the Cockneys of Paris, repre- 
senting Egypt as almost paved with gold, was scarce dry; sits 
down to tell this sagacious and penetrating General, that there is 
none to be found in it; and that he has no resource but the 
plundered ingots of Malta! | 

„%% eee 
reach Cairo. The port of Alexandria is hermetically sealed, and 

| F | 
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Send round all these articles by sea to Rosetta: and 
as the Nile is now upon its increase, they will find no 
difficulty in passing up that river to Cairo. 

I am anxious to hear of your health. I hope it will 
be speedily re-established, and that you will be soon in 
a condition to come and join us. 

J have written to Louis d to set out for Rosetta im- 
mediately, with all my baggage. 

Since I wrote thie, I have found in a garden belong- 
ing to one of the Mameloucs, a letter from Louis—this | 
convinces me that one of your couriers has been inter- 
cxptes by thear prope. 

Health. 


BonAPARTE. 


however urgent the wants of the army may be, they must learn 
to bear them. 

* His brother. . He alludes to Boursienne s letter, see No. 
XIV, 
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No. X. | 


Au Quartier giniral du Caire, 
le 9 Thermidor, an 6. 


Box APART, Membre de Þ Insiitut Naas General 
en Chef, au General de Division, KX EIER. 


V ovs trouverez ci-joint, Citoyen General, copie de 
Vorganisation provisoire de I'Egypte. 

Vous nommerez le Divan, VAga, la Compagnie de 
60 hommes qu'il doit avoir avec lui. 

Vous ferez faire Vinventaire de tous les bien, meubles 
a end otemencton cer ilimetondes, L'In- 
tendant et FAgent Francais vont se rendre incessamment 
3 leur poste. 

Vous ſere faire la levec de tous les chevaux pour la 
remonte de la cavalerie. 
le vous prie de prendre toutes les mesures neEcessaires 
pour maintenir b & bc don coder des bs 
province &'Alexandrie. 


Salut. 


Bow Ar ARTE. 


F 2 
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Au Quartier general du Caire, 
le 9 Thermidor, an 6. 
nn. Membre de I Institut National, General 
"en Chef. 
ORDONNE. 


Article Premier. 


It aura dans chaque province de I Egypte un Divan 
compose de 7 personnes, charges de veiller aux intẽrèts 
de la province, de me faire part de toutes les plaintes 
qu'il pourroit y avoir; d'empecher les guerres que se 
font les villages entre eux, de surveiller les mauvais 
sujets, de les chatier en demandant la force au Com- 
mandant Francais, et d ẽclairer le peuple toutes les fois 
que cela sera nEcessaire. 


Article 2. 
Il y aura dans chaque province un Aga des Janissaires 
qui se tiendra toujours avec le Commandant Francais. 
Il aura avec lui une compagnie de 60 hommes du pays 
armes, avec lesquels il se portera partout ou il sera 
neEcessaire pour maintenir le bon ordre, et faire rester 
r 


Article 3. 


I! y aura dans chaque province un Intendant chargẽ 
de la perception du Miri et du Feddam, et de tous les 
revenus qui appartenaient ci-devant aux Mamelouks, et 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 69 


qui appartiennent aujourd'hui à la Republique. Il aura 
chez lui le nombre d' Agens nẽcessaires. 
Article 4. 

[1 y aura aupres du dit Intendant un Agent Francois, 
tant pour correspondre avec Vadministration des finances, 
que pour faire exEcuter tous les ordres qu'il pourroĩt re- 
_ eevoir, et 1 


(Signe) BoxAraxrx. 


| P | "—_ 7 | e. 
BonayarTE. 


| 


BoxArARTE, Member of the National Institute, Cam- 
mander in Chief, to the General of Division, KI EIER. 


Aux to this, Citizen General, you will find a 
copy of the provisional organization of Egypt. 


* We scarce know whether this famous code, which we do not 
yet despair of hearing some enlightened senator call a master- 
piece of human wisdom and integrity, be most distinguished for 
its folly or atrocity. The people whom Bonaparte loudly pro- 
ſesses he came to relieve, are to have the liberty of paying the 
taxes which they paid to the Mameloucs, to an Intendant assisted 
by a company of fusileers, in the shape of agents, who, if 
they (the people) do not appear fully sensible of the blessing thus 
thrust upon them (as, God knows, may very innocently be the 
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You will name the Divan, the Aga, and the conipany 
of sixty men which he is to have with him. 

You will cause an inventory to be taken of all the 
goods, moveables and immoveables, which belonged to 

the Mameloucs. The Intendant, and the French Agent 

are on the point of repairing to their posts. 

You will order a general levy of horses to be made, 
to remount the cavalry. 


I entreat you to take every precaution to preserve 
tranquillity and good order in the province of Alexandria. 


Health. 
BONAPARTE. 


case l) are in the onde of this great conttrion-monger, 
enlighten them 
The reader will find more on this head in our Introduction, to 
which we willingly refer him. To say the truth, we are glad to 
escape from the subject, as we contemplate with no agreeable 
feelings, the spectacle of a man (though that man be Bonaparte), 
thus ignorantly and wantonly, and barbarously playing with the 
happiness of a nation, which never injured, perhaps never heard 
of him, or his rapacious masters. One consolation yet remains, 
and we honestly confess that we have not Stoicism enough, to 
deny ourselves the gratification of enjoying it by anticipation. 
Egypt is the last country that Bonaparte will ever insult with the 
mockery of liberty: he has run his career of impiety and deceit, _ 
of pillage and desolation :;— 

= The wp cats en is frrmumes cod nnd divas, 

And everlasting night begins to close him. 
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(The Copy.) 


Head Quarters, Cairo, Fuly 27. 
BonararTtE, Member of the National Institute, Com- 
mander in Chief. 


ORDERS. 


Article 1. 

| There hall be in each province of Egypt, a Divan 
composed of seven persons, charged to watch over the 
interests of the province, to inform me of every griev- 
ance, to prevent the contests which arise between the 
different villages, to keep a steady eye over the turbulent 
and seditious, to punish them by calling in the military 
force under the French Commander, and to enlighten 
the people as often as it hall be found requicite. 


Article 2. 
There shall be in each province an Aga of the Jani- 
 2zaries, who shall constantly reside with the French 
Commandant. He shall have with him a company of 
armed men, natives of the country; with whom he shall 
proceed wherever his services may be necessary to main- 


tain good order, 22 
and obedience. 


Article 3. 

There shall be in every province an Intendant, charged 
with the collection of the Miri and the Feddam ; and 
generally of all the revenues which belonged heretofore 
to the Mameloucs, and which appertain at present to 
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the Republic. He shall have with him the necessary 
number of agents. 


Article 4. 
| There call always be with the said Intendant, a 
French Agent; for the purpose of corresponding with 
the Administrator of the Finances, for insuring the exe- 
cution of such orders as he may receive, and for ac- 
quiring a perfect knowledge of the ystem of adminis- 
tration. 


(Signed) Bonarants. 


A true copy. 


| Bonarants. 
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No. XI. 


4 Boulae, pris le Caire, le g Thermider, an 6. 
A KLieBEs. 


Nous sommes enfin arrives, mon ami, au pays tant 
desire ! qu'il est loin de ce que Vimagination meme la 
plus raisonnable se l ẽtoĩt represente ; Vhorrible villasse 
du Caire est peuplẽe dune canaille paresseuse, accroupie 
tout le jour devant leurs huttes infames, fumant, pre- 
3 duvant 
de Feau. 

aer 
dans les rues puantes et Etroites de cette fameuse capi- 
tale. Le seul quartier des Mamelouks est habitable. 
Le General en Chef y demeure dans une assez belle 
maison de Bey. J'ai Ecrit au Chef de Brigade Dupuis 
actuellement General et Commandant an Caive, pour 
qu'il ey fit rEserver une maison; je n'ai pas encore a 
rẽponse. 
La division est à une espace de ville appellee Boulac 
pres le Nil; une demie lieue du Caire : nous sommes 
tous logẽs dans des maisons abandonnẽes et fort vilaines. 
Dugua seulement est passablement. 
Le General Lannes vient de recevoir Fordre d' aller 

prendre le commandement de la division Menou, a la 
place de Vial, qui va a Damiette avec un bataillon: il 
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m' assure qu'il refuse ra. Le 25 legere et le General 
Verdier sont en position pres les Pyramides, sur la rive 
gauche du Nil, jusqu à ce que le point qu'il occupe soit 
 fortifie pour y placer un poste de cent hommes. || 
On doit ẽtablir un pont vis-a-vis Gizeh; cet endroit | 
est en ce moment occupe par la reserve dartillerie et 
du genie. La division Regnier est au devant du Caire, 
a deux ou trois licues: celle de Desaix va venir a vieux 
CE Guy OX 130 20 © 16 CERES, et celle de Menou 
en ville. 

Tu n'as pas d'idee des marches fatiguantes que nous 
avons faites pour arriver au Caire ; arrivant toujours a 
trois ou quatre heures apres-midi, apres avoir souffert 
toute la chaleur, la plus part du temps sans vivres, ẽtant 
obliges de glaner ce que les divisions qui nous prece-' 
_ dojent avoient laissẽ dans les horribles villages qu elles 
avoient souvent pilles ; harcelẽs toute la marche par cette 
horde de voleurs appelles Bedouins qui nous ont tus des 
hommes et des officiers, a vingt-cingq pas de la colonne. 
L'Aide de Camp du General Dugua, appelle Geroret, a 
ẽtẽ assassinẽ avant hier de cette maniere, en allant por- 
ter un ordre à un peloton de grenadiers a une portẽe de 
de fusi] du camp; c'est une guerre, ma foi, pire que 
celle de la Vendee! 

Nous avons eu combat le jour de notre arrivee sur le 
Nil a la hauteur du Caire. Les Mamelouks qui avoient 
eu Fesprit de se placer sur la rive gauche du Nil nous 
ont presentẽ le combat, et ils ont ẽtẽ rossẽs; cette ba- 
taille se nomme celle des Pyramides ; ils ont perdu sept 
ou huit-cents hommes sans exageration aucune, il y a eu 
m 
lant passer le Nil à la nage. 
Je desire bien savoir comment tu te portes, et quand 
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tu seras en état de venir prendre le commandement de 
la division, qui est en de bien foibles mains. Tout le 
monde t'y desire, et chacun se relache singulièrement 
du service; je fais ce que je puis pour retenir chaque 
partie lice entre elle, mais cela va treès- mal. Les troupes 
ne sont ni payces ni nourries, et tu devine aisement 
combien cela attire de murmures; ils sont peut-etre plus 
forts encore de la part des officiers. On nous fait es- 
, perer qui d'ici a hvit jours, les administrations seront 
ase bien organisees pour faire exactement les distri- 
butions ; mais cela est bien long. 

Si tu viens bientot ce que je souhaĩte ardemment, fais 
toi escorter meme sur ta barque par des fusilliers qui 
puĩssent repondre aux aftaques des Bedouins, qui ne 
manqueront Surement pas de se prẽsenter sur la rive du 
Nil pour essayer de te fusiller dans ta barque. 

Le Commissaire Ordonnateur Sucy a eu le bras cassẽ 
sur la flotille en remontant au Caire. Tu pourrois peut- 
ttre revenir avec les chalouppes canonnieres, et les 


germes qui sont alle chercher les effets des troupes à 
Alexandrie. Arrive ! arrive! et arrive! 


Tout à toi. 
Damas. 


8 


Amitie 3 Auguste, et à ses Collegues. 
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TRANSLATION. 
Boulac, near Cairo, Fuly 27th. 


To KLEBER.* 


W. are arrived at length, my friend, at the spot 
0 much and so eagerly desired! How different is it 


inhabited. by a lazy set of wretches, who squat all day 
| before their filthy huts, smoking, and taking coffee, or 

It is easy enough to lose ones-self for a whole day in 
the stinking and narrow streets of this illustrious capi- 
tal. The quarter of the Mameloucs is the only one 
which is habitable ; the Commander in Chief resides 
there in a tolerable handsome house, which belonged to 
one of the Beys. I have written to the Chief of Brigade, 


Dupuis, F at present General and Governor of Cairo, to 


reserve a house for thee. I have not yet received his 
answer. = 
The division is quartered in a kind of town, called 


Boulac, upon the Nile, about half a league from Cairo. 


We are all lodged in houses deserted by the owners, and 


This well written letter is from one of the best officers in 
the French service; it is another proof of what we observed ina 


former page, that Kleber had no attempts made on his credu- 


lity ; every thing is represented to him in its true light. 


_ figured it to be! This execrable doghole of a city is 


c 
i 
t] 
( 
: 
c 
| 
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wretched enough in all conscience. Dugua's is the only 
one which is tolerable. 

General Lannes has just received an order to take the 
command of Menou's division, in the room of Vial, who 
is going to Damietta with a battalion. He assures me 
that he will not accept it. The 2d light battalion, and 
General Verdier, are stationed near the Pyramids, on 
the left bank of the Nile, till the position which he oc- 
cupies can be fortified, so as to receive a garrison of a 
hundred men. 

A bridge is intended to be thrown over the river, 


nearly opposite Gizeh. The spot is at present occupied 
by the reserve of the artillery and engineers. Regnier's 
division is stationed two or three leagues in front of 
Cairo; Desaix's is about to occupy Old Cairo ; Bon's 
is Stationed in the citadel, and Menou's in the city. 
Thou hast not an idea of the fatiguing marches we 
made to get to Cairo; never halting till three or four 
o'clock in the afternoon, after broiling in the sun all 
day; the greatest part of the time without food ; obliged 
to glean what the divisions which preceded us had left 
in those detestable villages, which they had frequently 
pillaged ; and harassed during the whole march by 
those hordes of robbers called Bedouins, who killed 
not only our men, but our officers, at 
paces from the main body. The Aid-de-camp of Gene- 
ral Dugua, called Geroret, was shot in this manner as 
he was carrying an order to a file of grenadiers, not a 
musket shot from the camp. It is a more destruetive 
war, on my soul! than-that of La Vendee. 
We had an engagement the day we arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Cairo. The Mameloucs, who had 
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the good sense ® to place themselves on the left bank of 
the Nile, offered us battle, and got a good beating. We 
call it the Battle of the Pyramids; they lost (to speak 
without exaggeration) seven or eight hundred men ; of 
these, a great portion perished in attempting to swim 
across the Nile. 

I wish very much to know how thou art, and when 
thou think'st theu shalt be able to come and take the 
command of the division, which is in very feeble hands. 


L' Evprit in the original; Damas speaks ironically. It is evi- 
dent that if those brave and unfortunate men had not entered 
into a pitched battle, but retired before the enemy to the right 
bank of the Nile, and contented themselves with harassing them, 
and disputing the passage, the whole army must in this case have 
been destroyed. Nothing, in short, but a blind reliance on their 
own courage, and a total ignorance of the European manner of 
fighting, could have induced between three and four thousand men 
(for this was their utmost number) to attack 24,000 of the best 


troops of France, furnished with artillery, and bristled with an iin - 
penetrable fence of bayonets. That they should be defeated, is 
not $0 wonderful as that they should be able to do any injury at | 


all to the French—which we yet find they did. 
— Bonaparte reckons his loss, in his letter to the Directory, at 


x50 killed and wounded ; in another letter (not to the Directory) 


he states the number to be 210; most probably it was greater 
still. We are glad, however, to find from the authentic state - 
ment before us, that the loss of the Mameloucs was not 30 great. 


Damas reckoos it at 700 or $00 men, and even $o, he is appre- 


hensive that he shall be suspected of exaggeration. This is more 
than was necessary to teach us to read the rhapsodies of the Com- 
mander in Chief cum grano.— 

+ These ſeeble hands are Dugua's ; the division was intrusted 


to him, in consequence of Kleber's wound, which detained that 


General at Alexandria. The remainder of this letter is highly 
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iere is a 
/ is dexirous of having thee here. There 
porn Few Arte in the service: I do all I can to pre- 
2 3 Py 4 
23 are nei =” » — 
guess murmurs this occasions : 
bu perhaps among the officers. ca 
11 promises, is bs © wt tive he OS 
. 5 
make their distributions regularly but a week 
2 r 
3 ieee e 
2 of securing thee from the attacks 
e 
on the banks of the Nile, and endeavour destroy tl 
E Sucy, had his arm fractured 
— iro. Thou 
padephg mag iy 
oy of 


My regards to Augustus and his Colleagues. 
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No. XII. 


Du Grand Caire, le Tbermidar, an 6. 


La General Desaix me charge, mon cher Douzelot, 
de te recommander de ne pas oublier ses effets, et nous 
croyons qu'il est inutile de te recommander les n6tres. | 
Nous les attendons comme le messe; ne laizze abeolu- 1 
ment rien. 
4 Malles au General Desaix. 

1 Porte-manteau, idem. 

1 Forme à drapeau, avec une petite boite. 

x SecreEtaire au General. 

2 Matelats—1 couverte de drap blanc. 

1 Paire de draps. 

x Housse, et 1 coussin de voiture. La voiture wu le 
No. 54. 

16 Caizzes de apin, marquees au General Decaix, 
contenant du vin. 

x Tonneau goudronne sur les deux fonds, contenant q | 
du vin. 

1 Barril de vinaigre. 

5 Bouteilles de vin, dans le coffre du cabinct du Ci- 
toyen Le Roi. 

Tout cela Etoit it dans la soute du cuixinier de Daure. 


A Clẽment. 
1 Malle—il y a des adresses. 
1 Porte-manteau—son hamac. 


ORIGINAL . 


1 | 
1 Caĩsse contenant des selles, elle est quarr&e platte 
forme en sapin, elle ferme avec une serrure. 
Mon hatnac si il est possible, au moins mon matelat, 
ma couverture, mes draps, et mon traversin. | 

ag Falter quilgecs Valellis & 
bon run, fais-le. 

Nous sommes sans cuivinier, i tu en trouve un, 
_ amene-le. . | ; | | 
Dis a ton domestique de passer aux bitiments de nos 
chevatx, d prendre les effets de Joli-coeur, et de de- 
mander au Citoyen Martin marechal des logis an 2o0me 
de dragons, le porte-manteau du dragon Alex. Timber 
qui patize ict mon cheval. 
Si tu Eprouvois des difficult&s pour embarquer la 
voiture, le General te prie de la dEbarquer, la faire 
monter, et ls placer en lieu ir 3 Alexandrie. 
Ton fre me charge de te dire Füpponter tout ce 
qui lui appartient, ainsi qu à ol, Ge me „„ 
abebument rien. 
- N'oublie pas ceus de Bourdon. 
Derne 
teniidts-le à Vartillerie, en prenant un regu ; nous tien 
tibiverons um It ; tou frere en a 3. 
| " Vier vine clldes Gab maws 56 peldans Ge Forciger 3 
en tiaverzant les DEetrs nous cumes unk allerte de nuit, 


een nous pendants 1 hee u. Gent Pe. 
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Six, sellée, bridge du 7me hussards ; les deux chevaun 
de ton frere ; le mien sellé, venant du 20me dragons, 
une jument noire ; celui de Rap du 7me bussards. Ce- 
lui de Clement, courte queue. Ils prirent tous la fuite; 


Eapres les rapports, ils ont ẽtẽ arretẽs 3 Rosette, et 


mis au dep6t de Fartillerie; si en passant tu po]² ] 
les decouvrir, en prendre des regus, Fon — , 
27 nous 
vivons ici beaucoup plus mal que nous n'avons ña mais 
rẽcu de la vie. Pas une goute de vin, ni & eau-de- vie. 
Ton frere te rẽcommande de faire en sorte den faire 
dẽ barquer des bitiments de Civita Vecchia, le plus que 
tu pourras, et $i il le faut un tonnean de V'un et de autre : 
ne rien negliger aupres de Collasse. | 
E ents wa; xo. w e 
ele que nous en avons le plus grand besoin. II y en 
FR WES OL | 
peut sen procurer. , 
Dune chose que l'on eee 
les ballots de zouliers, et de chemizes de la division, 
comme Equipages du General Desaix ; les soldats en 
sont nuds—et on les prendroit pour d' autres. | 
Si to as heavin dg, ang ui dn mien, ot U. 
compre. : 
„ Senn 
zouviens-toi que nous n'aurons de vin, et Feau-de-vie, 
gue ce que u apporteras, et que sur les 16 caisses de 
pin, 14 sont au Général Bonaparte. Au nom de 
Dieu apportes-en du convoi, et de Feau-de-vie.- Toute 
Farm&Ee a la diazrh&e a force de boire de len. Pour 
Dieu, de vin, de Veau-de-vie, et du rum, et n'oublic pas | 
les cffets du General Beliard: ne lui laiase rien 13-bas, 
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1222 
ẽtẽ we. 


Savary. 
L'on \ vous envoye 66 barques du Nil z il pourrolt 8 


faire que Jon prit encore des tartanes a Alexandrie, 
dans ce cas il faudroit tacher de te mettre sur une. 


mene mon domestique malade ou non, je le ge- 
rirat ici. 


TRANSLATI ON. 


Grand Cairo, Fuly 2. 


Gzxenar Dexaix enjoins me, my dear Douzelot, to . 
request thee not to forget his baggage ; and we are per- 
suaded that it is unnecessary to put thes in mind of our 
own. rr 


e General Nu. 


4 Tasks. 
1 Portmanteau. 
Z . | 
u Writing desk. 

6 1 pair of dn. 


9 Kind of tettec, 22 
ty 20 2 | 
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1 Horte cloth, t chaise eat, and a chaſse on board the 
transport, No. 54. x 
16 Deal cases, marked with the General's name, 
containing wine. 
1 Tun pitched at both ends, and containing wine. 
t Barrel of vinegar. 
5 Bottles of wine in a coffer in Citizen Le Roi's 
eloset. 
All which you will find in the bread-room of the ship. 


| To Clement. 
1 Trunk—his direction is on it. 
t Portmanteau, and his hammock. 
To Rap. 
» Loy tracker cans, 1 trunk, and his hammock. 


: Caxe containing saddles—it is a flat square one, and 


- shuts with a lock. 
My hamimock if possible, and if not, my mattress, 
my coverlet, my sheets, and my bolster. 
If thou hast an opportunity of purchasing a few bot- 
iles of good rum, do it. 

We have no cook here ; if thes can'st find ene, bring 
him with thee. 
| Tell thy servant to go on board the transport where 
the horses are, and fetch Joli-cceur's baggage ; tell 
him too, to ask Citizen Martin, quarter-master of the 
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Alex. Timber, who js with me at prevent, and Jogks 
afier my harte. . | 
If thou find'st any difficulty is embarking Dexgix's 
carriage, the General wishes thee to take it on shore, 
have it put together, and then lay it up in zome zafe 
place at Alexandria. 
Thy brother charges me to tell thee to bring every 
thing that belongs to him, as well as to thyself, and to 
forget nothing—poxitively nothing. | 

Do not forget Bourdon's things. 

If thou can st not embark thy horse, sell him, or turn 
him over to the artillery, and take a receipt for him. 
We will find thee one here; thy brother has three. 

We wish thee to pay a little attention to what fol- 
lows: In crossing the Desert one night, we had our 
of General Desaix's, saddled and bridled (of the 75th 
| hussars), thy brother's two horses, my own, saddled (of 
the 20th dragoons), 2 black mare, one of Rap's (of the 
7th hussars), and one of Clement's, dock-tailed ; they 
all galloped off, and, as we hear, were stupped at Ro- 
setta, and sent to the depot of the artillery. If ben 


canst discover them in passing that way, take receipts 


for them, and we shall be paid the money here. 
I write what follows, at the request, and, indeed, in the 
words of thy brother; ¶ We live here more wretchedly. 
« than ever we lived in our lives; we have not one drop 
of wine, nor even brandy.” Thy brother intreats thee 
to take measures for bringing on shore as much of both 
as possible (not less than a tun of each) from the trans- 
ports of Civita Vecchia. Remember to get all thou 
canst from Collasse.* | 

®* Commigzary at war, and superintendaat of the port, c 
ae" 


of 


Do not ſorget; wine, brandy, and rum; it is an age 
tince we have been in the utmost need of them all. 
There is very little here, and that little is extremely 
bad, above all price, and not to be procured. 
Another thing which thou art desired to do, is to en- 
bark the packages of shoes and shirts for the division, 
as well as the baggage of General Desaix. The men are 
absolutely without either, and we fear they will be given 
to others. 
If thou art in want of money, take some of mine, and 
tet it down. 

Adieu; we expect thee; do the best thou canst; above 
all, do not forget that we shall have no wine nor brandy 
but what thou bringest with thee ; remember too, that 
| of the sirxteen deal cases, fourteen belong to General 
Bonaparte. In the name of God, bring us our baggage 
and our brandy ; the whole army is ill of a diarrhea, 
with drinking water. In the name of God, wins, 
BRANDY, and au..“ Don't forget the baggage f 


® Anxiety cannot be enpressed in stronger words than these 
before us; it marks the dresses to which the French were re- 
duced, and the urgent want of those indispensable articles of = 
health and convenience which were left at Alexandria, in the 
moat striking manner. 

It is proper in this place, inform euch of cus reatovas may 
not be well acquainted with the topical history of Egypt, that 
Alezandria, where all the baggage and all the stores were left 
when the army marched to Cairo, is situated in the Desert, pro- 
perly speaking, and has no communication whatever with Egypt 


Nile which throws itself into the sea below Nosetta. 


(at least in its present circumstances) but by that branch of the 


It follows, therefore, that while the coast is in our posseasion 


(which it now completely is, by the glorious victory of the first 
of August), nothing of conzequence can pass; and the worre | 
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General Beliard; leave nothing at Alexandria, at least 


dence between the two parts of the French army (that of Alex - 
andria and that of Cairo) is nearly as impracticable (at least as to 
any purpose of relief) as if the Atlantic rolled between them. 

An army, indeed, might cross the Deserts, as Bonaparte's did, 
but the French have not now any armies to spare ; and if they 
| had, it is not sure that they would attempt it, after the experience 
they have had of its difficultics and dangers. 'And even if they 
should, nothing would be gained by it, for they could carry no- 
thing with them; no, not a day's provisions, and if they ever 
reached Cairo, it would be only to perish under the ame wants 
_ as those who preceded them. * 

. —— of Brine latens. Mane 
transports and troops at Alexandria were in the greatest need of 
water and provisions; the latter, Bonaparte was sending them 
from Cairo, in zixty schermes, or country boats, which, when 
the latest of these dispatches were made up, had not reached Ro- 
 getta; and moatcertainly will never get to Alexandria. 

What the wants of the grand army at Cairo are, our readers 
have seen: we will take upon us confidently to predict, that they 
will never be supplied]; for if the little skiff that was creeying along 
lance of our indefatigable tars, how can larger vessels hope todo 
it? Add to this, that the mouth of the Nile is exceedingly di- 
cult to be passed, on account of the surf that always prevails 
upon the bar, and asks a thousand precautions which can only be 
taken in a time of full security. 

What the effect of this want of communication may be at Alex- 
andria, we know not; at Cairo it must be dreadful. In the 
* name of God, zays vary.“ bring us our brandy and our rum, 
« for the whole army is ill of a diarrhea.” Obecrve, this is the 
army which Bonaparte and Berthier represent, in their official 
dizpatches, as in perfect health! We want no better dest of 
their veracity! 


uy - 


as little as poazible : as for Mireur,* thou knows that 
he is killed. 


Adieu. 
SAVARY. 


We are going to send you sixty of the country 
barks; there is a possibility of your finding some tar 


tunes at Alexandria, in that case I would have you en- 


deavour to come in one of them. Bring my servant 


© e Mireur,” zays Bonaparte, in his official letter to the 
W other aid-du-camps, 
«© and officers of the staff, have been killed by these wretches 
(the Arabs, who, if killing makes wretches, are certainly not 
greater wreiches than the French; some people may think not 20 
great); * the Republic has sustained a los in Mireur ; he was 


impious rant about destiny, &c. We gather from the corres- 
pondence, that the army are all turned decided fatalists. We de 
not woader at it, for, if we must speak our minds, we will ven- 
qe 
with the expedition. 


« the bravest General I ever knew; and then follows zome 
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No. XIII. 


Hu Yuartier ginral du Grand Caire, 
le 9 Thermider, an 6. 


— de Brigade, — les 185 ey 
32"* x Brigades de Bataille. 


J. vous avois promis, cher frere, dans ma dernizre, de 
vous Ecrire de la plus grande Ville du monde. Je m'em- 
presse à vous prouver combien j'aime 3 vous tenir parole. 

Il ne m'est pas possible de vous faire des details sur 
nos affaires, ni sur les privations que nous avons Eprou- 
| vees dans notre marche; le depart du vaisseau ne nous 
donne pas le tems; mais le rapport du General en Chef 
que vous verrez sfirement sur les papiers, vous mettra 
au fait de tout. Milhot et Faine Se sont dis- 
tinguss dans la bataille des Piramides, Milhoe a £16 
nomme Lieutenant sur le champ de bataille, et Rampan 
Sous-Lieutenant au 7 rEgiment d'hussards ; il me reste 
encore le cadet que j'espere de placer dans la premitre 
affaire : d ailleurs je suis assez content deux. 

Adieu, cher frere, je desire que votre santé soit 
bonne, ainsi que celle de ma sur, quant à la mienne 
elle est asse bonne; mais je suis tres-fatigue, et les 
6 pays m'ötent la 
maitiẽ de mes forces. Enfin, il nous faut de la patiencg, 


du courage, et avec 2 
. ROS GE FO. 
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Adieu, je vous embrasse bien tendrement, mille et 
mais choses 3 ma scur et a toute notre famille, et à nos 
amis, et amies. Donnez, je vous prie, de mes nouvelles 

4 ma ur Trappier, je n'ai pas le temps dy ẽcrire. 


RamneoN. 


Sonillier, Milhot, et nos deux neveux me chargent de 


TRANSLATION. 


Head Quarters, Grand Cairo, Fuly. | 
Rauron, General of Brigade, commanding the 180 and | 
| Dear Brother, 

T rxomnsnD in my last to write to you from the largest · | 
city in the world; and I hasten to prove to you how 
| deirous I am of keeping my word. | 
It is impossible for me to enter into any details on 


our present situation, or on the pri 
went in our march ; the immediate departure of the 

© This is much for a Frenchman to say, but 50 he was told at 
Paris, and so he will continue to repeat. Cairo is far enough 


privations we under- | 


from being the largest city in the world, or even in Europe: 


London itself is twice as large 
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vessel r 
mander 1 which you will be sure to ze * 
Rr 
passed. Milbat, ir 
themselves in the battle of the Pyramids. Mallet 
rr 
= the 7th regiment of hussars. I hav = 
— on my hands; and in the next action 
ecu, {dab car ef hall nd appr 
providing for him—to tell you the truth, 
earn wel peed wh hem a 8 
sister — E NN 
continue to enjoy your health : N 
8 it is not yet to de complained ; 2 
dere 10 death, andthe be of this n 
away grength. In a word, we must — 
tience, n Ar ee 
| other perhaps, have the happiness of returning to 
dear country. 


r = 


and 
thousand thousand kind things to my sister, 
23 to all our friends, male and female, 


and to my sister Trappier, to whom I have not time to 
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Au Yuartier giniral du Gize, le 6 Thermider. 


4u Citoyen Louis Bonarante, Aid de Camp du Ge. 


nt ral en Chef, à Alexandrie. 


La General en Chef me charge, mon cher Louis, de || 


vVannoncer la victoire qu'il a remportee le 3 de ce mois 
aur les Mamelouks. Elle a été complette; elle fut don- 


ennemis, tant tuẽs que blesss, à deux mille hommes; 
40 pieces de canon, et beaucoup de chevaux. Notre 
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Egypte. Le General va ce soir au Caire. 


Il me charge aussi de te dire de partir d Alexandrie 


avec tous ses eſſets, ses voitures et chevaux de Malte, sa 


voiture de Civita Vecchia, pour Nosette, od tu trouveras 
des germes du pais, un bataillon de la 89, et l'Adjudant- 
Genetral Almeyras, avec lesquels tu remonteras le Nil 


et viendras au Caire. De tous ses effets tu ne laisseras 
3 Alexandrie que sa belle voiture de voyage. 


JaissEs & Alexandrie : nous en avons tous bien besoin 


N'oublics pas non plus tous les vins, les livres, et les 


deux caisses de papiers, sur lesquelles est le nom du Ge- 
.. 


Je dembrasse. 


BovnSIENNE. 


n&e a Embabe vis-a-vis Boulac. On estime la perte des 
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Head Nuarters, Gizeh, Fuly 27. 
To Citizen Lovis Boxaratre, a de Camy te the 
Commander in Chief, at Alexandria. 


4 


Tas Commander in Chief charges me, my dear Louis, 
to announce to thee the victory which he gained on the 
24th of this month, over the Mameloucs. It was com- 
plete. It took place at Embabet, nearly opposite Bou- | 
hc. We reckon the loss of the enemy in killed and 
wounded at about 2000 men; 40 pieces of cannon, and 
a number of horses. Our loss was moderate. The Beys 
are fled to Upper Egypt. The General marches this 
evening to Cairo. 

He charges me also 10 bid thee ct out immediately 
Malta, and his carriage from Civita Vecchia) for Ro- 
xtta, where thou wilt find some boats of the country, 2 
battalion of the Sgth, and the Adjutant-General Almey- 
ras, with whom thou wilt ascend the Nile, and join ws 
at Cairo. Leave nothing of all thy brother's baggage at 
Alexandria, but his handsome travelling carriage. 

Do not forget, my friend, the baggage which we left 
at Alexandria : we are all in the greatest want of it ima- 
ginable ; as yur the with, Be HRS, is hs Fw park; 
Fand 
the other with Collot's. I embrace thee. 4 


1 ha 75 : - Andi . 
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. Quarter gnral ds cu egy Therm, 
Js m emprese, ma ude-chete mere, 5 vous falve pare | 


de Parrivee de Varmee Francaise, à laquelle j'ai Fhoc 


neur de servir, à Alexandrie en Egypte : pendant notre 


traversẽe nous nous sommes empares de Tile, port et 
ville de Malte, qui est à 1100 licues de Toulon; main- | 
tenant nous sommes au Grand Caire, ville capitale 


d Eeypte, distance de mille lieues de France. 


Jai beaucoup souffert pendant deux mois que nous 
avons rextes en mer; tous les jours je ne cexzois de vo- 
à terre 
sous les murs de la ville d Alexandrie, j'ai &t& gueri de 
la maladie de mer, mais mes peines n ont pas EtE ter- 


mir jusqu an sang; lors que nous avons mis pied 


N uus avons perdu 300 hommes en escaladant les rem- 
parts pour nous rendre maltre de la ville. Apres quatre 
jours de repos, nous nous sommes mis à la poursuite 


le Desert: mais la premiere nuit de marche me ſut bien 


fſuneste. Teuis a Vavant garde; nous tombames sur un 
corps de cavalerie ennemi, et la vlvacit de mon che- 


val que vous avez connu, a causs tout mon malheur; il 


sortoit comme un lyon sur les chevaux et cavaliers en- 


nemis, mais malheureusement en se cabrant il tomba 3 
la renverse, et moi pour Eviter d' etre Ecrase je me jet- 
tai yar che. Comme c'<tait la nuit, je n eu pas le tems 


des troupes Arabes, qui $'<toient retirẽ es et campees dans 
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de le saisir ; il ee releva et partit comme Veclalr avec le 
eavalerĩe ennemie, qui abandonna le champ de bataille. 
PF avais mis ce que j'avais de plus mauvais sur le corps, 
pour Conserver ce qui ẽtait neuf dans mon porte-man- 
teau, de sorte que je perdis, mon cheval, tout harnache, 
en argent que j'avais regus a Marseille pour mes appoin- 
temens arrĩẽrẽs, et le plus essentiel encore est mon porte- 
feuille, qui contenoit tous mes papiers. 
Je me trouvai tout-a-coup depouillẽ de tout, et obligs 
de marcher nuds pieds pendant 19 jours, sur le able 
brulant et les graviers dans le Desert, car le lendemain 
de cette malheureuse affaire, je perdis les semelles des 
vieilles bottes que j'avois aux jambes ; mon habit et ma 
vieille culotte furent bientot dechirts en mille mor- 
ceaux 5 ne trouvant pas un peu de pain pour s'alimen- 
ter, n'y une goutte d'eau pour s humecter la bouche; 


* 


— 


pour toute consolation je maudissais plus de cent fois le 
jour, le metier de la guerre. 

Enfin, le 4 de ce mois nous arrivames aux portes du 
Caire, Ia on toute V'armee ennemie Etait retranchee, et 


weis mille morts zur le champ de dataille; ile restant ne 
pouvant se gauver, 2 jetta dans le Nil, qui est ung 
riviere anni forte que le Nhöne, par cons6quent i 
furent tous noyẽs, ou fusillés aur eau. 'D'apres une 
parcille victoire nous entrames, tambour battant, dans 
la ville du Caire, et par cons6quent maltres de toute 


Je ne us, ma tris-chire mere dans quel teras j amis : 


of 


we are at Grand Cairo, the 
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I suffered a vast deal during the two months that our 
voyage lasted. During the whole time, I was sea-sick, 
without intermission, and brought up blood all day long. 
When we set foot upon land, however, under the walls 
of Alexandria, I was cured of my — but 
my sufferings were by no means at an end. | 
W 
After a halt of four days, we set out in pursuit of 
nene 
but the first night of our march was a very terrible one 
for me. I was with the advanced guard: we came 
suddenly upon a corps of the enemy's cavalry ; and my 
horse, which you know was always a very hot one, was 
the unfortunate cause of all my trouble. He sprung 
forward like a lion, upon the horses and horsemen of the 
enemy ; but unluckily, in rearing, he fell quite back- 
wards, and to avoid being crushed to death, I was ob- 
liged to fling myself on one side of him. As it was 
night, I had not time to seize him again: he got up, 
and set öff like lightning after the enemy's cavalry, 
which was quitting the field. 

T had put on all my old clothes, for the sake of pre- 
serving my new ones, which were packed up in my 
portmanteau ; 80 that I lost my horse completely bridled 
and saddled, my pistols, my cloak, my portmanteau, 
every thing that was in it, my clothes, twenty-four 
louis d'ors which I received at Marseilles to fit me out; 
arne 
ed all my papers. 


in the 25th half-Brigade. As he afterwards relates that the ene- 
my's cavalry were all killed or taken, we hope we may congra- 
tulate him on the recovery of his charger, and his new clothes. 
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Thus I found myself in an instant stript of every 
thing, and obliged to march barefoot for nineteen days 
on the burning sand and gravel of the Desert; for the 
very day after this unhappy affair, I lost the soles of the 


ald boots which I happened to have on my legs: my 
coat and my old breeches were very soon torn to a thou- 


zand tatters :—not having a bit of bread to eat, nora 


drop of water to moisten my mouth, all the. comfort I 
had was in cursing and d—mning the trade of war, more 
than a hundred times a day. 
At hes, on the 22d of this month, we arrived xt the 
gates of Cairo, where all the enemy's army was in- 
trenched, and waiting for us with great boldness ; but 
in their intrenchments; in about three quarters of an 
hour, they had 3000 killed outright ; the rest not being 

able to save themselves, plunged into the Nile, which is 
a river as large as the Rhone—consequently they were 
all drowned, or shot under water. After uch a victory, 
we entered, with drums beating, into the city of Cairo; 
consequently masters of all Egypt. 

I do not know, my dear mother, when I chall have 
the pleasure of secjng you. I repent much and much of 
ever coming here ; but it is now too late: in a word, 
I rezign myzelf to the Supreme will. In spite of the 
seas which separate us, yuur memory will be always 
graven on my heart, and the moment circumstances 
- Aqaba. acai 


GuiLLot. 
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Arnet d Angleterre. 


Au Grand Caire, le 9 Thermider. 
R. Drsctuzrrzs à la Citoyenne DESGENETTEIS, at 
Val-de-Grace, Rue St. Jacques, d Paris. 


Jz recri <cris enfin, ma chere Epouse, du Caire, qui sera 
je eroĩs, le terme de mon voyage. 

Deja je tai serit deux fois en mer, une fois de 
Malte, et un autre d' Alexandrie. Les occasions sont 
rares, et peu sfires. Pour moi, je n'ai point recu de tes 
lettres: rien ne m'a appris ton arrivee à Paris. 

Un jour je te raconterai tous mes Voyages, les combats 
que j aĩ vus, et les dangers sans nombre que j'ai partages. 
Mon ami, I'Ordonnateur en Chef, Sucy, a et grave= 
ment blessẽ d'un coup de feu, ainsi que le jeune 
Lannes. Desnanotre qui m'&toit aussi recommands 
par La Repede, a et fait prisonnier par les Arabes. 

Les peuples de VEgypte sont des sauvages fEroces. 
Les Beys, leurs maitres, des oppresseurs orgueilleux. 
Leur Mamelouks, c'est-a-dire, leur cavalerĩe d lite, et 
easte privilegice na oppose a Farmee qu'un courage ir- 
reflechi. Tout cela est battu. 

Il y a quelque chose que j; admire et que j'aime dans 
les Tures; c'est leur predestination, qui mene à des 
rẽsultats tres-philosophiques, et qui s arrange assez avec 
Mes circonitances, ma neanite, et mes destimees. 

H 2 
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Il y aussi des usages fort singuliers. On a jusques 
2 quatre femmes legitimes, sans compter les maitresses. 
Je ne saĩs tout cela qu'historiquement ; mais ce que je 
sais bien, c'est qu on ne boit gueres que de l'eau. 

Voila beaucoup de choses a raconter. Un peu de 
nos affaires. 

On ne nous paye pas, ma chere femme, et je n'ai 
rien regu depuis Toulon. Encore ne suis- je pas des 
plus malheureux; car presque tout le monde a ẽtẽ pille 
ou force de jetter a l'eau ses bagages, et j'ai tout con- 
En partant de Toulon, je t'ai envoyẽ 700 livres, un 
peu plus ou un peu moins. Courtal a ẽtẽ charge de 
1 
blies pas de men Ecrire, et dans plus d'une lettre, car 
elle se perdent, sont prises, &c. 
La lettre du Citoyen Girandi pour le Caire m'a ẽtẽ 
— je vis loge chez le medecin en question, et je 

'at place dans Farmee. 

„ 
Dontẽ, et j'espere toujours, ma chere Lolotte, t'embrasser 
au tems convenu entre nous. 

Lee eee et ceux que nous 


RD. 


envoĩ qui Feit je crois fait par les messageries. N'ou- 
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| TRANSLATION. 
Army of England.* 
Grand Cairo, Fuly 27th. 


R. DeSGENETTESt fs the female Citizen DiSGE- 
 NETTES, al-de-Grace, Rue St. Jacques, Paris. 


] warrs to thee, at last, my dear wife, from Cairo? 
which will be, I think, the boundary of my expe- 
I wrote to thee twice on our voyage; once from 
Malta, and again from Alexandria. Opportunities do 
not often occur, and when they do, they are very un- 
safe. Not a single letter of thine has yet reached me, 
nor have I yet heard of thy arrival at Paris. 
I will give thee hereaſter a faithful history of all my 
travels; the battles which I have seen, and the dangers 
without number which I have shared. 
My friend Sucy, first Commissary, is dangerously 
wounded } by a musket shot, as is the young Lannes. 


® Desgenettes seems at some former period to have miscalcu- 
lated his literary wants. His epistle is written on a Supernume- 
rary sheet of paper, prepared for the Army of Italy,” which 
last words are very fairly printed at the head of it. These the 
good Doctor has carefully erased, and in their place, substituted 


Army of England” —Such accuracy is above all praise 


t From an official document lying before us, Desgenettes ap- 
pears to be first Physician to the army ;—a situation for which the 
reader will conclude him to be specially qualified, before he has 
gone through his letter. 

$ His arm was fractured in passing up the Nile. 


202 corits oF 
Desnanotre, who was likewise recommended to me by 
La Repede, is taken prisoner by the Arabs. 
The natives of Egypt are ferocious savages : the Beys 
that is to say, their best cavalry, their privileged cast, 
opposed nothing to our army but a blind and inconsi- 
derate courage: they were beaten, of course. 
There is something in the Turks which I cannot. 
help * and even loving—it is their predestina- 
tion, which leads to results of the most philosophical 
nature, and which accommodates itself surprisingly te 
my circumstances, my nothingness, and my fates. 
They have also some very singular customs here. A 


man may have as many as four lawful wives, besides 


mistresses. This I have only from hearsay ; but I can 
vouch from my own knowledge, that they drink scarce 
any thing but water. 
Here is a great deal of news for one leter—now to 
our private affairs. 

Me are not paid at all, my dear wife ; nor have I 
received » din cons ciace Ihn Toulon. With all 
this, I am far from being the most unfortunate ; for 
almost every body here has either been pillaged, or 
compelled to fling his baggage into the river; and I 
have saved all mine. 


less. Courtal was charged to see them conveyed ; 

which was done, I believe, by the government messen- 
gers. Do not forget to write to me about them, and in 

more than one letter, for they are lost, taken, &c. 

Citizen Girandi's letter for Cairo was of service to 
me; I am lodged with the physician in question, and 

„* 


At quitting Toulon I sent thee 700 livres, more or | 
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The Commander in Chief has constantly treated me 

with kindness ; and I still hope, my dear Lolotte, to be 
with thee at the period we fixed on. 

Embrace, Julien, thy dear parents, and all our friends. 


R. DzsGunaTTES. 
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Roxette, en Egypte, le 9 Thermidar, an 6. 


Prxrr'ns, bonne amie, que cette lettre te parviendra. 
Je Fenvoie par une occasion particulicre, et c'est peut- 
etre la seule de toute celles que je Yai Ecrites depuis 
Malte, qui te sera remise. Pour moi, je n'ai pas eu le 
bonheur, depuis mon depart de Toulon, de recevoir des 
tiennes. [Il est cependant arrive depuis six jours, deux 
avĩsos, qui en ont apportẽ beaucoup. 

Je prẽsume que tes lettres auront ẽtẽ envoyẽes sur le 
brick pris par les Anglois, alors je ne dois pas espẽrer 
d'en recevoir sitot; ce qui me dẽsespère. Ma position 
est $i cruelle, que je succomberai, si je suis prive de 
cette consolation. Tache, ma bonne amie, de me tant 
 Ecrire que je regoive au moins une ou deux fois de tes 
nouvelles. Tu dois bien penser que mes inquiĩẽ tudes à 
ton sujet doivent <tre grandes: je ne sais quelles sont 
tes ressources. Je mai pu te faire passer que peu d' ar- 
gent par le Capitaine Collot, et dans ce moment je ne 
trouve aucune occasion de t'en envoyer. Je suis Eloigns 
du Citoyen Magallon de 35 lieues, et je prevois qu avant 
mon arrivee au Caire, je ne pourrai t'en faire passer. 

Je crois que nous nous sommes tous bien trompẽs sur 
cette entreprise sĩ belle et si vantẽe; je crois meme, qu'en 
rẽussĩssant à Soumettre l Egypte, nous aurons bien de la 
peine a retirer de cette operation tout le fruit que l'on 
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en attendoit. Nous trouvons partout beaucoup de rẽsis- 
tance, et plus encore de trahison : il est impossible à un 
Francois de s ẽcarter seul de quelque porte de fusil de 
rendroĩt habĩtẽ sans courir le risque d'etre assassinẽ, ou 
victime d'une passion affreuse tres en vogue dans ce 
pays, Surtout de la part des Mameloucs, et des Arabes 
Bedouins. Je connois plusieurs personnes qui dans la 
ville meme d4'Alexandrie, ont ẽtẽ enlevees a la nuit 
tombante, et ont subi ce sort affreux. 

Rosette est beaucoup plus tranquille qu Alexandrie, 
les habitants en sont plus doux, et nous avons moins de 
risques à courir ; cependant nous mettons la plus grande 
circonspection dans notre conduite particulière, et la 
plus grande police, et meme de la sẽvẽritẽ dans Vad- 
ministration gẽnẽrale. 

Ce pays sĩ vantẽ ne vaut pas sa reputation. L'endroit 
le plus sauvage et le plus agreste de la France, est mille 
fois plus beau; rien au monde de si triste, de si mĩsẽ - 
rable, de si mal-saĩn qu Alexandre (le port le plus com- 
 mercant de I'Egypte) ; des maisons de boue, sans autres 
fenetres que quelque trous couvertes d'un treillage de 
bois grosser, point de toits aux maisons, des portes si 
petites, qu'il faut se briser pour entrer; enſin, figure- 
toi une reunion de colombiers vilainset mal batis, et tu 
auras une idee juste d'Alexandrie. 

Les rues sont toutes Etroites, de travers, et point pa- 
vees, de sorte que Ion est continuellement incommods 
de la poussiere, et d'une chaleur excessive ; ou bien, 
il prend fantaisie aux habitants d&'arroser le devant de 
leurs cabanes, on passe d'un mal dans un plre, la pous- 
tiere se change en boue, il n'est plus possible alors de 
marcher. Tout y est fort cher et fort rare; joins a cela, 
la difficult de 5c faire entendre, et mille autres des- 
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agrẽ mens que je ne puĩs te decrire, et tu jugeras de notre 
Coependant il faut convenir, que depuis que je suis 3 
| Roxette, je me trouve moins mal. Le pays est un peu 
plus riant. Le Nil y procure un peu de verdure, et la 
vue des palmiers, quoique bien monotone, puisque c'est 
la seule espece d' arbres qu'on y doit, reerẽe un peu les 
yeux ; mais rien n'est fait pour distraire Fimagination, 
et tu dois bin prẽsumer, que dans un pays tel que ce- 
lui-ci, avec la peine, les inquiẽtudes, qu'on y Eprouve, 
elle doit etre dans une grande activite, et comme les ob- 
Jets sont tristes, les pensees y correspondent, et nous 
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Rosetta, in Egypt, Fuly 27th- 


1 norr, child, that this letter will reach thee; I send it 
by a particular opportunity, and it is, perhaps, the only 
one of all that I have written to thee since my departure 
from Malta which will come saſe to hand. As for me, 
IT have not once heard from thee since I left Toulon, 
notwithstanding two advice boats have arrived within 
the last six days, and brought a vast number of letters. 

I presume that thy letters were put on board the cor- 
vette which was taken by the English ; in that case, I 
eannot hope to hear from thee for some time, an idea 
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that distresses me almost beyond bearing. My situation 
is so grievous, that I shall sink under itif I amdeprived 
of that consolation. Exert thyself, therefore, my love, 
and write to me so frequently, that I may at least stand 
© chance of hearing from thee once or twice. Thou 
must needs be assured that my anxiety on thy account is 
very great. I could send thee but a little money by 
Capt. Collot; at present. I have not the power of trans- 
mitting a single sous. I am more than a hundred miles 
from Citizen Magallon,“ and I foresee that I shall be 
able to send thee nothing before I get to Cairo. 

I fear that we have all been terribly deceived with 
respect to this expedition, so fine, and so cried up! nay, 
J am even apprehensive, that if we succeed in conquer- 
ing Egypt, we shall still find prodigious difficulties in 
drawing from it all those advantages which we so fondly 
promised ourselves. We experience every where a 
great deal of resistance, and a greater still of treachery. 
It is impossible for one of us to walk out alone a mus- 
ket shot from any inhabited place, without running the 
risk of being assassinated, or of becoming the victim of 
a detestable passion, much in vogue in this country, 
especially among the Mameloucs, and Bedouin Arabs. I 
know several who were seized about nightfall in the 
very streets of Alexandria, and compelled to undergo 
this shocking outrage. 

Recens is mich mere tranquil than Alexandria. Its 
inhabitants are more civilized, and we are consequently 
exposed to fewer dangers: notwithstanding this, how- 
ever, we maintain the greatest circumspection in our 


Consul General at Alexandria. He was at this time with 
the army at Cairo. | 
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individual conduct, and the strietest police, nay even a 
degree of severity in our general admi:.istration. 

This country, so much celebrated, is dy no means 
worthy of the character it has obtaĩned; the most savage 
and uncultivated spot in France is a thousand times 
more beautiful. Nothing on earth can be so gloomy, so 
wretched, and so unhealthy as Alexandria, the most 
commercial spot in Egypt! Houses of mud, with no 
other windows than a hole here and there, covered with 
2 clumsy wooden lattice; no raised roofs, and doors 
which you must break your back to enter; briefly, 
figure to thyself a collection of dirty, ill built, pigeon- 
houses, and thou wilt have an adequate idea of Alex- 
andria. 
pavement, so that one ĩs continually incommoded by the 
dust, and excessive heat. When the inhabitants take it 
into their heads to water the streets before the doors of 
their hovels, the remedy is worse than the disease ; the 
dust is instantly converted into mud, and the streets be- 
come altogether impassable. Every thing there is very 
Scarce and very dear; add to all this, the difficulty of mak - 
ing ones- self understood, and the thousand other disagree- 
able circumstances which I have not the power to de- 
ann 
of our situation. 

I must, however, allow, that since I came here, I 
have been less wretched. The face of the country is a 
little more agreeable. The Nile produces a small quan- 
tity of verdure ; and the sight of the palm-tree (though 
extremely monotonous, from the circumstance of its 
being the only tree to be found here), in some trifling 
degree refreshes the eye; but nothing is calculated to 
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engage or amuse the imagination, and thou may'st easily 
conceive, that in a country like this, and in a situation 
productive of so much pain and inquietude, that faculty 
must needs be extremely active ; as the objects around 
us, therefore, are dark and gloomy, the thoughts neces- 
sarily take a tinge from them, and 2, 
perpetual Spleen and yexation 


The rengtuir ef Os eee e eee 
injury as to be illegible. We regret it theless, as after the correct 
and spirited picture of the country which we have just seen, the 
writer probably returned to his own immediate concerns. We 
know not who he is; it only appears from a few words which 
we can make a $hift to decipher towards the conclusion, that he 
as first clerk to Poussielgue, ——— 
the army. 
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Alep, le Tbermidor. 


Cnopraios, Cu Gencral de la Republique Francaise 


à Ae ot Dependances, au Citoyen Aftntztre des Rela- 
biens arte ricures. 


Qtoyen Mini tre, 


Caen le 2 Mexidor que nous avons eu le premier 
avis de la prise de Malte, et du debarquement de notre 


armee navale à Alexandrie. Cette nouvelle a ẽtẽ con- 
firmee depuis par differentes lettres, soĩt de Chypre, soĩt 
des &Echelles de la cote, mais jusqu'a prẽ sent, je n'ai rien 
recu d oſſicĩel sur ce grand Evenement, de sorte que nous 
flottons entre les nombreuses versions contradictoires 
qui se debitent sur cette expedition, qui semble avoir 
causẽ une grande commotion tant en Chypre que sur 
toute la cote de Syrie. Sans chercher a pẽnẽtrer le secret 


du gouvernement, je m'ctonne cependant qu'une fois 


la descente operce, le General, ou au moins le Consul 
d' Alexandre, n'ait pas adressẽ une circulaire aux Con- 
suls ces pais environnans, pour les mettre a portce de 
tranquilliser les Turcs, qu'on doit bien supposer ne pas 
voir d'un eil indifferent une expedition aussi formidable. 
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casion, a beaucoup contribue à calmer la premiere effer- | 
2 s'ẽtoĩt manifest&e non seulement chez les 


Turcs, mais encore 22 des Francs 
de cette echelle. 
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Quel que puisse Etre, leur ai je dit à tous, © le 
« but de Vexpedition, vous ne devez faire aucun doute 
% qu'elle ne soĩt du consentement de la Porte. Atten- 
« dons les nouvelles officielles de Fun et I'autre gou- 


« yernement, et jusques-la, reposons-nous avec con- 
« fiance sur la connoissance que nous avons tous de 


« Pancienne et Etroite amitic que regne depuis $i long- 
4 tems entre les deux puissances.” 

Fai fait valoir ensuite, Favantage qui resultoit pour 
empire Ottoman, de Ia prise de Malte par les Fran- 
cois, et en effet, cette nouvelle a beaucoup servi à con- 
trebalancer l'ĩmpression ficheuse de nous savoir sĩ voi- 
Sins avec des forces si redoutables. 

Dans ce moment Alep est tout-a-fait calme : il n'y 
auroit à craindre que Veffet que pourroit produire quel- 
guns r 
que la frayeur peut adopter. 

Le Pacha, tous les grands de la ville sont tranquilles ; 
sil y avoit quelque explosion a redouter, ce ne pourroit 
etre que de la part des Cherifs que le fanatizme pour- 
roit parter à des exces, et dans cette suppocition, je ne 
Serois pas ẽtonnẽ que les Janissaires qui nous aiment, 
ne prĩssent notre defense. 

use d'une voie suspecte, Citoyen Ministre, pour 
vous faire parvenir ce bulletin Ecrit à la hate, attend 
que la seule occasion qui se presente, est celle d'un cou- 
rier du Minĩstre , et qu'il faut toutes les pre- 
cautions possibles, et meme toutes les ruses imaginables 
| pour sauver les apparences qui pourroĩent mettre ob- 
&tacle au depart de ma lettre. 


Salut et respect. 


J. Cnonzzros. 
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Par les raisons ci-dessus, le Citoyen Beauchamp ne 
peut pas vous Ecrire. Le paquet se trouveroit trop volu- 
mineux pour ne pas Eveiller le soupgon. Il me charge 
de vous donner avis, qu'il part apres demain pour La- 
takia, d' od il avisera aux moyens d' aller en avant. 


| TRANSLATION. 


: Mleppo, Fuly 27. 
CnoDznios,® Cant General of the French Republic at 
An- and its Dependencies, to the — tad | 
— 


0 r Minicter, 


| Je ws ret it ho r5th instant, that we first heard of 
the capture of Malta, and of the disembarkation of our 


This is the brother of the famous, or rather infamous La Clos, 

known in this country as the author of Les Liaisons Dangereuses, 
and, in France, as one of the most active promoters of the Revo- 
lution. He was at once the agent, and the instigator, of that 
profligate idiot, Egalite; he was also a principal manager of the 
Jacobin Club, of which he was President in 1790. 

His talents for intrigue made him redoubtable to Robespierre, 
by whom he was proscribed: he contrived, however, to escape, 
and, in 1795, was selected by the government (to whom his abi-. 
lities and his want of principle were well known) as a fit instru- 
To return to Choderlos. He was sent to Aleppo some time 
ater his brother (who was settled at Latakia) and on the same 
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oops at Alexandria. This news has since been con- 
fiemed by various letters from Cyprus, and from the 
ports along the coast: to the present moment, how- 
ever, I have received nothing official on these important 
events; So that we are kept suspended, as it were, be- 
tween the numerous contradictory stories which are pro- 
pagated concerning this expedition ; which appears to 
have excited a considerable degree of alarm, not ohly at 
Cyprus, but along the whole coast of Syria. | 

Without pretending to pry into the secrets of govern- 
ment, I cannot help saying I am avtonished that, when 
| the descent was once eſſected, the General, or at least 
the Consul at Alexandria, did not address a circular let- 
ter to the conzuls of the neighbouring countries, to pat 
them in a way of quieting the apprehensions of the 
Turks, who (as may easily be supposed) do not see 
50 formidable an expedition without * 
alarm. 

The pacific language which I have comianed to held 
on this occasion has contributed greatly to calm the ef- 
only among the Turks, but even among a great majo- 
_ rity of the French who are settled here. 


iniquitous errand. His letter zhews that he was equally well 
qualified for the purpose. Much mischief would inevitably have 
followed, had not the prezumption and folly of their rapacious 
masters precipitated measures, and plunged them in the abyss of 
misery which they were wantoaly preparing for others. 

They are both ere this, we trust, in the Castle of the Seven 


| Towers; much too good a place of imprizament for men who, 


in strict justice, zhould long —ü—üU— k—äö§d-̃ 
of Robespierre. 


I 
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„Whatever, said I to them all, may be the pur. 
« port of this expedition, you ought to entertain ne 
4 doubt but that it is undertaken with the full con- 
« gent of the Porte. Let us wait for authentic intelli- 
« pence from our respective governments—and till then, 
ce Jet us confidently repose on the knowledge we all 


4c go long between the two powers.” —{ Precious villa!) 

I then placed in the fairest point of view, the various 
advantages which would accrue to the Ottoman empire 
from our possession of Malta—and, to say the truth, 
this circumstance had a considerable effect in counter- 
balancing the disagreeable sensation, which the know- 
ledge of having 80 formidable a force in the neighbour- 
hood had already produced. 

At this moment Aleppo is effectually quieted. I can 
bee nothing to apprehend but a sudden convulsion, pro- 
duced by some of those absurd and exaggerated accounts 
which terror frequently dictates, and which terror alone 
is capable of adopting. 

Tube Pacha, and all the Grandes of the city are tran- 

* If there be any explosion to dread, it is on the 
part of the Cheriffs, whom fanaticizm may drive to vio- 
lent measures—and, in that case, I should not be asto- 
nished. if the Janizaries, who are fond of us, were to 
undertake our defence. 

I take advantage, Citizen Minister, of a mode of 
conveyance, not altogether without suspicion, to trans- 


mit you this letter, which I have scribbled in great 


haste—because the only opportunity that offers is that 
of the courier of the e Consul, and because it is 


necessary to use every precantion, and even every arti- 


<« have of the strict connection which has now subsisted 
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nee imaginable to save appearances, and prevent any 
obstacles being raised to its departure. 


Health and respect. 


J. Cngvantee. 


The runs Iheve jan alien, comnns Oldone Biew- - 
champ from writing to you. The packet would be too 
voluminous not to excite suspicion. He charges me to 
inform you, that be intends setting out the day after 
— „„ 
. 
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4 


Le Cintre Amiral Punx, commandant la Fltille du 


Nil, à son Ami Ls Jon, Chef de Divizion, com- 
mandant le Vaisteau le GEnereux. 


— je profee te Tooradion de Is Cis- 


alpine pour te donner ee roman ade 
Fai marque par ma derniere. 


DR 


mee, apres avoir Eprouve toutes les privations possibles ; 
nous avons ẽtẽ jusqu'a six jours sans avoir autre chose a 


manger que des pastiques, et pour dessert du pastique. 


Je rassure que si ces hommes savoient tirer, nous ne 
serions pas revenus un seul. A présent ils sont plus 
raisonnables depuis que le Caire est à nous. Je regarde 
en ce moment le Nil comme certain, ce qui nous per- 
mettra la communication avec vous. 
Tu apprendras avec plaisir que j'ai ẽtẽ promũ au 
grade de Contre Amiral sur le champ de bataille, apres 


Faffaire du 25. Assurément si j'avots ẽtẽ seconde par | 


une autre canonniere il n'auroit plus ẽtẽ question de 
leur flotille, quoiqu'ils en avoient 7, et pour lors je 


n'avois que 6 batiments, dont trois ont ẽtẽ abandonnes | 
et pris par les ennemis, qui ont eu Paudace de sen em- 


parer à portẽe de pistolet de moi. 


Pour lors j'ai fait diriger toutes mes forces dessus, 


ö Au Grand Caire, le 10 Thermider, an 6. | 


La fusillade roulait toute la journ&e de la pam du paysan, 


a— Mt r ˙ A 
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fait couler a fond la canonniere de VAmiral, et je les ai 
forces à lacher mes canonnieres que j'ai reintegrees de- 
Suite. J'avois encore deux batteries de 12 canons de 
campagne dirigees sur moi 2 tres- petite portẽe. Les 
troupes ẽtoĩent très-ẽloĩgnẽes et ne pouvoĩent me don- 
ner aucun Secours. Le combat a commence a 9 heures 
moins un quart, et a fini à une heure et demie que 
notre armẽe les a mis en deroute. 

Je tainure que nous avons 65 trompls beaucoup cur 
la navigation du Nil. Il ne peut y monter aucun bati- 
ment tirant plus de cinq pieds a l ẽ poqued ou j'ai montẽ; 
tant qu'3 la fertilies du pays je crois que Fon a beau- 
coup a decampter. La ferocite des habitans ext pire 
- que les sauvages; majeure partie habill&s en paille. 
Enfin le pays n'est pas de mon gout. Cependant apres 
la peine, le plaisir; en ce moment je suis as8ez biegy 
nous ont laisse quelque jolies ArmEniennes et Georgi- 
ennes, que nous nous SOMmes emparẽs au profit de la 
nation. Je te prie, mon 3 
darique de vin: tu obligeras 


Ton ami, 
Ex, Pank. 
Assure de mon amiuẽ a tous mes amis. 


118 COPIES OF 


TRANSLATION. 


Grand Cairo, July 28th, 
| Rear Admiral Pranz'z, commanding the Flatille of the 
Nile, to his Friend, Ls — Chief of Drvision, 


| ] raxx the opportunity of the railing of the Cizalpine, 
my dear comrade, to give thee some account of myself, 
as | Promised to do in my last. 


* Le Joille caraped from the hands of Lord Nelzon, and had the 
od fortune, in his flight to Corfou, to fall in, and after an en- 
of sin hours and a half, to capture the Leander, a ves- 
sel at no time of half his force, and then enfeebled by her recent 
and with scarce two thirds of her complemear. 

This is all well known :—what is not $so notorious, though it 
well deserves to be 80, is the brutal behaviour of Joille to the 
brave men, hose invincible courage (for they did not strike till 
the Leander was absolutely ungovernable) would have entitled 
them to the respect of a generous enemy. Would it be believed, 
that the wounds of the gallant commander were not suffered to be 
drezzed for several days, and that the surgeon bf the ship had his 
instruments taken from him while he was employed in performing 


ap operation upon one of our unfortunate countrymen!!! Yet | 


all this, and more than all this, is perfectly true. 

We are at a loss to know on what principle of sound policy, or 
in conformity to what chapter in the code of candour, these and 
other traits of wanton barbarity, of ferocious rapacity, on the part 
of the French, are suppressed in our public statements. We 
have heard of one council abroad, in which it was seriously pro- 
posed to soften or conceal the inzults of Fragce, lest that country 
2 7 G3 ov here wan ens Fager or home, which 
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] arrived here the day after our army, after expe- 
riencing every degree of misery. We were six days 
without any thing to eat but water-melons—water-me- 
lons for our dinner, and water-melons for our desert! 
The peasantry of the country, commanded by Arabs or 
Bedouins, kept up a firing all day long about our ears. 
I can assure thee, that if these people knew how to 
level a musket, not a man of us would return alive. 
They have been alittle more complaĩsant since the cap- 
ture of Cairo. I now consider the Nile as open ; our 


communications will, 9 
future. 


Thou wilt hear with pleasure that I was promoted 
to the rank of Rear Admiral on the field of battle, im- 
mediately after the affair of the 23h. I am certain that 


Sign or ignorance is not worth inquiry. We are Surely too power- 
ful to be insulted by the French, and we have too many means 
of retaliation in our hands to dread their irritation. 

Let it also be considered, that the publicity for which we con- 
tend, is due to the brave men who are fighting our battles—it is 
also due to the civilized world, of whom the French are the terror 
and the pest since there cannot be a more effectual method of 
counteracting 2 nation, which derives much of its influence, and 
more of its power, from the base and hypocritical cant of superior 
justice and humanity, than unfolding every act of unnecessary 
cruelty, which their innate thirst of plunder, and of blood, in- 
duces them to perpetrate. 

We have gone out of our way to make these remarks; but we 
hope the importance of them will excuse us. | 

To return to Joille. We are happy to add, that he had not the 
Satisfaction of possessing himself of the colours which Lord Nei- 
son had put on board the Leander. They were unk previous to 
the surrender of the vessel, . ꝙ9ꝙ6ͤ and 
letters of every kind. 
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if I had been suppurted by one gun-boat more, we 
Should have seen the last of their flotilla, though they 
had seven and I had but six, three of which were de- 
serted by the crews, and in the possession of the enemy. 
who had the audacity to seize them within pistol-shat 
of my boat; it was then that I exerted myself to the 
utmost, sunk the flag-vessel, and compelled them to 
abandon my boats; which I afterwards put into a stata 
of service. I had besides, two batteries of six field- 
pieces each opened upon me, at a very trifling distance ; 
and the army was too remote to lend me any succour.* 
The engagement began at a quarter before nine in the 

I can assure thee that we have been miserably des 
ceived respecting the navigation of the Nile. No ves- 
xel that draws more than five feet can ascend it at the 
period that I did ; with respect to the fertility of the 
country too, great deductions must be made, or I am 
mightily mistaken.f The ferocity of the inhabitants 


» This is not the fact : R was the appearance of the army 
(though it might not be actually engaged) that saved him from 
* f | 

+ It is curious to mark the progress of conviction amongst the 
French. Alexandria is universally allowed to be detestable,— 
there are no doubts enpressed of that Oh! but then it will be 
« delightfu} when we get to Rosetta! No,“ ay thoe wha 
are stationed there, Nosetta is not delightful at all, it is only a 
« little less wretched than Alexandria.”” * True ! but then the 
4 Delta! that is surely rich and beautiful ; and then there is 
in the world !”” As for the Delta, mays Perrée, I have just 
passed through it, and I can assure you, that it is any thing but 
rich and beaytiful.” © And as for C, claim a hend 
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exceeds that of savages ; most of them appear to be co- 
rered with reets or straw. In a word, the country is 
not at all to my taste; however, after pain, pleasure, as 
the proverb says. At present I am tolerably well si- 
tuated, both with respect to my table and my other 
amusements. The Beys have left us some pretty Ar- 
cated to the profit of the nation. Do, prithee, my dear 
friend, send me a cask of wine ; thou wilt confer an 


Ems. Punnz's. 
| Awure all my friends of my best regards. 

| voices in cuncert, it is the vilext and most miserable dog-hole 
on the face of the earth!” Thus delusion after delugon 


passes away, and the French, who are as zanguine as they arg 
 credulous, are finally resigned to dimppointment aud deepair. 
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Au Quartier giniral du Grand Caire, le 10 Thermidor. 


Lz Tuxcq Aide-de-Camp du Gintral B. Chef de I Etat- 
Major, Gens ral de Arme, au Citogen LI TuncQ 
an Pere. 


Deruis votre lettre date du 23 Floreal dernier, je 
n''aĩ regu aucune de vos nouvelles, cher père; vous devez 
2entir combien cela doit m'inquicter. Je mai rien ne- 
glige pour profiter de tous les couriers que nous avons 
expẽdiẽs pour Paris, de Toulon, de Malte, et & Alex- 
andrie, ainsi que celui-ci que nous expedions du Caire. 

Je ne vous peindrati pas la position dans laquelle nous 
nous trouvons tous dans ce pays; je me bornerai seule- 
ment à vous dire, que nous avons tous ẽtẽ trompes dans 
notre attente sur le pays de 'Egypte ; mais heureusement 
pour moi, j'ai le bonheur de jouir dune asse bonne sante, 
 C'est-a-dire jusqu'a ce jour, un des mieux portants de 
Tarmẽe. Je dẽsire bien ardemment etre de retour pres 
de vous, pour vous faire un tableau fidele du pays, 
d'apres lequel vous jugerez aĩsẽment que nous devons 
beaucoup nous y ennuyer sous bien des rapports. 

Je vous joins ici, cher pere, une relation de ce qui 
nous est arrive dans notre marche d'Alexandrie au Caire, 
et des differens combats que nous avons cus pendant cette 
marche, avec les Mamelouks et les Bedouins. Il vous sera 
facile de juger de notre position dans ce dẽsert, qui eũt 
ẽtẽ la defaite de Varmee sans le secours du Nil, branche 
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un fleuve qui se jette dans le Delta. Je termine, espE= 
rant incessamment jouir du bonheur de vous raconter ces 
faits extraordinaires moi-meme dans vos foyers. 
Je ne dissimulerai pas que c eat un grand avantage 
pour moi, deja ancien militaire, d'avoir fait un voyage 
aussi important et aussi instructif, mais sachant ce qu est 
le pays et les privations en tout genre qu on y endure, 
je ne sais trop, $i ce voyage Etoit 3 recommencer, si je 
Fentreprendrois ; mais maintenant que j'ai supportẽ la 
majeure partie des maux qui m'y attendoĩent je suis bĩen 
aise de le faire, et veux le suĩvre jusqu'a la fin. 
Nous sommes au Caire depuis quelques jours; il seroĩt 
possible que nous y restassions encore une quinzaine, 
apres quoi il est vraĩsemblable que nous dirigerons nos 
pas en Syrie, vers la Haute Egypte ; deja une de nos 
divisions est partie pour Damiette. 
Je al pas besoin de vous prier de communiquer cette. 
lettre et ma relation à nos parents et amis communs, 
particulicrement au Citoyen et a la Citoyenne Berthe, 
mon frere marchand, et mon oncle Le Turcq, enfin 
tous mes parents; dites-leur que je les embrasse tous 
du plus profond de mon coeur, en attendant le plaisir de 
les voir $ je le peux sous Six mois. | 
Le General Berthier crit par le meme courier à n 
pere, ainsi que I Huillier; i} est nommẽ aujourdhui 
Sous-Lieutenant au 14 regiment de dragons. 
Donnez-moi souvent de vos nouvelles et de toute ma 
famille; .n'oublicz pas le dragon. J'espere que mon 
prompt recour Vindemaisera de la perte qu'il peut faire 
par l'absence de ce long voyage que je suis fore de con- 
tinuer; mais dites-lui qu'il ne perd rien pour attendre, 
que le General Berthier atthert eee 
5lrement i} est hqmme 3 tenir sa parole. 


„ 
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Je vous embrasse mille fois tous, et je zuis pour la vie, 


Votre fils, 
Lz Tone. 


Dites- moi, je vous prie, sĩ vous avez regu des nouvelles 
de Cesar Berthe, qui se trouve ou à Milan, ou a Paris. 


TRANSLATION. : 


Li Turcq Aid .- to General Bun rut, Chief 
of the Etat- Major, and General of the Army, to Citizen 
Ls Turcg, bis father. _ 


| Dear Father, 


n 
received a single line from you: judge how wretched 
this has made me. I have omitted no opportunity of 
writing to you by the different couriers which have been 
dispatched 10 Paris, from Toulon, Malta, and Alexan- 
dria ; 2 now 2009 3 you by HE WER bs Joot 
Setting out from Cairo. 

I dan ay nothing to you of the situation in which 
we find ourselves in this country, but content myself 
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ably deceived in our expectations respecting Egypt. 
Happily for me, I have the good fortune to enjoy a 
_ tolerable state of health, that is to say, I have been, 


down to the present hour, one of the healthiest in the 


whole army. I long most ardently to return to you, 
to lay before you a faithful picture of the country ; 
Gum which yoo will ccclly bs aches ts cating 
how many reasons We have to be diagusted with it. 

I inclose, my dear father, a narrative of what be- 
fel us in our march from Alexandria to Cairo, and of 
the different combats we had to sustain with the Mame- 
lexcs and the Badenien:. You will foun a jodgimms 
without difficulty of our situation in the Desert. The 
whole army would have beer destroyed, but for the 
assistance we dexived from the Nile, a branch of a river 
which throws itself into the Delta! I conclude with re- 
peating my hopes that I hall specdily enjoy the happi- - 
ness of recounting these extraordinary events to you in 
person, by our own fire-side. 

Twill ut pred 1 deny ue that u is ret ad | 
vantage for me, already an old soldier, to be engaged in 
10 important, and 80 instructive an expedition : but, 
knowing what the country really is, and the privations 
| and sufferings to which we are exposed, I am not too 
sure, that if It were to begin again, I should venture to 
undertake it. Now, however, that I have overcame the 
major part of the evil which awaited me, I am not ill 


This narrative we have suppressed. It is in fact a tedious 
and ill-written detail of the ame operations which are related 
wu infinitely more ability by Boyer (No. XXII.); from whom 
Le Tureq differs only, in his enumeration of- the hardships and 
lomes of te zomy ; a ao a 


— ayer cues, 


126 COPIES OP 


pleased with what I have done; and have made up my 
mind to persevere to the end.* 

We have been at Cairo some days. It is possible that 
we may stay here a fortnight longer, after which 1 
think it probable that we shall march to Syria towards 
Upper Egypt. t 6 2 COOFINN to Da- 
mietta. 
I have no occasion to request you to communicate my 
letter, and narrative, to our k insmen and common friends, 
particularly to Citizen Bertho and his wife, to my 
brother the merchant, to my uncle Le Turcq, and in a 
word, to all my relations. Tell them that I embrace 
them with my whole heart, and flatter myself that I 
Shall have the pleasure of seeing them within si months. 

General Berthier- writes by this courier to his father, 
$0 does 'Huillier, who is this day promoted to a licu- 
tenancy in the 14th regiment of dragoons. 

Let me hear from you and all the family often. Do 


It is impossible to read this paragraph, in which Le Turcq 
states his discontent 80 forcibly, in descanting on his happiness; 
without being immediately — 
ness of the reluctant Bull-calf. | 
« Bull-calf. Good master coopmnte Bardolph, stand my 
ene 
« for you. In very truth, Sir, 1 had as lief be hang d, Sir, as 
go: and yet, for mine own part, Sir, I do not care; but, 
rather, because I am unwilling, and, for mine own part, have 
« desire to stay with my friends; else, Sir, I did not care, for 
e mine own part, 0 much. SHAKESPEARE. 

+ This * old soldier is rather young in his geography. 
Upper Egypt is not precisely in the road to Syria, any more than 
any part of Egypt is in the road from France to England—a mis- 
2 ACAD s is = 
fair way of costing them dear. 
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not forget the dragoon. I hope that my prompt return 
will indemnify him for the loss «dich bo may sustain 
by my long absence in this expedition, in which I am 
ferced to pernzvere—but tall kinp that he chan Tron mo. - 
every thing for him ; and he is surely a man to be de- 
I embrace you a thousand times, and ever remain, 


Your son, 
Lz Tusca. 


Ws bong * 4 from Cesar Berthe ; 
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Au Grand Caire, le 10 Thermidor. 


LI Adjudant-Geniral Boytr, an Giniral en Chef de I Ar. 
mie d Angleterre. 9 
Ven General, 
Nora entree an Grand Caire, fera zans doute, en 
France, une de ces impressions qu'occasionne toujours 
un EvEnement rare ; mais quand on saura Vespece d'en- 
nemis que nous avons eu à combattre, le peu d art qu'ils 
ont employẽ contre nos moyens, enſin la nullite de 
leurs entreprises, cette expedition et nos conquetes ne 
paroitront plus si extraordinaires. | 
Nous avons d' abord debutẽ par un assaut livre à une 
place sans defense, dont la garnison Etait de 500 Janis- 


aires qui à peine scavent tirer le fusil. C'est d Alex- 


andrie dont je veux parler; villasse ouverte de tout 


de 25,000 hommes qui Vattaquerent 2 la fois; nous y 
perdimes neanmoins 150 hommes, qu on auroit pu con- 


server en sommant la place; mais il falloi conmencer | 


par ẽtonner son ennemi. 
L'on a ensuite marche sur les Mamelouks; gens dont 


la bravoure est si reconnue en Egypte. Cette soldatesque 


qui na aucune idee de tactique ; qui ne connoit de la 
guerre que le sang que repandent leurs armes, a paru 


la premiere fois en face de notre armee le 25 Messidor. 


| 
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c6te, qui certainement ne pouvoit s'oppozer aux efforts 
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D'abord & ls pointe du jour, ils ont fait voir toutes 
leurs forces, qui rode rent autour de notre armẽe, comme 


des troupeaux marchant tantòt au galop, tantot au pas, 
par tas de 10, de 56, de 100, &c. Enfin d'une maniere 
aussi ridicule que curieuse, vingt fois ils ont tents Ia 
charge, mais trouvant partout un point qui leur offroit 
une resistance à laquelle ils ne &attendojent pas, ils 
ass rent leur journte à nous tenir exposts à Fanden 
Fun coleil brülant; ﬆ nous eusstons Ete plus entrepre- 
nans ce jour-là, peut- etre leur sort efit etẽ decide; 
mais Je GEnEral Bonaparte temporisa pour connoltre 
wn ennemi, et se mettre au fait de son genre de 


8 
La journce se decida par la retraite des Mamelouks, 
qui perdirent a peine 25 des leurs; nous remontames le 
Nil jusqu au 3 Thermidor, qui fut le jour decizif de la 
puissance des Mamelouks. 

Quatre mille hommes à cheval, ayant chacun un ou 
deux valets, vinrent se heurter contre une arme d lite. 
Leur charge fut un acte de fureur, de rage, et de des- 
espoir. Ils attaquerent Nesaix et Regnier les premiers. 
Leurs efforts furent bientot renversẽs; les soldats de ces 
divisions les attendirent avec assurance, et à dix pas un 
feu de file fait sur eux, en jetta de suite 150 à terre. 
Ils vinrent ensuite sur la division Bon, qui les accueillit 
de la meme manière. Enfin apres divers efforts inutiles, 
ls prirent la fuite, et emportant leurs trEsors, ils se jet- 
tent aujourdhui dans la Haute Egypte. Cette victoire 
nous 2 done la ville du Grand Caire, od nous sommes 
depuis le 4 an soir. 
| HT! faudroit Ctre familier avec la langue du pays, et 

vutre ca, avoir le tecret des grands, pour vous donner 

”"m"_ cs 
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une idee des rexzources et des moyens que nous deen. 
trouves dans cette ville; mais a en croire ceux qui x 
plaignent, et les demandes de plusieurs Generaux qui 
veulent retourner en France, il paroit qu'il y a un grand 
mẽcontentement dans Farmee. En general, il est diff. 
„ 
dant 17 jours de marche ; ne trouvant nulle part de pain, 


ni vin, nous avons vẽcu de melons, citrouilles, volailles, | 


viande de buffle, et d eau du Nil. 

Voilz, mon General, un recit succinct de nos oper 
ions. On parle deja de remonter FEgypte, jusqu'aux 
Cataractes du Nil; 2 
de dẽ missions. 
Presentez, je vous pris, mes hommages rezpectueux a 
Madame Kilmaine, et croyez moi 


Votre subordonne, 
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TRANSLATION. 


— Doren, ts the Commander in Chief of 
the Army of N 
My General, 
Ov entrance into Grand Cairo will doubtless excite 
that sensation at home which every extraordinary event 
is calculated to produce; but when you come to know 
the kind of enemy we had to combat, the little art they 
employed against us, and the perfect nullity of all their 
to you very common things. | 
We began by making an assault upon a place with- 
out any defence, and garrisoned by about 500 Janiza- 


General Kilmaine. This is the letter of an experienced offi. 
cer, giving an account to his superior, whom he neither dared, 
nor, perhaps, wished to deceive, of such mulitary operations 25 
fell under his immediate inspection. 

The * account”” we know, from the most indisputable autho- 
rity, to be as correct as it is Spirited. It derogates a little, it 
must be confessed, from the wonderful prowess of Bonaparte 
and his band of heroes—but what are we to think of a General, 
who gravely tells of the difficulty of scaling the ramparts of a 
town, which has Scarce a wall or a gate that might not be forced 
by a serjeant's guard ! or of the prodigies of valour exhibited in 
defeating a horde of brave but undisciplined troops, with a regu- 


lar and well appointed army, of more than ix times their num- 


K 2 


bers! 


132 COPIES of 


ries, of whom scarce a man knew how to level a mus. 
ket. I allude to Alexandria, a huge and wretched 


skeleton of a. place, open on every side, and most cer. 
tainly very unable to resist the efforts of 25,000 men, 


Standing, 150 men, whom we might have preserved by 
only summoning the town—but it was thought neces. 
- 8ary to begin by striking terror into the enemy.* 
After this we marched against the Mameloucs ; a 
people highly celebrated amongst the Egyptians for their 
bravery. This rabble (I cannot call them soldiers,) 
which has not the most trifling idea of tactics, and 


in it, appeared for the first time oppoced to our army on 
the 23th of July. 
From the first dawn of day, they made a general dis- 


play of their forces, which straggled round and round 
our army, like so many cattle ; sometimes gallopping, 
and sometimes pacing in groups of 20, 50, 100, &c. 
After some time, they made several attempts, in a style 


* It was a branch of this necessity, we suppose, that 
prompted Bonaparte, with equal judgment and humanity, to 
give up the inhabitants of Alexandria to indiscriminate slaugh- 
ter for the space of four hours l Mr. Gilbert Wakefield tells us, 
that this General (with whose character he appears to be as well 
acquainted as he evidently is with most of those with whom he 


meddles,) * prefers the preservation of a single citizen from | 


© death, to the melancholy glory that could result from a thou- 
and triumphs of a conqueror wading through floods of slaugh- 
« ter.” All this is doubtless very fine and very true! and we 
must, therefore, conclude that the General had just then forgotten 
that the unfortunate Alexandrines were © citizens''—a circum- 
Stance the more to be wondered at, as he had not long before, 
_ termed them so in his Manifeste. 


bo attacked it at the same instant. We lost, notwith. | 


which knows nothing of war but the blood that is spilt 


c 
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equally ridiculous and curious, to break in upon us ; 
but finding every where a resistance which they probably 
did not expect ; they spent the day in keeping vs en- 
posed to the fury of a burning un. Had we been a 
would have been decided; but General Bonaparte um- 
porized, that he might make = trial of his enemy, and 
who scarcely lost five-and-twenty men. We continued 
our march up the Nile till the 218t, which was the day 
that put a final termination to the power of the Mame- 
loucs in Egypt. 

Four thousand men on horseback, having each a 
groom or two, bore down intrepidly on a numerous 
army of veterans: their charge was an act of fury, 
rage, and despair. They attacked Desaix and Regnier 
steadiness, and at the distance of only ten paces opened 
a running fire upon them, which brought down one 
| hundred and fifty. They then fell upon Bon's division, 
which received them in the same manner In short, 
after a number of unavailing efforts, they made off; and, 
carrying with them all their treasures, took shelter in 
Upper Egypt. The fruit of this victory was Grand 
Cairo, where we have been ever since the evening of 
the 22d. : 

I should be familiar with the language of the coun- 
try, and, what is of still more importance, in the con- 
fidence of the Great, to be enabled to give you an idea 
of the resources found in this city ; but, from the com- 
plaints I hear, and the demands of several Generals 
who wish to return, I can easily perceive that there are 
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vast discontents in the army. Generally speaking, it is 
hardly possible to conceive the miseries endured by the 
army, during its seventeen days march; finding no 
where a bit of bread, nor a drop of wine, we were re. 


and Nile water. 
Such, my General, is the succinct account of our 
operations. There is a talk already of our ascending 
the Nile as far as the Cataracts: an expedition that will 
make a number of officers throw up their commissions. 
I beg you to present my respectful homage to Madame 
 Kilmaine, and to believe me 


duced to live on melons, gourds, poultry, buffalo meat, B 
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4 Grand Caire, le 10 Thermider. 
Mes cher Parents, 


N. es canto on Quad ee ns oe oat ene 
moi de vous donner de mes nouvelles, et comme mon 
intention est de vous mettre entièrement au fait d'une 
_ expedition aussi singuliere qu ẽtonnante, je vais rẽca- 
— Per WEEN 
—o _ ron To eo ah ns > 0g OT 


— — 
partie 3 Marseille, Toulon, Genes, et Civits Vecchia, 
ee e 
de guerre, dont deux arms en flute; .14. fregates, et 
plusicurs autres petits batiments de guerre. Le cue 
en tout formoit un total de 400 voiles ; depuis les Crois 
sades l'on nnr, 
terrance. „ 111 ov N | 
Sans calewle les dargers de Vlememt an lequel nows 
voguions, ni ceux qu'un ennemi rededteble: 20h Leah 
pouvoit nous faire craindre, Varmee cingle vers File de 
Malte, ov nous arrivens le 22 Prairial. Cette conquete 
tres-importante par elle-meme nous couta.pti de monde. 
Le 24 la place capitula, VOrdre fut ancanti, Je Grand- 


Maitre renvoyẽ en Allemagne avec de belles promesses: 
tout enſin succede à nos verux. II ne;falloit pas perdre 
de tems, ni Soccuper trop à contempler. et raizonner 
avantage que nous tirious de occupation de Malte, 


13 


une escadre Angloise forte de 13 grosses voiles, com- 
mande par Nelson, mouilloit dans les eaux de Naples, 
et Epioit nos mouvemens. Bonaparte instruit de la prẽ- 
gence de Vennemi, donne à peine 2 son escadre le tems 
de faire de l'eau, il ordonne qu'on mette à la voile, et, 
le 30 Prairial, Parmee et Vescadre sortent du port de 
Malte. Nous forgons de voile pour atteindre le second 
but de notre expedition. Le 7 Messidor, nous signalons 
Visle de Candie, enfin, le 12 notre escadre legere signale 
Alexandrie. | | | 8 

Le meme jour, à midi Vescadre de I Amiral Nelson 
arrivoit en face du port de cette ville, et offroĩt aux 
Tures de mouiller dans leur port, pour les defendre con- 
tre nous; cette offre refuse, I'Anglois met 3 la voile, fait 
route sur Cypre, tandis que nous, profitant de toutes ses 
fautes et utiliaant aon ineptie, nous descendons la nuit 
du 13 au 14 sur Marabou ou la Tour des Arabes; à la 
pointe du jour, toute arme Etoit & terre. Bonaparte 
23e met a la tte, marche droit zur Alexandric à travers 
un dfzert de trois lieues qui n'offroit pas mEme de Feau 
pour remus dans un climat od la chaleur est insup- 


Malgré toutes ces difficultts, nous arrivons sous les 
Murs; une garnizon di peu pres 500 Janiszaires, les 
dEfendolent.—Le rexte de la population de la ville se 
jette dans les forts, autres e portent sur leurs tofts, 
 Alnsi diepoats, ils attendent notre attaque, la charge 
bat, nos soldats a precipitent avec fureur sur les rem- 
parts qu ils excaladent, malgré la difense opiniatre des 
attaquẽs; plusieurs genẽraux sont blessẽs, entr autres 
Kleber.—Nous perdons à peu pres 150 hommes, mais 
la valeur met fin a Fopiniatrete des Turcs. Ceux-ci 
repounsts de tout cot, e refugient chez leut Dieu et 
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leur Prophẽte; ils remplissent leurs mpgguees; hommes, 
eres. Au bout de quatre heures, nos soldats mettent fin 
3 leut fureur—la tranquillite renait en ville—plusicurs 
forts capitulent ; j'en ai moi-mEme fait rendre un on 
700 Tures s ẽtoĩent retires. La confiance reprend enfin 
. dans la ville, et le lendemain tout ẽtoĩt tranquille. 
Cest ici le moment de faire une petite digreasion 
pour vous mettre au fait du sujet qui nous amꝭne sur 
ces terres, et va engager Bonaparte de S'emparer de 
La France, par les divers ẽvẽnemens de cette guerre, 
et de sa revolution, perdant ses colonies, ses comptoirs, 
verroit infalliblement decheoir son commerce, et un 
peuple aussi industrieux seroĩt enfin oblige de nẽgocier 
en secondes mains les objets les plus essentiels de son 
commerce; plusicurs probabilites font envisager comme 
impossible au gouvernement, sinon de rEcuperer nos 
colonies, du moins den tires Vavantage que nous en 
avions, surtout apres la dextruction et les horreurs qui 
te sont commises, joint au dẽcret d'abolition. 
Pour s indemniser d'une perte qui parolt presqus 
reelle, le gouvernement a jetté les yeux zur T Rgrpte et 
la Syrie, contrees qui par leur climat, la bont de leur 
, et leur fertilite, peuvent devenir les greniers dy 
commerce de la France, son magazin d'abondance, ex 
par la suite des tems Ventrepdt de son commerce des 
Indes: il est indubitable qu'apres nous ©tre empaxts 
et organisẽs dans ce pays, nous pouvons jetter nos vues 
plus loin, et par la suĩte detruire le commerce Anglais 
dans les Indes, Vutilizer à notre profit, nous rendre. les 
wouverains du commerce meme de Afrique et l Asie. 


138 cores oy 


Toutes ces considErations ont engage, selon moi, le 
gouvernement 3 tenter une expedition sur I'Egypte. 

Cette partie de la puĩssance Ottomane est gouvernẽe 

_ depuis plusĩeurs sit cles par une espece d hommes que Von 
appelle Mamelouks, qui ayant à leur tete des Beys, 
mẽconnoĩssent l autorĩtẽ du Grand Seigneur, gouvernent 
despotiquement et tyranniquement un peuple et un pays 
qui entre les mains d'une nation policee, deviendront une 
source de richesses. 
TCeieest done a ces Mamelouks qu'il faut faire la guerre 
pour occuper FEgypte ; leur nombre est d'3 peu pres 
2000, tous 2 cheval, ils ont 24 Beys pour les commander. 
Il est important que vous connoissiez un peu ce que 
cout ces eotdats, leur manitre de faire Ia guerre, cr leur 
armure et origine. 

Tout Mamelouk est achetẽ— ils sont tous du Mont 
Caucaze, et de la Georgie. II y's parmi eux beaucoup 
& Allemands, Russes, meme quelques Francois. Leur 
religion est Ia MahomeEtane. Exerces des leur jeunesse 
à Fart militaire, ils sont une adresse extraordinaire 3 
cheval, 3 tirer la carabine, le pistolet, à lancer des 
traits, des masses d armes, enfin à sabrer, Von en a vu 
couper d'un coup de sabre une tete de coton mouille. 
Chaque Mamelouk a 2, 3, müme 4 domestiques. 
Ceux-ci le cuivent toujours 3 pic, mEme dans les com- 
bats. L'armure du Mamelouk 3 cheval ext de deux 
grands fusils, que chacun de ses domestiques porte a 
cate de lui. Ils ne les decharge qu'une fois; il saisit 
ensuite deux paires de pistolets qu'il a autour de son 
corps, puis huit fleches qu'il porte dans un carquois, et 
qu'il jette fort adroitement avec sa main, puis se sert de 
la masse d armes pour assommer. Enfin sa derniere 
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sabres. II saisit la bride entre ges 
— et taille à droĩte et à gauche ; malheur 2 
. . r 
= hs — — 
3 1 
combats que nous avons casu : A 
tails des . _—_— ——— 
. — — 
> Bonaparte fait prendre pour 5 jours de 
cs 3 wn ame, © 6 prac 5 ter in de 
C —  —— - 
de 20 ce fleuve $i eẽlebre jusqu'au Grand re, 
eat le premier but de ton operation. I 
PAE — 
fleuve, rencontrant quelques partis 12 
fuirent success vement à notre approche. Enfin, 
RR I G_—_— 
gur lui avec leurs forces reunies, qu'il _— 
le lendemain. II organise sa manche de bataille, 
1 
la dcouverte. n 
en avant de Farmee. LENT 
3 des renseignemens zur les Mamelouks. 
2 _—_ a 
S 
Dans un deus, it m'arriva un Evenement - 
gulier ; le Cheick du pays ayant reuni toute 2 
i n 
d'un pays qui appartenoit ou Grand Seigneur. 
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Mahomet qui nous y conduisoit ; mais, me repliqua-t-il, 

le Roi de France aura au moins prevenu notre Sultan de 


cette demarche. Apres Pavoir rassure affirmativement 
Sur cette demande, il me demandoit comment se portoit 
notre roi ? Je lui repondis, fort bien. Puis il me jura 
zur son turban et sur a barbe que j ẽtoĩs parmi des amis. 
Je profitai de la bonne volontẽ de ces gens, je recueillis 
tous les renscignemens possibles sur les Mamelouks ; puis 
continuant mon chemin, je remontai le Nil, et mouillai 
la nuit en face de Chedreiki, village situẽ au bord dn 
Nil, ov etoient reunis les Mamelouks, et od eut lieu la 
premiere affaire. 
Fenvoyai la nuit mon rapport au General en Chef, 
e 
les Mamelouks. 
Le lendemain à la pointe du jour, je monte sur le mit 
de ma nere, et dEcouvre six chaloupes Turques 
qui marchoient sur moi; au meme moment m'arrivoit 
une demi-galtre de renfert. Je m'embosse contre ces ba- 
timents, et à quatre heures et demi, commenca entre les 
deux petites flotilles une canonnade qui dura cingq heures 
de tems, malgre la superiorits de Fennemi. Je tins 
| hen. Cependantil gavanca Sur moi, et je perdis pen- 
dant un instant la demi-galtre et une canonniere ; mais 
une vagizsoit pas de te rendre, il falloit vaincre. Pen- 
dant ces momens d'incertitude notre armte avancoit, et 
je fus degage. Une canonnicre Turque ant en Fair. 
Ainsi e passoit notre combat de flotilles, lorsque les 
Mamelouks s'avancant sur notre armee, roderent autour 
d'elle sans pouvoir Fentamer, sans pouvoir meme faire 
ha moindre attaque sur elle. Il est 3 presumer, qu'tton- 
nes de Vordre qu'ils virent que prẽsentoĩent nos colonnes, 
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ils remirent à un autre jour le sort de leur empire et de 
| leur fortune. Cette journte aboutit à peu de chose; 


les Mamelouks ne perdirent gueres que 20 ou 30 


hommes, mais nous en tirames un grand avantage, 
celui & avoir inspirẽ une idee extraordinaire de notre 


tactique 3 un ennemi qui nen connolt aucune, et qui 
ne sait guerroyer que par la supẽrioritẽ des armes, Va- 

dresse, Vagilits, sans ordre, sans tenue, ne sachant pas 
mime marcher par pelotons, allant par hordes, donnant 


guccessivement sur le Grand Caire, on se donna Vaffaire 
decisive. Ce fut enfin le 3 à la pointe du jour, que Far- 
mee se trouva à trois lieues du Caire, et à cing des fa- 
meuses et etlebres Pyramides d Egypte. C'etoit dans 
cet intervalle que les Mamelouks, commandes par le 
fameux Mourad Bey, le plus puissant des Beys, nous 
attendoient. Jusqu'3 trois heures apres-midh, la journẽe 
Se passoit en escarmouches ; enfin Pheure arriva ; notre 
armee, la droite appuyce aux Pyramides, la gauche au 
Nil, pres le village de Embabẽ, s'appergut que Fennemi 
faisoit un mouvement. C'<toit en effet 2000 Mamelouks, 
qui se dirigeoient vers la droite, commandee par les Ge- 
nEraux Desaix et Regnier. Jamais je n'ai vu oldats 
charger avec tant de fureur ; abandonnes tous à la rapi- 
dĩtẽ de leurs coursiers, ils fondent comme un torrent sur 
les divisions, se mettent entre les deux; nos soldats, 
fermes et inEbranlables, les attendent à din pas, puis 
leur font un feu roulant accompagnẽ de quelques de- 
charges d artillerĩe; dans un clin d'ceil, plus de 150 
 Mamelouks etoient à terre, le reste cherche son salut 
dans la fuite; ils reviennent neanmois encore a la 
charge, sont accucillis de la meme manisre; rebutEs 
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enfin par notre valeur, ils se rabattent sur notre aile 
gauche, pour y tenter une seconde fortune. 

Le succes de notre droite encourage Bonaparte; les 
Mamelouks avoient fortifie 2 la hate le village d' Em- 
babe, qui est sur la rive gauche du Nil, et y avoient place 
30 canons avec leurs valets et quelques Janissaires pour 
en defendre les approches. Le General ordonne la 
charge sur ces retranchemens ; deux divisions $'y ren- 
dent, malgrẽ une canonnade terrible. Au moment ou 
nos soldats s precipitoient au pas de charge, 600 Ma- 
tentent de sabrer ; mais au lieu de succès, ils ne trouvent 
que la mort; 300 de tuẽs restent a Finstant sur le champ 
de bataille ; les autres voulant s echapper, se preci- 
pitent dans le Nil, et y pẽrissent tous; dẽsespẽrẽs alors, 
ils fuĩent de tous cotes, mettent le feu à leur flotte, en 
font sauter tous les batiments, nous abandonnent leur 
camp, et plus de 400 chameaux charges de bagages. 

Ainsi finit cette journce, au dẽsavantage d'un ennemi 
qui croyoit nous hacher, et pretendoit qu'il est plus 
facile de couper les tetes de mille Francais que de cou- 
per une citrouille et un melon (expressions Asiatiques). 
L'armée poussa le soir meme jusqu'a Gize, demeure de 
Mourad Bey, le premier des Mamelouks. Le lende- 
main, nous passames le Nil sur des bateaux plats, et la 
ville du Caire se rendit sans resistance. 

Ici finit le recit de nos operations militaires ; j en- 
treraĩ actuellement dans les maux que nous avons soufferts 
pendant nos marches ; je vous ferai un petit historique 
du pays que nous avons parcouru et des habitants. 

Remontons 2 Alexandrie. Cette ville n'as plus de 
son antiquite que le nom. * ®*® ® ctonnans qui y sont 
restẽs enfouis et ignores au milicu d'un peuple qui a peine 
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connoit qu'ils existent. Figurez-vous un etre impassi- 
ble, prenant tous les EvEnemens comme ils viennent, que 
rien n'<tonne, qui, la pipe 2 la bouche, na d autre occu- 
pation que d' etre sur son cul, devant sa porte, sur un 
banc, ou devant la maison d'un grand, passe ainsi sa 
journẽe, se souciant fort peu de sa famille, de ses enfans; 
des meres qui errent la figure couverte d'un haillon noir, 
et offrent aux passans a leur vendre leurs enfans, des 
| hommes a moitie nuds, dont le corps ressemble au bronze, 
la peau degoutante, fouillant dans des ruisseaux bour- 
deux, et qui, semblables 3 des cochons, rongent et de- 
vorent ce qu'ils y trouvent, des maisons hautes de vingt 
pieds au plus, dont le toit est une plate-forme, Vinterieur 
une Ecurie, VFextErieur Paspect de quatre murailles. 
Voila les maisons d&'Alexandrie. Ajoutez qu autour de 
cet amas de misere et d horreurs, sont les fondemens de 
la cite la plus celebre de Vantiquits, les monumens les 
plus precieux de Part. 

Sortis de cette ville, pour comanter be MIN, vous cow- 
contre et passe à travers un dẽsert nud comme la main, 
og toutes les 4 a 5 lieues, vous rencontrez un mauvais 
puits d'eau saumitre. Figurez-vous une armẽe obligẽe 
de passer au travers de ces plaines arides, qui n'offrent 
pas meme au soldat un asyle contre les chaleurs inzup- 
portables qui y regnent. Le soldat portant pour cinq 
jours de vivres, charge de son sac, habille de laine, au 
bout d'une heure de marche accable par le chaud et la 
pesanteur des effets qu'il porte, il e decharge, il jette ses 
 vivres, ne zongeant qu au présent, zans Penser au lende- 
main : arrive la soi, et il ne trouve pas Teau ; la faim, 
pas de pain ; c est ainsi qu ' travers les horreurs que prẽ- 
sente ce tableau, Von 2 vu des soldats moutir de soif, 
Tinanition, de chaleur ; d' autres, voyant les souffrances 
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de leurs camarades, se brüler la cervelle ; d'autres se 


jetter armes et bagages dans le Nil, et peErir au — 


des eaux. 


spectacle; et, chose inouie ; et que personne ne croira 
facilement! C'est que FParmee entiere, pendant une 
marche de 17 jours, na pas eu de pain ; le soldat se 
nourrissoĩt de citrouilles, de melons, de poules et quel- 
ques legumes qu'il trouvoit dans le pays: telle a ẽtẽ la 
nourriture de tous depuis le General jusqu au dernief 
soldat; souvent meme le General a jeünẽ pendafit 18 et 
24 heures, parce que le soldat arrivant le premier dans 
les villages, livroit tout au pillage, et que souvent il 
falloit se contenter de son rebut, ou de ce que son in- 
temperance abandonnoit. 

It est inutile de vous parler de notte boisson : nous 
vivons ici tous sous la loi de Mahomet, elle defend le 
vin: mais par contre, elle nous fournit abondamment 
eau du Nil. | 

Faut-il vous parler du pays situé sur les deux rives 
du Nil? Pour vous en donner une ide juste et prẽcise, 
il faut entrer dans la marche topographique de ce fleuve. 

Deux lieues au-dessous du Caire, Il se divise en deux 
branches; Fune descend a Roxette, Vautre a Damiette ; 
Fentre deux de ces caux est le Delta, pays extraordi- 
nairement fertile, qu arrose le Nil: aux extrẽmitẽs des 
deux branches, du cdte des terres est une lisiere de pays 
cultive, qui n guere qu'une licue de large, tantot plus, 
tantõt moins: pages au dela, vous entrez dans les DE- 
terts, les uns aboutissent à la Lybie, les autres aux plaines 
Qui vont à la Mer Rouge. De Rosette au Caire, le pays 
ert tres-habitE ; on y cultive beaucoup de ria, du ble, des 
tentilles, ble de Turquie 2 les villages sont les uns zur 


ease 66. pac || 


0 wv 2, ce Dy Sa en 


JJ ˙·¹——¹Q v OCT Tor ww we TT" RF WF *' 


FI " ld. 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 15 


es autres; leur construction est ex&crable, ce n'est autre 
chose que de la boue travaillee avec les pieds et les mains 
et entassce, des trous pratiques dessus. Pour vous en 
donner une plus juste idee, rappellez-vous les tas de 
neige que font les enfans chez nous, les fours qu ils con- 
tiens: les cultivateurs, appellẽs communẽment Fellas, 
zont extremement laborieux, ils vivent de peu de chose, 
et dans une malproprete qui fait horreur: Jen ai vu 
boire le surplus de Veau que mes chameaux et mes che- 
vaux laizsojent dans Vabreuvoir. 

Voila ces Tepee d renomense par k. arge. 
et les voyageurs; à travers toutes ces horreurs, les 
mau qu'on endure, les missres qui sont le partage 
de Varmee, je conviens cependant que c'est le pays le 
plus ausceptible de donner à la France une colonie dont 
les profits lui seront incalculables; mais il faut du tems, 
et des hommes. Je me mis appercu que ce nent pas 
avec des zaldats que Von fonde des colonies, les ndtres 
zurtout ; leurs propos - - - „ ils cont terribles dans 
les combats, terribles apres la victoire, sans contredit les 
plus intrẽ pĩdes soldats du monde; mais peu faits pour 
des expeditions lointaines : ils se laissent rebuter par 
un propos; inconstquena, liches, ils en tiennent eux- 
memes: on en a entendu dite, en voyant passer des 
gEnEraux : les voila, les bourreaux des Frangais et 
mille autres de cette nature. 3 

Le calice est vers, je le boirai jusqu's la lie : J'ai 
pour moi, la congtance; ma mate, un courage qui, 
J expere, ne m'abandonnera pas, avec cela je pousserai 
jusqu au bout. 

Parlons aussi un peu du Grand Caire. Cette ville, 

L 
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la capitale d un royaume qui n'a pas de fin ( ainsi l appel - 
lent les savans du pays) contient 400,000 ames. Sa 
forme est un grand boyau rempli de maĩsons entassẽ᷑ es 


les unes sur les autres, sans ordre, sans distribution, sans 


methode, une populace semblable 3 celle d'Alexandrie, 

sans connoissances, enfin le comble de Fignorance ; od 
Ton rE6garde avec admiration celui qui sait lire et Ecrire 3 
cette ville, dis-je, est nEanmoins Fentrep6t et le lieu 
central d'un commerce considerable ; c'est là ou abou- 
tissent les caravanes de la Mecque, et celles qui viennent 
des Indes. (Far ms promoter, Nuueel, octattim Gt veus 
parler de ces caravanes.) 

J'ai vu hier recevelc le divan que compere be Glabral 
Bonaparte; il est compose de neuf personnes: j'ai vn 
neuf automates habilles 3 la Turque, de superbes tur- 
bans, des barbes, et des costumes qui me rappellent les 
images des douze apdtres, que Papa tient dans Varmoire : 
quant a Fesprit, les connoizsances, le genie et les talens, 
je ne vous en dis rien ; ce chapitre est toujours en blanc 
en Turquie. Nulle part autant "ignorance, nulle part 
autant de richesses, ct nulle part aussi mauvais et sordide | 
usage du temporel. 

„„ cegi_r: J'ai voulu vous 


bien des articles, le rapport du GenEral Bonaparte y 

Suppleera. 

Ne oyez pas inquiet aur mon compte; je souffre 2 
la vErite, mais c'est avec toute armee ; mes effets me 

sont parvenus. Jai, dans nos adversitEs, tous les avan- 


tages de la fortune; soyez tranquille, je jouis d'une 
bonne Sante. " 


 Menagez vos santẽs; j anrai, j'espere, le bonheur de 


faire ma description; j'en ai, sans. contredit, omis 
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vous exthengeer avant un an, je mis Faggebcier Cavance, 
et vous le prouverai. 


J embrazze bien tendrement mes zoeurs, 
Votre tres-aoumis fils, 
Doras. 


TRANSLATION. 


Grand ain, Jeb ai 
Ay dear Parents, 


epportunity of writing to you ; and as my design is to 


* This letter has embarrazzed us congiderably. It hears the 
Same Signature as the preceding ; and yet we. can with difficulty 
perzuade ourmzlves that it was written by the u perzon. The 
letter which the reader has just een, is from a mater hand, con- 
ident of knowledge, and deciding on facts without periphrazis, or 
afectation. The present, which is also well written, and with a 
Sufficient knowledge of the transactions it records, is very inferior 
to it in gimplicity, and manly decision. wo 

The writer is incezzantly labouring to my every thing in the 
finext manner, and doles out his little modicums of information 
n a styleof gravity and self. importance, that has zometimes made 
— us mile. With all this, however, the letter is very creditable 

to the author's abilities. It furnishes, besides, many important 

L2 
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make you fully iequainted with an expedition no les 
Singular than astonishing, I shall take the liberty of re. 
capitulating our atchicvements since the day we left 
Toulon. ; 

The land army, Af 20.200 non. ata 
at Marscilles,, Toulon, Genoa, and Civita Vecchia, set 
Sail on the 19th of May, under the convoy of 15 sail 
of the line (two of which were armed en flute)* 14 
frigates, and several smaller ships of war. The convoy 
altogether formed a total of more than 400 sail; and 
never perhaps, since the Crusades, had so large an 
armament appeared in the Mediterranean. 


1 
t 


lacts, and it discovers, amidst a great solicitude to conceal it, that 
the French troops have been miscrably duped by their govern- 
f mms to total and irremedi. 
able distruction. 

We wee es font inclined ts believe that the lievinte which 

we remarked in the style and manner of the two letters might 
originate in their being written to different persons: one an ex- 
periences to whom it was necessary to represent 
things as they really were! the other, a parent ignorant, per- 
haps, of affairs, and likely to be much better pleased 
een 
relation of orming towns without walls, and gaining victories 
without elveinles !—But on reconsidering the matter, we think 
the td considerable to be even thus necounted for. 
We fratikly Gvitfess that we have. no other solution of the d- 
culty to offer ; an we, therefore, leave the whole to the reader: 
only repeating our first assertion, that the writing and the name 
„ rr 
judgment the same. 
These Were the Venitian sixty-fours. bs his entice 
res 
board, at Ajicrio, and who amounted to several thousands: his 
tte of chips of war i correct. 
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Without calculating the dangers of the element on 
which we were embarked; or those which wie had to 
apprehend from an enemy formidable at sea, we terre 
vith a favourable wind for Malta, where we arrived on 
the roth of June. The conquest of this important place 
cost us but a few men. It capitulated on the 12th—the 
Order was abolished,. and the Grand Master packed off 
to Germany with a budget of fine promises; in a word, 
every thing succeeded to our wish. Time, however, 
with calculating the advantages to be derived from the 
possession of Malta; for an Engliah aquadron of 13 sail 
of the line, commanded. by Nelson, was at anchor in 
the Bay of Naples,* and watched all our motions. Bo- 
naparte, informed of this, scarce gave us time to take 
ia water: he ordered the fleet to weigh immediately, 
and, on the 28th of June, we were already in full ail 
for the second object of our expedition. We fell in 
with Candia an the 25th, and on the goth our light ves- 
gels made Alexandria. 
nnn oF che iy eniche nom of 
this very day; and proposed to the Turks to anchor in 

the part, by way of securing it against us; but as his 
| propocal was not accepted, he stood on for Cyprus; 
while we, profiting by his errors, and tysning even his 
stupidity to our own advantage, made good our landing 
22 12 


0 — tw any that (his was act the exe. Once for 
all, we must observe, that we have seldom thought it necessary 
to take notice of such geographical and historical blunders as 
appear in this correspondence ;—the present letter, for. instance, 
has several of both kind; but we leave them to the reader. 
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en Shore by break of day, and Bonaparte putting himself 
2 their head, marched sﬆtraight to Alexandria, across a 
degert of three leagues, which did not even afford a drop 
of water, in a climate where the heat is inzupportable. 

Notwithstanding all these difficulties, we reached the 
town, which was defended by a garrizon of near 500 
Janizaries. Of the rest of the inhabitants, some had 
thrown themselves into the forts, and others got on the 
tops of their houses. In this zituation they waited our 
attack. The charge is zounded—our zoldiers fly to the 
ramparts, which they scale, in spite of the obstinate de- 
fence of the besieged: many Generals are wounded, 
amongst the rest Kleber—we lone near 150 men, but 
courage, at length, zubdues the obstinacy of the Turks! 
Repulsed on every side, they betake themselves to God 
and their Prophet, and fill their mosques—men, women, 
old, young, children at the breast, 411 are maszacred.* 
At the end of four hours, the fury of our troops ceases 
I myzelf reduce one into which 7500 Turks had fled—con- 
fidence springs up—and, by the next day, all is quiet. 

It will not be amis, I think, to make a short digres- 
Sion just here for the zake of informing you of the ob- 
ject of this expedition, and of the causes which have 


induced Bonaparte to take poazexzion of Egypt. 


Thee, then, are the triumphs of the * Hero of Italy!” of 
_ © the fond object of Mr. Wakeficld's daily and nightly 2olici- 
® tude!” of—but we dare not tru ourtelves with the zubject. 
On this man, and his zanguinary admirers, be the blood of this 
innocent people; and the incfiable contempt and abhorrence that 
„ a. 5 


adject panegyries on their zavage perpetrators! 
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France, by the different events of the war and the 
Revolution, having lost her colonies and her factories, 
must inevitably see her commerce decline, kind her in- 
dustrious inhabitants compelled to procure at second 
hand the most essential articles of their trade. Many 
weighty reasons must compel her to look upon the re- 
covery of those colonies, if not impossible, yet altoge- 
ther unlikely to produce any of the advantages which 
were derived from them before they became a zscene of 
devastation and horror; especially, if we may add to 
this, the decree for abolishing the slave trade. 
To indemnity itself, therefore, for this loss, which 
may be considered as realized, the Government turned 
its views towards Egypt and Syria ; countries which, 
by their climate and their fertility, are capable of being 
made the storehouse of France, and, in process of time, 
the mart of her commerce with India. It is certain, 
that by acizing and organizing these countries, we shall 
be enabled to extend our views till. further; to annihi- 
late, by degrees, the English East India wade, enter into 
it with advantage ourselves; and, finally, get into our 
hands the whole commerce of Africa and of Asia. 

These, I think, are the considerations which have 
induced the (Covernment to uateinhe he youmnt cape 
dition against Egypt. 
This part of the Ottoman dominion has been for 
many ages governed by a species of men called Mame- 
loucs, who, having a number of Beys at their head, dis- 
avow the authority of the Grand Seignior, and rule des- 
 potically and tyrannically, « people and a country, 
which, in the hands of a civilized-nation, would be- | 
come a mine of wealth. 


To gain possession of Egypt, then, it is necessary to 
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Subdue these Mameloucs ;* they are in number about 
Soco—all cavalry—under the command of 24 Beys. It 
is of to give you some idea of these people, 
their manner of making war, their arms, defensive and 
offensive, and their origin. 

Every Mamelouc is purchased—they are all from 

Georgia and Mount Caucasus there are a great num- 
ber of Germans and Russians amongst them, and even 
some French. Their religion is Mahometanism : ex- 
ercized from their infancy in the military art, they 
acquire an extraordinary degree of dexterity in the ma- 

nagement of their horses, in shooting with the carabine 
and pistol, in throwing the lance, and in wielding the | 
Sabre; there have been instances of their severing, at | 
ene dow, = head of wet cotton. 

Every Mamelouc has two, three, and sometimes four 
Servants, who follow him on foot wherever he goes; 
nay, even to the field. The arms of a Mamelouc on 
horseback, are two carabines, carried by his servants— 
these are never fired but once—two pair of pistols stuck 
in his girdle; cight light lances in a kind of quiver, 
which he flings with admirable dexterity ; and an iron- 
headed mace. When all theze are diecharged, he comes 


© This is a better reason for declaring way against them, than 
the peculations of a Bey who — , these twenty years. 
But this is not the only instance in which the hypocrisy and false- 
hood of Bonaparte have been completely detected and exposed by 
the inadvertency of his agents. It is true, iadeed, that we want 
no testimonies but those of our own eyes and our own understand- 
ing to convince us of his real motives ; but till, it is not unplea- 
sant nor unprofitable to be told of them, from time to time, by 
persons whose information can neither be disputed nor denied. 


We recommend the three or four paragraphs preceding this, 1 


to the reader's serious attention. 


, 
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to his last resource—his two sabres: putting, then, the 
bridle of his horse between his teeth, be takes one of 
them in each hand, and rushes full speed upon the foe, 
cutting and slashing to right and left. Woe be to those 
who cannot parry his blows! for some of them have 
deen known to cleave a man down the middle. Such 
are the people with whom we are at war! I hall now 
proceed with my narrative. 

Having organized 2 2 government at Alexandria, and 
tecured a communication® with the rear of our army, 
Bonaparte ordered every man to furnish himself with five 


mouth of the Nile, and ascend that celebrated Stream to 
Grand Cairo—the prime object of his expedition. We 
began our march on the 5th of July, and reached the 
river by easy stages, falling in, on our route, with some 
detached parties of Mameloucs, who retired as we ad- 
vanced. It was not till the 12th, that General Bona- 
parte learned that the Beys were marching to meet him, 
with their united forces, and that he might expect to be 
attacked the next day : he marched therefore in order of 
| Bonaparte sent me forward to gain intelligence, with 


* We have spoken of this organization in our Introduction. 
The * communication that was kept up with the rear of the 
% army, is almost too ridiculous to be mentioned. It never 
existed, it never can exist, with Bonaparte s present numbers ; 
and exery letter, and Boyer's among the rest, proves that before 
the General was out of sight of Alexandria, his communication 
2 
them ! 
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three armed sloops; with this little flotilla I advanced 
about three leagues in front of the army. I landed at 
every village on both sides of the Nile, to gain what In- 
formation I could respecting the Mameloucs ; in some 
I was fired at, in others received with kindness, and 
offercd provisions. In one of them I met with an ad- 
venture as laughable v as it is singular: the Cheik of 
the place having collected all his people to meet me, 
came forward from the rest, and demanded to know by 
what right the Christians were come to scize a country 
which belonged to the Grand Seignior. I answered 
him, that it was the will of God and his Prophet to 
bring us there. But, rejoined he, the King of France 
ought at least to have informed the Sultan of this step. 
I aszured him that this had been done; and he then 
asked me how our King did? I replied, very well; 
upon which he swore by his turban and his beard, that 
he would always look on me as his friend. I took ad- 
vantage of the kindness of these good people, collected 
all the information I could, and continuing my route up 
the Nile, came to anchor for the night opposite a village 
called Chebriki, where the Mameloucs were collected 
in force, and where the first action took place. | 
ent off my dispatches to the Commander in Chief 


® Boyer's ideas of humour are not extremely correct. We see 
nothing very facetious in a blasphemous falsehood, nor in basely 
availing himeelf of the name of his murdered King, to deceive a 
hospitable stranger, ignorant alike of him and his nation. This 
little anecdote is not, however, without its use; it proves with 
what truth these secluded people are represented as having in- 
jured the French; and with what justice they are delivered over 
in consequence of it, to pillage, murder, and utter devastation ' 
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that night; in these I gave. him all the information I 
had been able to obtain respecting the Mameloucs. 
As oon as the day broke, I clambered up the mast of 
my vessel, and discovered six Turkish shalops bearing 
down upon me ; at the zame time I was reinforced by a 
- I drew out my little fleet to meet them, 
and at half after four a cannonade began between us, 
which lasted five hours; in spite of the enemy's supe- 
riority, I made head against them, they continued never- 
theless to advance upon me, and I lost for a moment the 
demi-galley, and one of the gun-boats. Yielding, how- 
ever, was out of the question, it was absolutely neces- 
zary to conquer ;—in this dreadtul moment our army 
came up, and I was disengaged. One af et 
vessels blew up. Such was the termination of our naval 
combat. . 
upon our army; they rode round and round it, without 
finding any point where an impression might be made, 
and, indeed, without any attempt at it. I presume, that, 
astonished at the manner in which our columns wen 
drawn up, they were induced to put off to a future day 
the decision of their fortune and their empire. This af- 
fair was trifling enough in itself, the Mameloucs only 
lost about 20 men, but we reaped a considerable advan- 
tage from it, that of having given an extracedinary idea 
of our tactics to an enemy unacquainted with any ; who 
knows of no other superiority in arms than that of 
deight and agility ; without order or ficmness, unable 
even to march in platoons, advancing in confused groups, 
and falling upon the enemy in sudden starts of wild and 
cavage fury. 

After the retreat of the Mameloucs, we advanced 
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upon Cairo, where the decisive action took place. Ie | 


was, in fine, on the 22d of July, that the army found 
itself at daybreak about three leagues from Cairo, and 


five from the so much celebrated Pyramids. Here the | 
Mameloucs, commanded by the famous Mourad, the | 
most powerful of the Beys, awaitcd us: till three in the | 


afternoon the day was wanted in skirmishes ; at length 
the hour arrived! our army, flanked on the right by the 
Pyramids, and on the left by the Nile, perceived the 
enemy was making a movement. Two thousand Mame.. 
loues advanced against our right, commanded by Ge- 
nerals Desaix and Regnier. Never did I see $0 furious 
a charge! giving their horses the rein, they rushed on 
the divisions like a torrent, and pushed in between them. 
in ten paces, and then began a running fire, accompanied 
with some discharges of artillery ; in the twinkling 
an eye more than 250 of them fell, the rest sought their 


un flight. They returned, however, to the change, 


and were received in the zame manner. Wearied out at 
length by our resistance, they turned, and attacked our 


left wing, to cee if fortune would there be more favour- 
able to them. 


The auccess of our right encouraged Bonaparte. 


in the village of Embabet, on the left bank of the Nile, 


rapidly advancing towards it, six hundred Mameloucs 
aallied from the works, surrounded our platoons, and 


riger 


The Mameloucs had thrown up a hasty entrenchment 
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endeavoured to cm them down ;—but, instead of aut 
ceeding, met their own deaths. Three hundred of them 
dropt on the spot; and the rest, in their attempt to 
escape, threw themselves into the Nile, where they al 
perished. Despairing now of any success, the Mame- 
loucs fled on all sides; set fire to their fleet, which soon 
after blew up, and abandoned their camp to us, with 
Thus ended the day, to the confusion of an enemy 
who were possessed with the belief that they shoulgd cut 
us in pieces ; and who had boasted that it was as en a@ 
ws dp ee 
4 gourd or a melon,.® 
| The ny micibed.on thet nit es Glad the as- 
sidence of Mutat, the Chief of the Mameloucs. The 
nent tay m 
Here ends the narrative of our military operations. 
propose now to give you some account of the mieries 
we underwent in our march, together with a brief de- 
scription of the country we have traversed, and of the 
Let us return to Alexandria.—This city has nothing 
of its antiquity but the name—if there be any other 


* Boyer subjoins that this is an Asiatic phrase: «the phrase 
may be Asiatie for ought we know, but the idea we hazard little 
in affirming to be European. It is but changing Frenchmen” 
to the © se of depots,” and © cutting off heads” to © biting 
the dust, and the dispatches of Bonaparte himself will furnish 
Boyer with a thousand of those empty flourishes. | 


Ut nemo in ce tentat descendere, nemo; 
Sed præcedenti spectatur mantica tergo ! 
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relicks ® of it, they remain utterly unzegarded and un- 
known, among a people, who appear 


incapable of feeling, taking events just as they occur, 
and surprised at nothing; who with a pipe in his 
mouth, has no other occupation than that of squatting 
on. his breech before his own door, or that of some 
great man, and dreaming away the day, without 2 
thought of his wife or family. Figure to yourself too, 
a number of mothers trolling about, wrapped up in 2 
dirty black rag, and offering to sell their children to every 
ene they meet ;—Men half naked, of the colour of 
copper, and of a most disgusting appearance, raking in 
the puddles and kennels like hogs, and devouring every 
thing they find there; houses of twenty fect inheight at 
the most, of which the roof-is flat, the interior a stable, 
and the exterior four mud walls. Figure to yourself 
all this, I zay, and you will have a pretty correct idea 
of the city of Alexandria. Add, that around this mass 


of misery and horror, lie the ruins of the most cele- 


brated city of the ancient world, the mos precious 
monuments of the arts. | 

| Leaving this city to ascend the Nile, you cross 2 
desert, bare as my hand, where every three or four 
leagues you find a paltry well of brackish water. Ima- 
gine to yourself the situation of an army obliged to pass 
these arid plains, which do not afford the slightest 


Shelter against the intolerable heat which prevails there ! 


© Here ate two or three words obliterated in the original; 
tere we have ventured to guers at; we know not with what 
$UCCELS. 


to be scarce con- 
2cious of their own existence. Figure to yourself a being 


» ao wr r5419 557 
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fore he has marched an hour, overcome by the heat, and 
the weight of what he carries, and throws away every 
thing that adds to his fatigue, without thinking of to- 
morrow. Thirst attacks him! he has not a drop of 
water; hunger !—he has not a bit of bread. It was thus 
that amidst the horrors which this faithful picture pre- 
ents, we beheld several of the soldiers die of thirst, of 
hunger, and of beat; others, seeing the guſſerings of 
tele commune, diew ut ule cnt barks ; others 
_thiew themselves, loaded as they were, into the Nile, 
and perished in the water. | 

Every day of our march renewed these dreadful 
Kenes; and, what was never heard of before—what 
will stagger all belief; the army, during a march of 
during the whole of this time on gourds, melons, poul- 
try, and such vegetables as they found on their route. 
Such was the food of all, from the General to the com- 
mon soldier, —nay, the General was often obliged to 
fast for eighteen or twenty hours, because the privates 
article of subsĩstence, and frequently reduced him tothe 
necessity of satisfying himself with the rebune of their 
hunger, or of their intemperance ! - 

It is uscless to speak of our drink. We all live here 
under the law of Mahomet, which forbids the use of 
wine ; but, by way of indemnity, allows us as much 
Nile water as we can drink. 

Shall I give you some account of the country between 

| the two branches of the Nile ? To do this properly, 1 
| must lay before you a topographical chart of the course 
and direction of the river. 

Two leagues below Caig it divides nel. ims ems 
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branches; one of which falls into the sea at Rosetta; 
the other at Damietta: the intermediate country is 
called the Delta, and is extremely fertile. Along the 
outer sides of the two branches, runs a slip of cultivated 
land, broader in gome places than in others, but no 
where more than a league: beyond this are the Deserts, 
extending on the left to Lybia, and on the right to the 
Ned Sea. From Nosetta to Cairo, the country is well 
peopled, and produces a good deal of wheat, rice, len- 
tils, &c. The villages are crowded together—their 
construction is execrable, being little more than heaps 
of mud trodden into some consistency, hollowed out 
within; and resembling, in every feature, the snow 
heaps of our children. If you recollect the shape of 
bs = pw 


tremely laborious ; they Jive on little, and hs ens of 
nich and degradation that excites horrog. I have seen 
them swallow the residue of the water which my camels 
and horses happened to leave in their troughs. 
Such is this Egypt, w celebrated by travellers and his- 
torians ! In despite, however, of all these horrors, of the 
hardships we endure, and of the miseries the army is 
condemned to suffer, I am uill inclined to think that it is 
a country calculated above all others to give us a colony 
which may be productive of the highest advantages ;* 


* There spoke a true Frenchman. Every circumstance proves 
that Egypt is wholly incapable of becoming a profitable colony to 
France, and Boyer himself is fully convinced of it; yet, in spite of 
his better kfowledge, he drops the assurance of the fact, and in 
K —— 
1 
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but for this, time and hands ate necessary. I have geen 
enough to be convinced, that it is not with soldiers that 
' colonies are founded; above all, with uch soldiers as 
ours! Their language - - - - - - (A. illegible). 
They are terrible in the field, terrible after victory,® 
and, without contradiction, the most intrepid troops in 
ditions. A word dropt at random, will diabearten them 
—they are lazy, capricious, and exceedingly turbulent- 
and licentious in their conversation—they have been | 
heard to say, as their officers passed by, © there go the | 
Jack Ketches of the . 
things of the same kind. 

2 pond cn, ids wilt ute 
it to the dregs. I have on my zide firmness, health, 
and a spirit which I trust will never flag: with these I 
will persevere to the end. 
lee yet said nothing of Grand Cairo. This city, 
the capital of a kingdom, which, to borrow the lan- 
guage of the Sevens of the country, has no bounds, 
contains about 400,000 son,. Its form is that of a long 
Shaft or tunnel, crowded with houses piled one upon 
another, without order, distribution, or method of any 
kind. Its inhabitants, like those of Alezandria, are 
plunged in the most brutal ignorance, and regard with 
astonighment the prodigy who is able to read and 
write! This city, however, such as I have deacribed 
it, is the centre of a considerable commerce, and the 
spot where the caravans of Mecca and India terminate 
their respective journies. Wy OT CE EE 
account of these caravans.) 


* 


* Alluding, perhaps, to the massacre at Alexandria. 
| | M 


162 COPIES OF 


I went yesterday to see the installation of the Divan, 
which Bonaparte has formed. It consists of nine per- 
sons.“ And such a sight! I was introduced to nine 
bearded automatons, dressed in long robes, and turbans; 
and whose mien and appearance altogether, put me 
strongly in mind of the figures of the twelve apostles 
in my grandfather's little cabinet. I shall say nothing 
to you of their talents, knowledge, genius, wit, &c.— 
this is always 2 blank chapter in Turkey. No where 
is there to be found such deplorable ignorance as in 
every part of that country where such wealth, and 
no Where so vile and sordid a misuse of the blessing. 
Enough of this. I have now, I think, fulfilled my 
intentions: many topics have been doubtless overlooked ; 
m, 
patches of General Bonaparte. 

Do not entertain any — on my ccernns. 1 
auffer, it is ttue, but the whole army suffers with me. 
My baggage has reached me in safety; I have, there- 
fore, in the general distress, all the advantages of fortune. 
Once again, be easy; I am in good health. 

Take cate of your healths ; in less than a year I hope 
to have the happiness of embracing you. I know how 
to apptetiate that happiness in advance, as I will one 
day be. you. 

I embrace my siaters with the sincerest affection, and 
* 


Boyss. 


* See the Introduction. 
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— le 11 Thevmidar, an 6. 


Doron, Giniral de Brigade, — ** 
5 enn 4 


Son „ 
Afrique, je suis sur les ẽpines; oui, mon cher, a Tar- 
rivee devant Malte, je fus en prendre possession. et 
detruire la Chevalerie; à notre arrivẽe à Alexandrie, 
et aptẽs Pavoir prise d' assaut, je fus nommẽ comman- 
dant de la place; aujourdhui, apres vingt jours d une 
marche des plus pẽnibles dans les Deserts, nous sommes 
les Mamelouks ; cext-3-dire, apits les avoir mis en 
fuite ; car ils ne annt pas dignes de notte colere. ' 

Me voila done, mop ami, revetu d'une nouvelle dig- 
nite que je n'ai pu refuzer, lorzque Fon m'y a joint le 
commandement du Caire ;. cette place Etoit trop belle 
22 6 „„ 
que Bonaparte m'a offert. 

Laconduite de la brigade à Vaſfaire des Piramides ext 
unique ; elle seule a detruit 4000 Mamelouks 3 cheval, 
pris 40 pieces de canon qui Etoient en batterie, tous 
chevaux, leurs riches bagages, puisqu il n'est pas de 
zoldat qui n'aie 100 louis sans exagö rer, 422712 
plusicurs qui en ont 500. 


M 2 
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— —ͤ— x Fexpere tu 
Cent ville ext abominable, les mes y respirent la 
peste par leurs immondices ; le peuple est affreux et 


qu'il me tarde de revoir la Ligurie! - 


Qui, mon chez, quoique . 
que rien ne me manque; oð sont mies amis? ou est la 


respectable Marina? je pleure zur. notre Separation, 
mais j'espere que bientSt je $erai aupres. Oui bientot, 


car je m'ennuye diablement aupres deux. ; 
Notre passage du Desert et nos diverses batailles ne 
nous ont presque rien coute. L'armee se porte bien. 
On Vhabille dans ce moment, et je ne sais pas i j ĩtaĩ 
en Syrie ; nous gominies prets. J'ai eu le malheur de 
perdre ma . . ; a la prize Camaut &Alexandrie. 
— Donnez-moi de vos nouvelles, je vous en price. Enfin 
jugez de la licheté de ce grand peuple tant vante. Je 
me suis empare de cette immense eit, le 5 du mois, 
avec deux compagnies de grenadiers seulement. Cette 
ville a 600,000 ames de population. 
Adieu, mon bon ami, j embrasse mille fois Marcellin, 
a mere, son pere, son papa Carlo, et vos amis, ct 
eroyea - moĩ pour la vie le plus dt vouẽ de vos amis. 


N N 
C. Doren. 
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Pecris par ce courier à Pijon et Spinola; dites à 

Pijon qu'il est bien heureux d'avoir EtE exile. Plat- 

au-Ciel que je Veusse EtE aussi. Je Fembraze et la 
famille. Mes amitiés, au pauvre Pietro” 
Jembrasse Honoria, votre frere, et votre oncle. 


Grand Caire, Fuly 2g. 
Dvrvrs, General of Brigade, &c. to bis. friend Carle, 


On tend as an cn; bu Bute axe ies. Lids 
ed to be on thorns ; Tes, my friend, on our arrival 
at Malta I went to take possession of it, and to abolish 
the Order: on our arrival at Alexandria, and storming 
it, I was made Governor of the place. At present, after 
a most painful march of twenty days, we are arrived at 


This is the strangest letter we ever met with. It is an in- 
coherent rhapsody, which, if the author was zober when he wrote 
it, proves him to be a tingular compound of madness and folly. 
Such as he is, however, we e Bonaparte selecting him for the 
Governor of Grand Cairo! Yet on farther consideration, we 
do not think the General much less happy than usual in his 
choice; for a wise man would not have accepted the pen; ang 
a tane man could not have held it © to the . 
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loucs, en pattant;: that is to say, putting them to flight, 
for they are not worth our anger. 

Here I am, then, my friend, graced with a new dig- 
nity; which I could not refuse, since it was no lest 
than the government of Cairo; a dignity much too fine 
for me to refuse, when offered by Bonaparte. 

The conduct of the Brigade at the affair of the Pyra- 
mids is unique. It cut to pieces, itself, 4000 of the 
Mamelouc cavalry, took a battery of forty pieces of 
cannon, all their intrenchments, their colours, their 
magnificent horses, and their rich baggage—since there 
is not a single soldier who has not 100 louis d'ors, with- 
out exaggeration ; and many of them 500. * | 
In fine, my dear friend, I occupy at present the ſinest 

seraglio in Cairo; that of the favourite Sultana of 
Ibrahim Bey, Sultan of Egypt. I occupy his charming 
palace, and I respect, in the midst of his nymphs, the 
promise which I made to my dear girl in Europe— 


towards her, and I hope, yes, I «till hope to hold out. 

| This is 2 most horrid place. The streets are filthy 
and pestilential ; and the inhabitants hideous and bruti- 
fied. I toil like a horse, and yet I cannot find my way 
through this immense chaos, far more extensive than 
Paris ; but Heavens! how different !—O how I long 
1 ot buck 10 Liguria 


* Dupuis has repeated this contemptible falsehood, in a letter 
which has found its way to Paris. Our troops, says he, roll 


5 in gold. and are M mounted on huge asses, which gallop entre & 


:!“ This looks as if the Mameloucs had reserved, as 
usual, the horses for themselves; which will be found, we ima- 


SI BAY =p Ge owe: The ** 
for notice. 


No; I have not yet been guilty of one act of infidelity || 
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Ves, my dear fellow, though I enjay.myzlf tole- 
rably well, and want for .nothing—yet whete are my 
friends? where is the worthy Marina? .I weep like a 
child at our separation: but I hope that I shall soon be 
Wer 
dody here. ; | -*; I EF EW 257: . 

One merch neans the Dyvien, and bur battles, cot us 
very few men. The army is in good health, and about 
to be new clothed. I do not know whether I Shall go 
to Syria or not; we are all ready. I had the misfor- 
tune to lose my {word illegible) at the storming of 

Let me hear from you, I beg. Finally, judge of the 
paltroonry of this great people of whom we have heard 
$0 much. I took ion of this immense city on the 
23d of this month, with only two companies of grena- 
diers. It has more than 600,000 inhabitants. 
Adieu, my dear friend, I embrace Marcellin a thou- 
sand times, his mother, his father, his papa Carlo, and 
all friends, and believe me till death the most devoted 
of your friends. 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


C. Dvuyvis. 


1 write by this courier to Pijon, and Spinola—tell 
Pijon that he was in high luck to be baniched ; e would 


* We know nothing of General Dupuis. From his connections 
he appears to be a Genoese ; but from his name and his mode of 
thinking, a Frenchman. He is in extacy at his good fortune, and 
longing to be rid of it! Proud of the government of Cairo, and 
wishing he had been hanged, or baniched, before he went on the 
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to God that I had been so too! I embrace him and his 


family. My regard to poor Pietro. 
— PCI WEILL 2g 


expedition which conferred it en him! He seems to reason me. 
what in the manner of Sancho To be sure, a Governor is a 
e great man; but, if this is to be a Governor of Barataria, | 
* would racher have aid at home, and kept goats. 
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No. XXIV. 


Alexandrie, le 11 Thermider, 
Le Roy, Ordonnateur de la Marine, à I Amiral Zaun vs. 


Ex execution des ordres du General Kleber, il part 
pour Rosette, un Agent des subsistances militaires. Je 
mi donnerai une lettre pour le Citoyen Jaubert, qui 
votre escadre, ceux pour les services de terre et de mer, 
toit a Alexandrie soit a Rosette, n'occasionnent pas une 
nuisible concurrence. 

La conservation de la santé a nommt pour Le Be- 
quiere, le Citoyen Ferriere, qui ira prendre vos ordres. 
Le Capitaine de frẽgate, De la Rue, merit de Ro- 


avec beaucoup de peine que je suis parvenu à en reunir 
cinq, pour envoyer 2 vos ordres: on est à la recherche 
de la 6*. 

La prise du Caire va, je le pense, nous procurer plus 
de facilite pour les transports; mais a tout EvEnement 
pour que le service de vos subsistances et votre eau, celui 
de Vexpedition, des effets de Farmee de terre, la corres- 
pondance avec Roxette, la n&EcessitE d aller chercher de 
Feau pour Alexandrie qui sous peu en manquera. Tous 


ces besoins m'engagent 2 vous proposer d' envoyer tel 
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miette pour en ramener à Rosette, le plus de schermes 


possĩbles, qui seront mises à la disposition du Citoyen 


De la Rue, pour etre reparties suivant vos ordres. 


La situation des malades, et leurs moyens de traite. 
ment ne sont pas encore tels que je ne me vois force a 


vous prier d'ordonner que les malades de votre escadre 
S0ient Evacues sur Rosette. La difficulte d'avoir des 
matières a retarde Vexpedition de la Madonna della 
N: vous Laure un de ces jours-ci. 


Salut et respect. 


Lz Rov. 


P. S. Que de peines, Citoyen Amiral, pour la moindre 
chose! Le succès du General en Chef, et de Farmee 


de la Republique, vont, je Fespere, eclaircir notre 


besogne. 

Le General Kleber vous reitere la demande de le 
faire avertir, si vous ne pouvez faire prendre les paquets 
par le premier batiment que vous enverrez en France. 


LeGeneral desire que nous envoions a Rosette un officier 


qui assure les transports d eau pour Alexandrie, et l 
minement des effets de la cavaleric pour le Nil. 


Voici ce que je propose, d'apres Vavis de Vestimable | 


Guicu ; choix dont je ne puis trop vous remercier. 


celui de ce port. 


2. Les Macks transporteront au Caire les passagers | 


et les eſſets de Farmee. 


3. Les Caisses supplẽeront les chaloupes, lorsque 
eelles des tartanes ne suſſiront pas. 


1. Reunion des schermes de Damiette a Rosette, qui, 
avec celles d Alex andrie feront le service de Vescadre et 


r 
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4. Employer d' ici à le Bequiere et à Rosette, tout ce 
qu il sera Possible, de —ͤé— conan 


de tirant d' eau. 
Ls Ror. 
TRANSLATION. 


Le Roy, Commissary of the Marine, to Admiral Bauzvs. 


In obedience to the orders of General Kleber, an agent 
for military supplies is about to set out for Rosetta. I 
$hall furnish him with a letter for Citizen Jaubert, who 
will take measures for preventing the. purchases made 
for the fleet, and those for the army, either here or at 
Nosetta, from occasioning a competition in the markets, 
which will be injurious to both. 
The Board of Health has appointed Citizen Ferrigre - 
to the hospital at Aboukir. He will wait on you for - 
orders. | 
Captain De la Rue writes to me in the most pressing 
manner, from Roxetta, for scherms (lighters). It is 
with the utmost difficulty that I have been able to col- 


„ 
out for a sinth. 
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presume that the capture of Cairo will facilitate our 
communications ;—but, at all events, the supplying the 
fleet with provisions and water, the forwarding the bag. 
gage of the army, the correspondence with Nosetta, the 
necessity of going to procure water for Alexandria, 
which in a short time will be in want of it“ Al 
these urgent calls induce me to propose to you to dis- 


* « Proofs rise on pros! We mentioned in our observa. 
tions on Savary's letter, (No. XII.) that the troops and transport 
vessels at Alexandria, would shortly experience a scarcity of pro- 
visions. We now find that a worse evil awaited them; for 0 
long since as the beginning of August, they were obliged to draw 
their supplies of water from Rosetta | It is true that the rise of 
the Nile towards the end of that month, would probably furnish 
them with a precarious Supply—but, on the other hand, as the 
canal was entirely in the possession of the Arabs, and as it never 
brought water enough to fill half the cisterns of the city, we may 
reasonably doubt whether they derived much advantage from it. 

Add to this, that the usual population of the city, which was 
always (that is in modern times) scantily >upplied with this indis- 
pensable article, is about eight thousand, the French say ten: 
now the garrizon, the transports, and the ships of war there, 
must make an addition to it of twelve thousand at least: 80 that 
placing every thing in the most fayourable light, it is impossible 
but that the want of water must by this time be most seriously 
felt ; an evil the more alarming, as not a drop can now be pro 
cured from Rosetta. | 

We may be accused of being too sanguine, but as we reason 
from facts, and not from a vague reliance on we know not what 
resources, to be found in the good genius of Bonaparte, we shall 
be little affected by the charge—while we give it as our fixed 
opinion, that the shipping at Alexandria (putting all attacks 
upon it out of the question,) will soon be driven, by its wants, 
to attempt an excape which must be fatal to a great part of it, or 
bo an unconditional Surrender. 
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"ried ane of thi Gige ef wa 6 Phan, wearer 
many scherms as possible, and bring them round to Ro- 
_ getta, where they may be put under the command of 
Citizen De la Rue, and distributed according to your 
The situation of the sick, and the means of taking 
care of them, are not yet precisely such as to enable me 
to dispense with requesting you to order all the fick- of 
your $quadron to be put on shore in future at Nosetta. 
The difficulty of refitting at this port has; hitherto, re- 
tarded the sailing of the Madonna della N—— ; but 
you shall have her one of these days. 


Health and respect. 
LI Rory. 


| P. $. What an infinity of pains, Citizen Admiral, 
for the most trifling thing! The success of the Com- 
mander in Chief will soon, I hope, alleviate or remove 
all our difficulties. 
| General Kleber repeats his request to you, to let him 
know if you cannot contrive to send his packets by the 
first vessel which you dispatch to France. The Ge- 
neral also desires you to send an officer to Rosetta, to 
the taking on board the water for Alexandria, 
and the embarkation of the baggage of the cavalry on 
the Nile. 

Here is the outline of a plan which I have drawn up 
for the purpose, by the assistance of the worthy Guien ; 
a man whose friendship I owe to your recommendation 
for which I can never be sufficiently thankful. 

t. Te convey all the scherms of Damietta to Rosetta, 
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where, in conjunction with those at Alexandria, they 
Shall be appropriated to the exclusive service of the squa- 
dron, and of this port. F. 

2. The Macks shall serve as transports to convey the 
passengers to Cairo, as well as the baggage of the army. 
23. The Caisses $hall supply the place of sloops, when. 
ever a Sufficient number of tartanes cannot be found. 
4. To employ between this place and Bequier, and 
between Bequier and Rosetta, as many tartanes as pos- 
ible, with latin sails, and drawing little water. 


LI Roy. 


ARrIGINAL LETTERS, 1753 


.. 


Rosette, le 14 Thermidor, an 6. 


Duval, Commissaire des Guerres, au Citeyen TuIr IIS, 
Agent des Hipitaux Milttaires. 


Ii est ©tonnant, Citoyen, que depuis un mois que 
höpital est Etabli a Rosette, vous Taye nẽgligẽ à un 
point qui est absolument impardonnable. 
Peint de paillazes, point Cuntengiles, point de m6di- 
ments, point de linge pour le pansement, en un mot, 
manquant de tout, et les malades dans I'6tat le plus af- 
fligeant. Vous ne m'alleguerez pas, je crois, que vous 
Etes sans moyens ; vous avez d abord tant par decade 
pour subvenir aux besoins du service, vous avez en se- 
cond lieu, le batiment No. 47, qui est charge de tout ce 
quipeut Etre nẽcessaĩre pour un hopital de mille malades. 
Outre cela, il existe un magazin general Etabli à Alex- 
le vous somme donc, Citoyen, sous votre responsabi- 
lite, de me faire passer dans le plus bref delai, tout ce 
qui peut etre nẽcessaĩre, tant en effets qu en mEdicamens, 
pour un hpital de 400 malades. * | 
Faurai soin de rendre compte de votre negligence 3 
'Ordonnateur en Chef, ainsi qu'au General en Chef, 
| et surtout ﬆ vous tardez ares „ 
Yous Gomande. | 


Salut. | 
Duvar. 
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TRANSLATION. * 
Rosetta, August It. 


Du va, Comm s:ary of War, to the Citizen Taxis, 
Agent for the Hoxpitals, Ce. 


fot was «wes Ges Ces: hed for hs 
month, during which the hospital has now been estab- 
lished at Rosetta, you should have neglected it to a degree 
which is absolutely unpardonable. No straw beds, no 
chamber utensils, no medicines, no linen for dressings; 
in a word, a total want of every thing, and the zick in a 
State of the utmost distress. 

» You will hardly allege, I fancy, that you are with- 
out means—for in the first place, you have so much 
2 decade to supply all the wants of the service; and, in 
the second, you have the transport No. 47, which has 
on board necessaries of every kind for a hospital of more 
than a thousand sick; add to these, the general maga- 
zine which is extabliched at Alexandria. 


9 > This leter was written on the morning of the first of Au- 
gust, previous to the engagement; it furnishes, as the reader zees, 
another instance of the regard to truth which Bonaparte displays 
in his public dispatches. We have not a man tick, says this 
veracious Chief, in which he is followed as usual by Berthier: 
and yet we find 400 perishing for want of necessaries at Rocetta! 
_ aplacereached with little fatigue, entered without striking a blow, 
kept with no other precautions than a Strict police, and suppozed 
to be the healthiest spot in Egypt! 
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summon you then, Citizen, on your responsibility, 
to send me, without the smallest delay, every thing ne- 
cessary, linen, &c. as well as medicines, for a hospital 
of four hundred sick. 

I will take care to give an account of your negligence 
to the First Commissary; as well as to the Commander 
in Chief; and especially if you shew the least remiss- 
ness in sending me what I write for. 


Health. 
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Rosette, ce 17 Thermidor, an 6. 
g 
J. ne is, ma chere bonne, si tu as recu toutes mes 
lettres. Depuis mon depart de France, je Yai Ecrit une 
fois de Bastia, deux fois de Malte, et une d' Alexandrie. 
Depuis 5 jours nous sommes ici, attendant une occasion 
pour aller au Caire, car il n'est pas sr de remonter le 
Nil sans escorte. Dans notre traversce d'Alexandrie 
nous avons eu le bonheur d'echapper _ 
ẽtoĩent dans ces parages. 
Au moment ou tu recevras cette lettre on saura deja 
sans doute en France la defaite de notre escadre par les 
Anglois. Nous sommes tous ici dans la plus grande con- 
sternation. Je ne puis te donner aucun detail, parce que 
nous ne les connoissons pas encore d'une maniere posi- 
tive : ce qu'il y a malheureusement de trop certain, c'est 
que le superbe vaisseau Orient est sautẽ dans le com- 
bat. Places sur une Eminence qui dominoit la mer, 
nous avons EtE tEmoins de cet affreux spectacle. Le 
combat a dure plus de 24 heures: les Anglois ont du 
beaucoup souffrir. Nous ignorons encore combien nous 
avons perdu de vaisseaux. Jose esperer que les bruits 
sinistres qui se reEpandent ne seront pas confirmes.: 
L'Amiral „ 
foule d' autres braves. 
Ce nest pas dans un premier moment que Ion peut 
porter un jugement sur les causes de ce dezastre affligeant 
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pour tout bon Frangais ; il faut au contraire a empresser 
de repousser la calomnie qui ne respecte ni le malbeur 
ni la cendre des morts. | 
Quant à moi, j ' ẽcoute, j observe, et ne crois pas qu'il 
soit sage de prononcer au milieu des passions. Nous 
partons demain pour le Caire ; nous serons les premiers 
qui annoncerons cette affligeante nouvelle à Bonaparte, 
qui, je Vespere, saura juger sa position, et aupporter 
avec courage ce premier revers de la fortune. J'avoue 
que je ne suis pas aussi tranquille sur Feffet que produira 
cette nouvelle en France. Deja je vois les ennemis de 
Bonaparte, de celui des Directeurs qui est son ami, 
. 
publique. 

Les ceevices panels acroit oublifs, chacun voudrs tn» 
donner le'merite d'avoir pitvu ce qui est arrive. Les 
partis, les factions mal-ẽteintes, se ranimeront, et pro- 
duiront encore dans notre malheureuse patrie de nou- 
veaux déchiremens. 

nn 
le sais, bien contre mon gre ; ma position devient 
chaque jour plus desagreable, puis que, eparẽ de mon 
pays, de tout ce qui m'est cher, je ne prevois pas le 
moment ou je pourrai m'en rapprocher ; cependant rien 
ne me fera trahir, et Famitie et mes devoirs. 
Eprouve une chance malheureuse, c'est pour moi une 
raison de plus de 3. 
d'unir mom sort au sien. 

Ne crois- pas cependant, que je devienne jamais le 
partisan d' aucune faction ; le passe m'a asse Eclaire 


pour me rendre sage, et s'il pouvoit, ce que je suis bien 
loin de penser, ae prẽsenter un ambiticux qui voulut ou 
donner des fers à sa patrie, ou faire tourner les armes 
N 2 
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de ses defenseurs contre la liberté, alors on me verroit 
dans les rangs de ceux qui se presenteroient pour le com- 
dattre. 

Tu vois, ma chere bonne, que je sais prendre mon 
parti, mais je te l avoue bien franchement, je prẽ fẽ rerois 
mille fois etre avec toi et ta fille, retire dans un coin de 
terre, loin de. toutes les passions, de toutes les intrigues, 
et je t'assure que si j'ai le bonheur de retoucher le sol 
de mon pays, ce sera pour ne le quitter jamais. Parmi 
les quarante mille Frangots, qui sont ici, il u en a pas 
quatre qui pensent autre ment. 

Nen de plus triste que la vie que nous menons ici! nous 
manquons de tout. Depuis cinq jours je n'ai pas fermẽ 
Teil; je suis couchẽ sur le carreau ; les mouches, les 
devorent, et vingt fois chaque jour je regrette notre 
charmante Chaum:ere. Je ven prie, ma chere amie, ne 
t'en defais pas. 

Adieu, ma bonne Theresia, les larmes inondent mon 
papier. Les souvenirs les plus doux de ta bonte, de 
notre amour, Fespoir de te retrouver toujours aimable, 
- , — rr fille, soutiennent 
wal Finjormnt 
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Fais donner à ma mere de mes nouvelles. 

Dans mon voyage J'ai fait une perte, M. Bellavoĩne 
le jour de notre depart de Malte s est endormi dans 
quelque cabaret, et nous ne Favons plus vu. J'ai prie 
Regnault de me le renvoyer sil se retrouvoit. 
Minerve est toujours avec moi, il se porte tres-bien. 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 1 


TRANSLATION. 


Rosetta, August 4th. 


— not, my dear girl, if thou hast received any 
of my letters. Since I left France, I have written to 
from Alexandria, We have been here near a week, 
waiting for an opportunity to proceed to Cairo; for it 
is dangerous to ascend the Nile without an escort. In 
our passage we had the good fortune to escape the Eng- 
lish, who are still in these parts. 
Before thou canst receive this letter, the defeat of our 
fleet by the English, will be known in France. We are 
all here in the most dreadful consternation: I can give 
thee no details, because we are not yet fully acquainted 
with them ourselves; what is, unhappily, too well 
known is, that that superb vessel the L' Orient blew up 
during the engagement. Placed on an eminence which 
overlooked the sea, we were witnesses of this horrible 
hours; the English must have suffered greatly. We are 
Still ignorant how many vessels we have lost; and I 
venture to hope that the disastrous reports in circulation 
will not be confirmed. Admiral Brueys was killed, as 
was Ducheyla, and a number of other brave officers. 
It is not in the first moments that we should form a 
judgment on the causes of a calamity so distressing to 
every good Frenchman. On the contrary, we should 
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anxiously endeavour to check that calumny® which nei- 
ther respects misfortune, nor the ashes of the dead. 
With respect to myself, I hear and observe, but do 
not think it either safe or prudent, to pronounce amidst 
the tumult of the passions. We depart to-morrow for 
Cairo, and shall be the first to announce this afflicting 
news to Bonaparte; who I hope will know how to appre- 
ciate his situation, and bear this first reverse of fortune 
with firmness. I frankly declare that I am not quite s0 
tranquil with regard to the effect this news may have in 
France; I see already the enemies of Bonaparte and of 
the Directort his friend, sallying forth from their retreats, 


* We see by this that the unfortunate Brueys was already be- 
come the object of malevolence. It reflects some credit on Tal- 
nen, that he did not join in the cry 50 unjustiy raised against him; 
and, indeed, though we have no great respect for Tallien, whe 
has ever been a man of turbulence and blood, we cannot but con- 
fexs, that this and the following letter, set not only his talents, 

but his social feelings, in a very amiable and respertable light. 
T be cant of patriotism, however, we may be allowed to discre- 

dit. We have heard the ame language from every one of the 
numerous demagogues who have desolated France. The instant 

no bounds: all farther change is deprecated, and, if * an ambi- 
tious chief should arise, they are as determined as Tallien him- 
zelf, to protect her, that is, themselves, against him. They fail, 
however, and make way for others, who, with the same profes- 
Sions of patriotiam, are destroped in their turn,—** and thus the 
wheel of fortune goes around?” 

Tallien's party is now at the head of affairs; this is an excel- 
lent reazon for him to wish to be quiet: the * holy work of in- 
. eee the suc - 

cessful tyrants of the day ; and they hate to be © plagued by the 
bloody instructions which they have taught. 

+ B | 
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Past services will be forgotten, and every one will 
assume the merit of having foreseen what has happened. 
vigorate their mutual rage, and our unhappy country 
will again be torn to pieces by new dissensions!? 
As for me, my love, I am here, as thou knowest, 
much against my will, —my situation every day becomes 
more and more irksome ; since, separated from my 
country, from every thing that is dear to me, I cannot 
foresee the period when I may to rejoin them : 
nothing, however, shall induce me td betray my friend- 
ip and my duty. Bonaparte has experienced a re- 
verse; this is an additional xeason with me, for attach- 
ing myself more firmly to him, and for uniting his fate 
Do not suppose from this, that I can ever become the 
partizan of any faction ; the past has sufficiently en- 
lightened me on the score of prudence ; and if it should 
happen (which I am very far from supposing] that an 
ambitious chief should arise, aiming to enchain his coun- 
try, or to turn the arms of its defenders against its 
| liberty, you should then see me in the ranks of those who 
would stand forward to oppose him. . 
Thou seest, my girl, that I know how to choose my 
party; but I declare to thee, with the most perfect 
openness of heart, that I had rather a thousand times be 
with thee and thy daughter, in some retired corner of 
the world, far from all the passions and all the intrigues 
which agitate mankind ;—and I assure thee, that if I 
ever have the happiness of placing my foot once more 
on the soil of my native land, nothing shall induce me 
to quit it again. Of the forty thousand Frenchmen who 
are here, there are not four whose determination on this 
head is not the same as my own. 
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Nothing can be more melancholy than the life we 
lead here; we are in want of every thing. It is now 
five days since I closed my eyes. I lie on the bare floor ; 
flies, bugs, ants, gnats, musquitoes, insects of every kind 
devour us alive; and twenty times a day I regret our 
charming Chaumiꝭ re. Do not, my love, dispose of it on 
any account. 
Adieu, my best Theresia, t my paper is drenched with 
my tears. The delightful remembrance of thy goodness, 
and thy love, the hope of meeting thee again, still ami- 
able, still faithful, and of embracing my dear daughter, 
are the sole support and stay of the unfortunate 


TaALL1Ex. 


Let my mother know that 1 am well. 
I experienced a loss on our passage. The day we 


left Malta, Bellavoine fell asleep in some tavern, and 


never appeared afterwards. I desired Regnault to for- 
ward him to me, if he should happen to light on him. 
Minerva is still with me, and is very well. 


This is the name which Tallien has given to a house he pos- 
Sesses in the neighbourhood of Paris; and which, like the Thatch- 
ed House in St. James's Street, is any thing but what it professes 
to be. Chanmiere means a thatched hut or cottage. | 

+ His wife, Theresia Cabarrus. 
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| Roxette ce 17 Thermidor, an 6. 
Hu Citeyen Bannas, Membre du Directoire „ 
France, à Paris. 


Dans ma dernizre ange TAlexandric je n'avois, cher 
Directeur, qu'i te parler des succes des armes Republi- 
caines ; aujourdhui ma tiche est bien plus peEnible. Le 
Directoire est sans doute deja informE de Viswue mal- 
Heureuse du combat que notre escadre a eu a soutenir le 
14 de ce mgis contre la flotte Anglaise. 
Pendant plusieures heures nous eumes Vespoir d tre 
vainqueurs, mais lorsque le vaisseau l' Orient efit saute, 
le dẽsordre se mit dans notre escadre: de Faveu mme 
des Anglais, tous nos vaisseaux se sont bien battus; 
_ excadre est presque entiꝭrement dEtruite. Tu me con- 
nois assez pour Etre assuré que je ne me rendrai pas 
Fecho de la calomnie qui semptesse d accueillir les 
bruits les plus absurdes ; j observe et je m abstĩens quant 
a present de prononcer. 5 
Tout le monde est ici dans la consternation; je pars 
demain pour le Caire, porter cette nouvelle à Bonaparte. 
Elle Faffectera d autant plus qu'il devoit moins sy atten- 
dre: il trouvera sans doute en lui les moyens, sinon de 
reparer une perte aussi grande, au moins d'empecher 
que ce desastre ne devienne funeste a l arme qu'il com- 
mande. 
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Quant 5 moi cet EvEnement malheureux m'a rendu 
tout mon courage. J'ai senti que c ẽtoĩt dans ce mo- 
ment on il falloit reunir tous ses efforts, pour triompher 
de tous les obstacles que le sort ou la malveillance nous 
zusciteront. | 

Puisse cette dẽsastreuse nouvelle ne pas produire en 
France de resultats malheureux. Je suis à mon parti- 
culier fort inquiet, mais je m'en rapporte beaucoup au 
Genie de la Republique, qui nous a toujours si bien 


Adieu, mon cher Barras, je t'ecrirai du Caire, ou je 
compte Etre rendu dans 4 jours. 


TALLIEN. 


Pai vu ici ton cousin qui n est pas bien portant. Le 
climat y contribue beaucoup : cependant il y a tres-peu 
de malades dans I'armee, quoique la chaleur soit exces- 
sive et que souvent le soldat soit expose aux privations 
de tout genre. 
Des nouvelles arrivees d' Alexandrie azzurent que 
deux vaisseaux, et deux fregates se sont Echappts. Les 
Anglais sont toujours devant Abouquir : ils paroissent 
avoir extremement soufferts. Une lueur despeErance 
tene encore ; puisse-t-elle se realicer ! . 
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TRANSLATION. 


To Citizen BaRRAS, Member of the Executive Directory 
of France, at Parts. 


In my last, dated from Alexandria, I had only, dear 
Director, to speak to thee of the success of the Republican 
arms. At present, I have a much more painful task. 
The Directory is, doubtless, informed ere this of the 
unfortunate issue of our naval engagement with the 
Englis 9 

During several hours we flattered ourselves with the 
hopes of being victors, but the blowing up of the 
L' Orient, threw the whole squadron into confusion. 
The English themselves allow that all our ships fought 
well ;—many of their vessels are dismasted, but our squa- 
dron is almost totally destroyed. Thou art sufficiently 
acquainted with my disposition to be assured that I shall 
never become the echo of that calumny which is already 
anxiously busicd in giving welcome to the most absurd 
rumours. I hear every thing, and say nothing the 
affair is yet too recent to pronounce on it. | 

Consternation has overwhelmed us all. I get ont to- 
morrow for Cairo, to carry the news to Bonaparte. It 
will shock him so much the more, as he had not the 
least idea of its happening. He will doubtless find 
resources in himself—if not to repair a loss of such 
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magnitude, n « hw pm e Mr fr” 
becoming fatal to the army which he commands. 
With respect to myself, this dreadful event has re- 
$tored me all my courage. I feel that the moment is 
now come when it is indispensably necessary to unite 
all our efforts to enable us to triumph over the numerous 
obstacles which destiny, or malevolence, will not fail to 
Pray Heaven this disastrous news produce no bad 
effect at Paris! I am, I confess, exceedingly uneasy 
about it—though I have still some confidence in the 
Genius of the Republic, who has hitherto 0 constantly 
befriended us. 
Adieu, my dear Barras. I shall write to thee from 
Cairo, where I expect to be in four days. 


Tarxux. 


* I cas at the 
elimate does not agree with him. There are not many 
ek in the army, however; although the heat is exces- 
sive, and the men are exposed to privations of every 
kind. : 

Letters from Alexandria assure us that two gail of the 
line, and two frigates, made their escape. The English 
are mill off Abouquir : they appear to have suffered very 


much. A glimmering of hope still remains: may it not 
vanish like the rem! 
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No. XXVIII. 


Au Duartier giniral & Rezette, 

le 17 Thermider, Pan 6. 

Au Gintral Kriz, Geniral de Division, Aide de 
Camp Loves. 


Mon General, j'arrivai hier matin 7 heures sans le 
moindre EvEnement : au lieu de suivre la flotte nous 
primes le large, ce qui nous reussit parfaitement: 3 
deux heures de la nuit nous passames à la vue Pune fre- 
gate ennemie qui sũrement ne nous appercut pas, ou ne 
daigna pas s occuper de nous. 
Le Général Menou n' toit point encore informs de 
nos malheureux desastres : il m'a temoigne bien de Vin- 
quĩẽtude sur un convoi d'artillerie lẽgere de 11 bouches 
a feu, avec tous leurs attirails, et d une quantite prodi- 
gieuse de munitions de mousqueterie. 
II y ayoit deja longtems que ce convoi avoit EtE ex- 
© pedie pour Farmee, il n'avoit pu passer la barre du 
Nil, il avoit di aller mouiller a Abouquir, on des 
germes devoient le dẽcharger. De toute cette artillerie 
il n'a ẽtẽ dẽbarquẽ que 2 pieces de huit qui sont ici. Le 
reste est exposẽ à etre enlevẽ des ennemia, s ils nen sont 
deja maitres. Le Citoyen Dumanoir pourroit à cet 
ẽgard vous donner quelques renseignements: avec quel- 
ques troupes, on pourroit peut- tre aauver ce Convoi 2 
prẽcĩeux pour Farmee. 


190 COPIES OF 


Je ne sais par quel motif l Amiral Brueys relacha le 
Cherif la veille de Varrivee de Fescadre Anglaise. Pai 
cru que c'<toit par rapport à cet ẽvẽnement. Point du 
tout, il a ẽtẽ envoyẽ ici, il a meme promenẽ quelques 
heures dans la ville pendant Fabsence du General Me- 
nou, qui à son retour le fit mettre à bord d'un aviso ou il 
fut consigne. Je suis bien fache que vous ne m'ayiez 
pas remis tout votre correspondance, pour mettre sous 
les yeux du General en Chef, la conduite plus que sus- 
pecte de ce Cherif. Au reste les raisons principales qui 
vous ont determine a I'cloigner &'Alexandrie me sont 
connues, et je les rendrai au General Bonaparte. 

Les communications du Nil ne sont point encore li- 
velles de Farm&e qui lui ẽtoĩent annoncees, et qui lui 
ꝛont arrivees. Un Adjudant-General venant du Caire 
arrive à Vinstant, il est porteur du detail officiel de la 
marche de notre arme et de ses combats, d'ordres de 
faire rejoindre quelques depots et de systEmes d organi- 
zation pour le pays. Du reste arme est tranquille— 
votre division est & Boulac. Le chef de bataillon Goynẽ 

de la 25* m'a dit qu elle n'&©toit pas tres-contente de votre 
x - et qu elle regrettoit beaucoup que vous n'ayiez 
pas EtE à 5a tète. | pod he 


Le General Menon est en traits de pacification et 
meme d alliance avec quelques Chefs de tribus. II es- 
père convertir 3 lui la tribu qui a sﬆ mal regu le Genẽ- 
ral Damas. Un des Sous-chefs a deja fait la paix, on 
lui assigne un lieu de campement. II vient prendre les 
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ordres du General ; puissent ces conversions s ang 
menter! 

Demain matin je pars avec le Cherif et beaucoup de 
Francais qui sont ici. II nous faut 4 jours pour arriver 
au Caire, autant et peut-etre plus pour le retour a cause 
des vents. Ne comptez donc sur moi, mon General, 
que dans 10 à 12 jours. Je ferai toute diligence possible 


pour vous revoir promptement. J'espEre vous apporter 
de bonnes nouvelles, qui vous tireront d M.. et 


de ses dẽserts, et vous rameneront sur les rives du Nil, 
les Champs Elisees de l' Egypte. 


Lovan. 


Le rapport officiel de la marine sur Ia malheureuse 
journẽe du 14, vient d' etre remis au General Menou. 


— 
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TRANSLATION. 


Head Duarters, Roterta, Aug. 4. 
Hid-de-Camp Lov zx, to Citizen Ktzner, General of 
My General, 
FT axzrved here yesterday morning at 7 o'clock, with- 
out any accident : instead of following the rest of the 
flotilla, we took a good offing—which answered ex- 
tremely well. About two in the morning we were in 
Sight of an English frigate, ® who certainly did not per- 
ceive us, or, at least, did not condescend to take any 
notice of us. 
1221 . 
unhappy deasters. He expressed a great deal of unea- 
ziness to me for the fate of a convoy of light anillery, 
consisting of 11 pieces, with carriages, sponges, &c. 
and a prodigious quantity of musquet cartridges. 
Many days have already elapsed since this convoy was 
from Alexandria. Not being able to get 
over the bar of the Nile, it had come to anchor at 
Aboukir, where every thing was to be put on board the 
light vessels of the country. Nothing, however, has 
| yet been disembarked of all this cannon, ammunition, 
&c. except two cight-pounders. The rest is exposed to 


® This is incorrect. Lord Nelson had no frigate with him at 
this time ; nor, indeed, till two or three days afterwards. 
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the seizure of the enemy, if it is not already in their 

Citizen Dumanoir can give you some in- 
formation on this subject: a detachment of troops may 
not yet be too late, perhaps, to preserve a convoy $0 
necessary to the service. 

I cannot conceive what motive could induce Admiral 
Brueys to set the Cheriff® at liberty, the night of the 
nt. I took it for granted that he had been 
some how or other released by that event—but no such 


thing: he was zent here, I find, and had been walking 


about the town for several hours, during the absence of 


Of this Cheriff we find the following account in a letter from 
Alexandria. Bonaparte endeavoured to gain the confidence 
and friendship of the Cheriff; he decorated him with the tri-co- 
loured scarf, and in every instance paid him the most distin- 
took Allah to witness that he would be grateful. But General 
pondence with the Mameloucs. He therefore ordered him into 
confinement on board the L Orient; from whence he was put on 
Shore a little before the catastrophe. 

The meaning of all this is—that Brueys, who was not in the 
«ecret, thought the innocence of this man a sufficient reason for 
setting him at liberty. We sincerely wish that the rest—(the 
children of the most respectable families, who were barbarously 
torn from their parents, as hostages, by the unfeeling Bonaparte 
“ Bonaparte exigea pour otages, les enfans les plus apparens 

du pays —is the expression of the letter)—may have been 
dismissed at the same time : but we fear they all perishet in the 
explosion of the L'Orient. 

For the rest; this letter confirms the account of the horrid mas- 
Sacre mentioned by Boyer (No. XXII.) “ Tout ce qui resistoir 
* a mordu la poussiere, et nos soldats briilant de venger la mor: 
de leurs compagnons d' armes, ONT 1IMPITOYABLEMENT PASSF 
„ AU FIL DE rr, LES RESTES DES TURCS QUL &'ETOIENST 
*© REFUGIES DANS UNE MOSQUEE.” 


O 
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General Menou : on his return, however, the General 
Sent him on board an advice boat, where he remains in 
eustody. I am very sorry that you did not furnish me 
with the whole of your correspondence, that I might 
: have laid before the Commander in Chief, the more 
than suspicious conduct of this Cheriff. As I am ac- 
quainted, however, with the principal reasons which 
induced you to remove him from Alexandria, I will 
mention them to General Bonaparte. - 
— Our communications by the Nile are not yet quite 
$afe. General Menou is arming an advice boat to take 
me to Cairo. I should have set out to day, but for the 
Adjutant General is this moment arrived from Cairo: 
he brings an official detail of the march of our army, 
and of the combats it has sustained ; orders to some of 
the troops here to join without delay, and systems of 
organization for the country. For the rest, all is tran- 
quil. Your division is at Boulac. The chief of batta- 
lion, Goyne of the 25th, tells me that it is far from 
being pleased with your r - - -, and that it regrets 
exceedingly that you are not at its head. 
The divisions of Desaix and Bon are the only ones 
that seem to have been in action. You see from the 
dispatches that our loss is trifling. 
Cencrel Menon bs about 2 tremy of pacificarion, and 
even of alliance with some of the Chiefs of the tribes. 
He has hopes of bringing over the tribe from which 
General Damas suffered so much. One of the subordi- 
nate Chiefs has already mote peace, and het » pace of 


®* Representative. He means Dugua.—See Damas's letter to 
Kleber, p. 58+ | 
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encampment assigned him. He has just been here to 
know the General's pleasure—would to Heaven these 
conversions may increase ! ® 

To-morrow morning I shall set out with the Cheriff, 
and a great number of our people, who are quartered 
here. It will take us four days to reach Cairo, andperhaps 
as many to return, on account of the winds. Do not, 
therefore, look for me, my dear General, in less than 
ten or twelve days. I will use all possible diligence to 
rejoin you speedily. I hope to be the bearer of good 
news news which will remove you frou Alexandria 


Drowning men will catch at straws. We do not, therefore, 
wonder to sce the sensible Loyer flattering himself with the hopes 
of advantages to be derived from the conversĩons of the Arabs, 
notwithstanding he must have seen their fallaciousness. Bona- 
parte had some time before, not only converted, but even as0- 
ciated thousands of them to his army; $0, at least, he says, and so 
all France repeats after him. And what were the important ad- 
rantages derived from it? Hatred, and immediate desertion.—In 
short, (for we are unwilling to dwell on a subject so obvious to 
every man of common information) every hope of maintaining an 
alliance with auch a people, is more abend than the day-dreams 
of a madman. 

+ Loyer did not come back quite so soon as he expected. It 
took him eleven days, only to reach Bonaparte, whom he met re- 
turning from an unsuccessful attempt to rob the caravan: for 
this we can confidently assure our readers, was the true purport 
of the General's boasted expedition towards Syria. 

He had with him, as he gays himself, mast of the staff officers 
with the divisions of Regnier, Lannes, and Dugua.—All these, 
however, were completely baffled, by the gallantry and skill of 
Ibrahim Bey, and finally compelled to retreat with great loss 
towards Cairo, without accompliching any part of their object ! 
One regiment of grenadiers was nearly cut to pieces So much 
for the conquest of Syria, $0 triumphantly announced, and 60 
gravely commented upon in the opposition papers! | | 

Oa : > 
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and its deserts, to the banks of the Nile—the Elysium 
of Egypt., 


Your devoted Aid-de-Camp, 


- Lover. 


The official dispatches of the marine on the calami- 
tous event of the 2d, have just been remitted to Ge- 
neral Menou. I shall take them with me. 
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No. XXIX. 


Rasette, le 17 Thermidor. 
J. Mzxov, General de Division, au Genc ral KIE IIR. 


Ori malbeur, mon cher General, que celui arrive 
3 notre armẽe navale! Il est affreux : mais il faut 
prendre courage, et Etre encore plus grand que le mal- 
le ferai partir demain matin, votre Aide-de-Camp, 
et le Commissaire sur un aviso pour le Caire. Je rai 
point eu de details d' Aboukir : n'ayant pas de cavalerie, 
je n aĩ pũ envoyer personne par la plaine, & le bogatsch 
est si mauvais, qu'il est d'une difficults extreme à passer. 


| tanes et autres batiments qui portoient de Fartillerie et 
des cartouches, ainsi que d'autres effets necessaires a 
Farmee, je vous prie de me les faire connoltre ; car 
nous en avons un extreme besoin ici, et au Caire. 

Si on pouvoit aussi, sans danger, envoyer ici les 
equipages restẽs a Alexandrie, cela seroit extremement 
utile pour les faire passer au quartier general. 
Au total, mon cher General, donnez-moi de vos 
nouvelles, et de tout ce qui vous intẽ resse, ainsi que des 
debris de notre armee. J'envoie a Alexandrie un cou- 


rier du General en Chef: il vous porte des depeches. 
[ci tout est assez tranquille ; mais il faut veiller ! 
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Jai fait arr&ter ici Coraim, qui avoit ẽtẽ relache de 
dessus l' Orient. Je le ferai partir demain pour le Caire, 
avec bonne et sũre escorte. Ext-il vrai que vous m'en. 
voyez Demui ? Sa troupe me seroit bien utile, si elle 
ne vous Fest pas. Salut et amitiẽ franche, mon cher 


General. De vos nouvelles; de vos nouvelles. 


J. Mznov. 
' TRANSLATION. 
Rosetta, Auguit ad. 


. Mauob,“ General of Divicien, to General Kirbrn. 


War a calamity, my dear General, has hefallen 
our fleet! It is dreadfyl in the extreme: but we must 
take heart, and rise superior to our misfortunes! 

I Shall dispatch your Aide-de-Camp f to-morrow 
morning, together with the Commissary, in an advice - 
boat to Cairo. I have had no details from Aboukir.f 


* Menou was wounded at the attack on Alexandria, and left 
in consequence of it, with the command of Rosetta. The French 
reckon him one of their best officers. 

+ Loyer. See the preceding letter. 

t They must have arrived soon after this letter was finished: 
for Loyer's, which is dated the ame day, xays, they had then reach- 
ed him, and that he was to take them with him to Bonaparte. 
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Not having any cavalry with me, I cannot dispatch a 
messenger over land; and the surf at the mouth of the 
river is $0 violent, that it is with the utmost difficulty 
and danger we can pass it.“ 

1 have still some faint hopes that all is not lost. If 
you have any intelligence of the tartanes, and other 
vessels, which had on board the artillery, cartridges, 
and other necessaries of the army, I beg you to com- 
municate it to me ; for we are in extreme want of them 
all here, and at Cairo. : 
If you could also, without risk, send round the 
baggage of the army, it would be of the greatest con- 
sequence, as it might then be forwarded to head quar- 
ters. 

Finally, my dear General, let me hear from you 
I am axious to know every circumstance relative, as 
well to you, as to the ruins of our fleet. I am about to 
end you a courier, which is just arrived from the Com- 
mander in Chief; he has dispatches for you. Every 
thing is tolerably tranquil here ; but we are obliged to 
keep a good look out! 

I have again arrested Coraim,t who had been released 
on board the L'Orient, and sent on shore. I shall send 
him to Cairo to-morrow under a strong escort. Is it 


* Menou had a considerable number of horse at Roetta, and 
yet he did not think them sufficient to escort a courier to the 
fort of Aboukir, garrisoned by Frenchmen, and not more than 
eight or ten miles from the town! Can our readers wish for a 
more convincing proof of the state of security in which the 
French live in Egypt, or of the complete possession which they 20 
truly declare in their official papers, they now have of the country. 

+ The Cheriff mentioned in Loyer's letter. 
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true that you are thinking of sending me Demui ? His 
troop will be extremely serviceable to me, if you have no 
occasion for it at Alexandria. Health and friendship, 
my dear General. Let me hear from you ; for God's 
Sake, let me hear from you. 


J. Mzxov. 
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No. XXX. 


| Roxette en Egypte, le 17 Thermidor, an 6. 
E. PousSSIELGUE, Contrileur des Dipenses de PArmee 
Orient, et Administrateur General des Finances. | 


„„ ne btn ts 
sanglant et du plus malheureux combat naval qui se soĩt 
donnẽ depuis bien des siecles. Nous n'en savons pas 
n nme 
connoissons sont affreuses. 

L'escadre Frangoise composẽe de 13 vaisseaux de ligne, 
dont un 2 trois ponts de 120 canons, et 3 de 80, ẽtoĩt 
mouillee et emboss&e dans la mauvaise Baye d' Aboukir, 
ou Canope, la seule qui existe sur Ia cote d Egypte. 
Depuis 8 jours il se presentoit souvent des vaisseaux 
et frẽ gates Anglois qui venoient connoitre la position de 
notre escadre, ensorte qu elle $'attendoit à tout moment 
à Etre attaquẽe. De Roxette a Aboukir il n'y a en ligne 
droite que 4 licues et demie; des hauteurs de Rosette 
de ce mois, à 5} heures du soir, nous entendimes des 
coups de canon; c ẽtoĩt le commencement du combat 
Nous montames sur les terrasses des plus hautes maisons, 
| et sur les petites Eminences, et nous distinguames par- 

faitement 10 vaiszeaux Anglois; les autres ne L apper- 


:s du soir, que nous appercumes à la faveur de la 


„ 
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nuit une tres-grande lumicre, qui nous annonca qu'un 
vaisseau briloit. Alors le feu du canon redoubla de 
vitesse; à 10 heures le vaisseau qui bruloit sauta avec 
un bruit Epouvantable, et qui s'entendit a Rosette comme 
on entendit à Paris Fexplosion de Grenelle. A cet ac. 
pendant dix minutes. Entre la vue et Fouie de Fexplosion 
il se passa pour nous deux minutes; le feu reprit et 
dura sans interruption jusqu à trois heures du matin; 
il cessa presqu entièrement jusqu à 5 heures, qu'il reprit 
avec plus de vivacite que jamais. Je me portai sur une 
tour qui est 2 une portee de canon de Roxette, et qu'on 
appelle Abou! Mandeur, de là je vis tres-distinctement la 
bataille. A $ heures du matin j'appergus un vaiszeau 
qui briiloit ; au bout d'une demi-heure je vis tout-a- 
coup sauter en Pair un autre vaisseau qui ne briloit pas 
auparavant; son explosion fut comme celle de la veille. 
Le vaizeau, qui mm, s'Eloignoit de Is che, l feu di- 
1 — qu'on ext 
parvenu à l ẽteindre. 

Pendant ce tems-là les canonnades redoublojent : un 
gros vaissean demate de ses trois mats etoit Echoue à la 
cote; on en voyoit d'autres parmi les escadres qui 


- ftojent pareillement dEmat6s entisrement; mais les 


deux escadres sembloient s etre meldes, et nous ne pou- 
vions distinguer les Anglois des Frangois, ni savoir de 
quel cots Etoit Vavantage. Le feu a conserve toute 22 
vivacite jusqu'a pres de 2 heures apres-midi du 15; 2 
cette heure nous avons vu deux vaizszeaux de ligne ef 
deux frEgates mettre toutes leurs veiles au vent, et 
prendre la route de IE; nous leur reconnames à tous 
4 le pavillon Francois; aucun autre Wissen nc 
bougea, et le feu cessa. 
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Vers 6 heures du soir, je retournai a la tour & Aboul- 
Mandour pour reconnoĩtre la position des escadres; elle 
etoĩt la mene qu'a 2 heures. Les quatre vaisseaux 3 
ju voile ẽtoĩent devant l embouchure du Nil. Nous ne 
savions que conjecturer ; 24 heures s ẽtoĩent Ecoulees 
5ans que personne fut venu nous donner des details, et 
nous ẽtions dans Vimpossibilite de nous en procurer; 
par terre a cause des Arabes qui Etoient rasembles 
entre Rosette et Aboukir ; par mer à cause de la difh- 
cults de sortir de I'embouchure du Nil au Bogasse. 
Tu peux juger de notre impatience, de notre per- 
plexitE. Nous tirions un mauvais augure de ce silence. 
Il fallut encore passer dans cette incertitude la nuit du 15 
au 16. Enfin le 16 au matin, un bateau parti dans la 
mit d'Alexandrie, nous donna quelques details mais 
 ficheux ; il nous dit que des officiers de Veacadre Fran- 
caize qui $'Etoient sauvẽs à Alexandrie dans une cha- 
loupe, avoient rapporte que des le commencement du 
combat I Amiral Brueys avoit recu trojs blessures graves, 
une à la tete et deux au corps, qu'il voulut ester à 52 
place sur le banc de quart, et qu un quatrizme coug de 
canon Vemporta par le miligu du corps, Que le Capi- 
taine de Pavillon Casabianca avoit au meme moment ẽtẽ 
emportẽ d'un coup de canon. QM on S'appercus alors 
aue le feu toit au vaisseau, qu'on n'avoit pu parvenir 3 
Ve teĩndre, et qu'enfin i] avoit sautẽ 3 10 heures du it. 
Ils ajoutoient que notre escadre ẽtoĩt abimẽe et perdue, 
que quatre vaisseaux $'Etoient sauvẽs; mais que le reste 
Je retournai à la tour. Je retrouvai les choses abso- 
lument dans le meme état que la veille, elles 6toient 
telles encore hier soir et ce matin. 
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Voici comme le tout se presentoit à nos yeux en par. 
tant de la tour d' Aboukir, vue à gauche, et suivant 3 
droite de l' horizon. 

Le 1* vaisseau n'a point de mart, et porte pavillun 
Anglois | | ; 

Le 2* et le 3* sont en bon Etat ; on n'en distingue pas 
pas le pavillon. Le 4* a perdu un mit. 

Le 5* en bon Etat, et porte pavillon Anglois. 

Le & a perdu son mat de hune, ce matin on y ElEvoit 
un fock et une voile quarree. 

Le est sans mat de perroquet. 

Le F est rasẽ. 

Le ꝙ est rasẽ, il lui reste son mit de beaupre. 

Le 10% demiate de ses trois mits, ce matin on attachoit 
une voile au mat de beaupre. 

Les 17, 12, et 135 formoient xcegdee dn gomnatli 
on ne comptoit que 7 mats pour ces trois vaĩsseaux. 

Le 14* n'a que son mat de mizaine. | 
Le 15* a perdu ses perroquets de mizaine et d'artimon. 
Le 16 est entièrement ris. 
Le 17 a perdu son perroquet d'artimon. 
Le 18* n'a que le mat de mizaine. | 
Les 19, 26, et le 21* forment un grouppe on Fon ne 
voĩt que quatre mats, et point de perroquets. 

Le 2x est entierement rasẽ et ẽchouẽ; it a pavillon 
Anglois, on travalle 3 le remettre 3 flot et ale miter de 


Voila tout ce que j'ai pu distinguer. Il en resulte 
que les Anglois, quoiqu'ils ayent eu l avantage, ont &te 
extremement mal - traĩtẽs, puisqu'ils n'ont pu poursuivre 
ceux de nos vaisseaux qui sen sont alles le 15. 
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Depuis deux jours tous ces vaisseaux sont dans Vin- 
action, et semblent anẽantis. | 

Ce matin il nous est venu des nouvelles d' Alexandrie 
qui confirment nos pertes. Le Contre Amiral Decrets a 
ẽtẽ tus, ainsi que le Vice-Amiral Blanquet Duchaila. 

Le Tonnant est celui qui $'est battu le dernier. Du- + 


petit Thouars, qui le commandoit, a eu les deux jambes 


emportẽes d'un coup de canon. Les vaisseaux Sauves 


zont le Guillaume Tell, le „ les fregates la 
Diane et la Justice. Ondit c'est FArtemise qui a gautẽ 


It reste encore bien des choses à apprendre de ce 
combat. On dit que l Amĩral Anglois a envoyẽ un par- 
lementaire à Alexandrie, demander qu on rect et qu'on 
Soignat ses blesses qui montent a 1500. II nous rend 
tous nos prisonniers, J'ignore ce qu on decidera. 

Vous recevrez en France des relations officielles de nous 
et des Anglois. J'ignore ce qu elles diront; mais tu peux 
compter sur ce que je t ẽeris, parce que J'ai vs. | 

Communique ma lettre à la Citoyenne Corancez. 


Son fils se dispense par cette raison de lui donner ces 


details; dailleurs je Voccupe à autre chose. Deja il a 
6crit six lettres, et n'en a regu aucune. Je n'ai point 
de nouvelles du Citoyen Mony, que j'ai nomme Agent 
a Demanhour. Derancẽs qui avoit ẽtẽ malade, est bien 


remis, il est avec moi. Martin se porte tres-bien, et 


n'a pas recu un mot de sa famille. J'ai ẽtẽ le seul 
beureux, puisque j'ai eu trois lettres de toi depuis que 
je zuisen Egypte. Il s en est svirement perdu plusieurs, 

Jai fait faire ici mon portrait dessinẽ en profil par un 
habile. artiste, le Citoyen Denon. On le trouve tres- 
ressemblant; mais nous avons tant d'Anglois autour de 
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nous que je nde te l' envoyer, crainte qu'il aille en An. 
glettere, ou au fond de la mer. Je voudrois bien te le 
porter moi-meme. Sois sũre qu'aussit6t que j en aurai 
la permission, que je ne cesseraĩ de solliciter, je partirai. 
Il n'y a pas de fortune qui puisse me retenir. Je con- 


Sentirois à arriver aupres de toi nud comme la main. 
Du reste je me porte 2 merveille. Demain matin je 
pars pour le Caire dans un joli batiment, avec le trẽsor et 
le Payeur General, deux avisos, 250 hommes d'escorte, 
et plus de 40 passagers. J'emporte un superbe cheval 
Alrabe, dont un Cheick m'a fait prẽsent ici. Nous al- 
lohs par le Nil. Adicu, ma bonne petite, aime-moi 
toujours bien, et rappelle-moi au souvenir de ous nos 
amis. Je tembrasse ainsi que mes enfans, Ke. 


PoussiEI Gr. 


TRANSLATION. 


Rosetta, August 4h. 


E. PovssrtLGUE,® Controller of the Expences of the Army 
of the East, and Administrator General of the Finances. 


W. have just been witnesses, my dear girl, of the 
most bloody and unfortunate naval action that has been 


. rere but hav- 


Soni hs ket of ae, r 
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fought for many ages. We do not yet know all the cir- 
cumstances of it, but those that we do know, are hor- 


ndle. | 

The French fleet, compoged of thirteen sail of the 
line, of which one was a three decker of 120 guns, and 
three of 8o, was moored in the incommodious bay of 
Aboukir ; the only station to be found on the coast of 
Egypt. For the last week several English frigates had 
frequently reconnoitred the position of our fleet; 30 
that it was in constant expectation of being attacked. 
From Aboukir to Rosetta, in a straight line, is about 
ten miles; ban the heights of this lutier place 
our ships were plainly discernible. 
The ist of this month, at half after five in the even- 
ing, we heard the report of several guns: this was the 
commencement of the action. We immediately got 
upon the roofs of the highest houses, and on the little 


— ——_—_— 0 


wrrender of that island declares but too plainly. He had, how- 
ever, made himself too obnoxious to the Maltese to think of re- 
where observes, knows how to distinguish, advanced him, in 
return for his eminent services, to the lucrative post in which we 
now find him. 

He is evidently a very able man; and his letter which we now 
lay before the reader, is one of the most surprising instances 
of accuracy of observation, and fidelity of description, that we 
ever remember to have met with. It has been shewn to mainy of 
_ eur officers who were in the engagement; and they unanimously 
evncur in regarding it as a very extraordinary production. 

It should be mentioned to the farther credit of Poussielgue 
that he could at no time have been nearer than seven miles to the 
dens which he 50 correctly and minutely descsibes. 
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exceedingly brisk till a quarter after nine, when we per- 
ceived, by favour of the night, a prodigious light, which 
sufficiently announced to us, that some vessel was in 
flames—at this moment the fire was brisker than ever. 
At ten o'clock, the vessel which was burning, blew up 
with a most tremendous noise, which was heard as 
plainly at Rusetta, as the explosion of Grenelle at Paris. 
a most profound silence, which continued for about ten 
minutes. The time that elapsed between our secing and 
hearing the explosion was two minutes. The firing 
now began again, and continued, without intermission, 
till three in the morning: it then grew very faint till 
five, when it recommenced with more fury than ever. 

I now took my stand on a tower called Aboul-Man- 
dour, about a mile from Rosetta, from whence I had a 
Clear and distinct view of the whole engagement. At 
eight in the morning, I perceived a vessel on fire; about 
half an hour after, another, which did not appear to me 
to have been on fire before, suddenly blew up; its ex- 
plosion was as dreadful as that of the preceding even- 
ing. The vessel which was burning removed further 
from the shore, the flames insensibly diminished, and it 
appeared to us, that the crew had succeeded in extin- 
guishing them altogether. 

During this time, the contest raged with redoubled 
fury : a large vessel, with all her masts carried away, 
got on shore. Several others appeared totally dismast- 
ed; but the two fleets were so intermixed, that we 
could not distinguish whether they were French or Eng- 
lich; nor possibly make out which side had the advan- 
tage. The firing continued as warm as ever, till two in 
the afternoon of the 2d; at which period, two ail of 
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the line, and two frigates, cut their cables, and make 
wail to the eastward with all the canvas they could carry. 
These vessels we clearly distinguished by their colours 
to be French. No other vessel stirred, and the firing 

About six in the evening I returned to the tower of 
Aboul-Mandour, to reconnoitre the pozition of the two 
$quadrons : it was the same as when I left it. The four 
vessels under weigh were off the mouth of the Nile. 
We knew not what to think of it. "Twenty-four hours 
were past, and not a soul arrived to give us any infor- 
mation. To procure any ourselves was impossible ; by 
land, on account of the Arabs, who were assembled be- 
tween Nosetta and Aboukir ; and by sea, on account of 
the difficulty of paning the, bar, and the owell = the 
mouth of the Nile. 
Thou may'st judge of our impatience and perplexity, 
We drew a very unfavourable augury from this silence : 
we were compelled, however, to remain in this state of 
uncertainty, all the night of the ad. Art length, on the 
morning of the 3d, a boat, which had slipped out in 
the night from Alexandria, brought us some details ; 
but of a most melancholy nature. They told us that 
ome officers of the French fleet, who had escaped in a 
thallop to Alexandria, had reported that on after the 
commencement of the action, Admiral Brueys had 2 
ceived three dangerous wounds ; one on the head, and 
two in the body; that he «till persisted in remaining on 


the quarter-deck ; and that a fourth shot had cut him 


„ 


* That which brought General Loyer. See his letter, No. 
XV. 
P 
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_ killed at the same instant, by a cannon ball; that the 
Ship was just then perceived to be on fire; that they 
could not succeed in putting it out; and that sbe had 
finally blown up about ten in the evening. They added, 
that our squadron was defeated and destroyed; that four 
vessels only had escaped ; and that the rest were in 
the enemy's hands. 

I returned to the tower, and found every thing pre. 
cisely as it was the evening before. It was the game 
yesterday, and is still so this morning. 

I now present you with an exact view of the whole 
Scene, as it appeared to us: keeping the tower of Abou. 
+ Lir to the left, and directing our eyes along the horizon, 
to the right. | 

The 188 vessel dizmaxted, carries English colours. 

The 2d and 3d in a good condition, colours not to be 
distinguished. "The 4th has lost a mast. 
The 5th in good condition; has English colours. 
The 6th has lost a top-mast ; this morning she hoisted 
2 gib and aquare 2ail. oh 
The 7th has lost all her top-gallant masts. 

The 8th has all her masts by the board. 

Its gi eas; except her bowvprir, which i. 
ing. 

The 1oth diemssted; this morning a dall was bent is 


The 11th, 12th, and 13th, form a kind of groupe, 
| we can only zee that the three vessels have but seven 
masts between them. 
TAI Os 


The 15th has los her mizen-top, and top-gallaa 
masts. 


The 16th has al her masts by the board. 
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The 17th has lost ber mizen top-gallant. 
OR Ne dos five et lies 


The 19th, 20th, and 215t, form a groupe, with only 


rig her out with jury masts. | 
The 23d in good condition ; has Englizh colours. 

The 24th ditto. This is all that I could distinguish. 

The result is, that though the English are victorious, 

they have been very roughly handled : this is clear, from 

aa 

off on the . 

For twodays, all bes vencls have remained inactive; 
they lie like logs in the water. ; 
This morning intelligence is arrived from Alexan- 

dria, which confirms our losses. Rear Admiral Decres 

is killed, as well Ducheyla. The Tonnant was the lagt 
0 d 

The vessels that escaped are the Guillaume Tell and the 

- - - - -; the frigates are the Diana and the Justice. 

L e ee 

There is much all to be l 

is [to be learned reapecting this 
, a flag of truce to Alexandria, with a request that they 

would receive and take care of the wounded, which 

uno 7, 1996. te the pope = 95 tie 
on not heard answer 
returned. wth w_ * 
You will have in France the official relation gf this 
P>2 
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on what I have written, because it is what I (aw. 

Communicate my letter to the female Citizen Coran- 
eez—this will save her son the trouble of writing; 
Vesides, I have set him about something else. He has 
already written six letters, and has not received an 
answer to any of them. I have heard nothing of Citi- 
zen Mony, whom I have appointed Agent at Deman- 
hour. Derances, who has been ill, is quite recovered ; 
he is with me. Martin is well, he has not received a 
Single line from his family. I am the only fortunate 
person, since I have received three letters from thee 
since I have been in Egypt; many others have un- 
— canto ooc ms 
of our couriers. 

T have had my portrait painte i in profile since I have 
been here, by Citizen Denou, a skilful artist. They 
tell me that it is extremely lIike—but we have 0 many 
English about us, that 1 date not send it, for fear it 
should find its way to England, os to the bottom of the 
22. How happy should I be to bring it to thee myself! 
Be asvured that the moment J can obtain my discharge, 
which I solicit night and day, I will quit this country. 
No fortune in the world shall keep me here. I would 
consent with pleasure to return to thee, as naked as I 
was born. 

For the rect, my health is extremely good. 1 Et out 
in a handsome passage 
. ———— 
two advĩce- boats, an escort of 250 men, and mote than 


40 ene. 1 take with me a fine Arablan'horze, | 


* 
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which a Cheik here made me a present of. We go by 
the Nile. | 

Adieu, my dear little girl, love me always well, and 
remember me to all our friends. I embrace thee ten- 
derly, as well as my children. 


POUSSIELGUE. 
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No. XXXI: 


Alexandrie, 5 Fructides, 
Le Contre Amiral GanTSAUME, au Gral Braun, 
Ministre de la Marine et des Colonies. 
Onion de vous rendre compte du plus sinistre des 


| EvEnemens, c est avec une douleur amere que je m'ac- | 


quitte de ce triste devoir. 


Onze vaisseaux pris, brlũẽs, et perdus pour la France, | 


nos bons cfficiers tus, ou blesses, les cotes de notre 
nouvelle colonie exposes a Vinvasion de Vennemi, tels 
dont les affreux resultats d'un combat naval qui a eu 
lieu dans le nuit du 14 du mois dernier, entre Farmee 
Frangoise et celle Britannique aux ordres du Contre | 
Par Vhabitude que vous avez-eu, Citoyen Ministre, 
dans nos ports, durant le cours de cette guerre, il vous 
gera sans doute facile de juger si dans un escadre armee 
i à la hate que le notre, nous pouvions esperer une | 
bonne composition d'equipage, et trouver dans des | 
hommes, rasxembles au hazard presqu'au moment du 
dEpart, des Matelots et canonniers habiles et experi- 
mentEs. La belle saison cependant, Fattention et les | 
deins des chefs, quelque hazards peut-Ztre, avoient tel- | 
lement seconde cette escadre, qu'elle Etoit paryenue, 


vert, et que la terre ne pouvoit proteger. 


215 
avec son convoi, sans perte ni accident, sur les cbtes 

L'Amiral vous aura sans doute d&ja rendu compte 
qu'à notre arrivee a Alexandvie, nous avions appris 
qu'une escadre Angloise de 14 vaisseaux y avoit paru 
trois jours avant nous. Peut-etre Etoit-il convenable de 
quitter une telle cte ausitot que la descente avoir 
eu lieu; mais attendant les ordres du Général en 
Chef, la presence de notre escadre devant donner une 
force d'opinion incalculable à Varmee de terre, PAmi- 
ral crut ne devoir abandonner ces lieux, et pren- 
dre au contraire, une position stable au mouillage de 
Bequiers. 

Cane rade par te poonimiab aver; Recetce, lui effiale 
les moyens de recevoir les approvisionnemens dont Ves- 
cadre avoit besoin, et de renouveller, quoiqu'avec des 
peines et risques infinies, une partie de 'eau que Vescadre 
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conSommoit journalierement. Une ligne 'embossxagge 


Des funestes avis recus par des neutres, annoncoient 
le retour de Fescadre ennen i: elle a ẽtẽ vue sur Flile 
de Candie, faisant route dans Ouest. La manceuvre de 
cette escadre, qui, supEricure à la notre, ne nous avoit 
point attendu devant Alexandrie, qui retournoit dans 
Ouest, quand nous executions nos operations de de- 
ente, qu'elle auroit peu facilement contrarier, ẽtablit 
malheureusement Iidee qu elle n'avoit pas ordre de nous 
attaquer, et une trop grande et funeste sEcurite. 

Le 2 Thermidor, cependant, deux fregates ennemies 
Etotent venues nous observer, et le 14 à deux heures du 
air, Fescadre ennemi fut a la vue de la notre. Quar- 
torze vaĩsseaux et deux bricks la composoient. Le vent 


Etoit au Nord, joli fraix. Elle s'avance sous toutes ses 
voiles vers le mouillage de Varmee, et annonce le des- 
dein de nous attaquer. 
Les mesures que prit I Amiral en cette occasion, la 
rEsolution de combattre a I'ancre, et enfin, les resultats 
de cette horrible affaire, sont detailles dans un precis des 
faits que je vous adresse ci-joint, et je les ai traces tels 
que je les ai vus dans cette cruelle et trop horrible nuit. 
L'Orient incendi&, ce fut par un hazard que je nose 


comprendre que je m ẽchappie au milieu des flammes, 


et que je fus recu dans un canot qui se trouvoit engage 
sous la voute du vaisseau, et n'ayant pu parvenir à bord 
du vaisseau du General Villeneuve, je me rendis apres 
son depart en ce lieu, d' od j'ai la douleur de vous trans- 
mettre d' aussi tristes details. | 

Le Franklin, le Spartiate, le Tonnant, le Peuple 
Souverain, et le Conquerant ont ẽtẽ pris, amarinẽs, 
mattes avec des mats de hune, et ont fait route avec l'es- 


Le Mercure, V'Heureux, et le Guerrier, ont ẽtẽ in- 
eendĩẽs par V'ennemi. Les deux premĩers avoĩent ẽchouẽs 
pendant le combat, et ẽtoĩent creves quand Vennemi les 
2 amarinẽs. | 

Le Timoleon hors d'etat de mettre à la voile, a &tE 
volontairement jettẽ à la cbte par le Capitaine Trulet, 
et incendic, apres avoir sauvẽ dans ses bateaux, et ceux 
qui luĩ ont ẽtẽ envoyẽs, tout son equipage. 
Les deux frẽgates, VArtemise et la SErieuse ont ẽtẽ 
perdues, sans que Vennemi en put profiter : la premiere 
ete brulee; Vautre coulee. 

Les seules restes de cette deplorable armee se reduisent 


cadre ennemi, qui depuis le 30, a quitte cette cdte, en 
laissant une division de quatre vaisseaux et deux fre- 
gates. 


| 
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donc à la division de fregates, corvettes, et flutes, qui 
ẽtoĩt mouillẽe à Alexandrie, et a celle du General Vil- 
leneuve, qui par une manceuvre hardie, est Echapp&e 3 | 
I'ennemi. Vous verrez par mon precis que cette divi- 
con ext compeate de drun Wine, u de han fob- 
nn le Generevux, la Diane, et 
la Justice. 

Place par mon grade 3 la tete de notre malheureuse 
armee, qui reste en lieu, Amiral Nelson m'a propos 
la remise des blessẽs et autres prisonniers. De concert 
avec le General Kleber, commandant la place, j'ai ac- 
quiesce à cette proposition, et trois-mille-cent prĩson- 
niers, dont 809 blessEs, nous sont parvenus depuis le 17 
Thermidor. by 


Par le moyen de cette communication, nous avons en 


quelques appercus sur toutes nos pertes personnelles: ma 
plume $'arrete en ẽtant oblĩgee a vous tracer ces malbeurs. 
L'Amiral, les Chefs de Division, Casa-Bianca, Theve- 
nan, du Petit Thouars ont peri: ix autres officiers 
gẽreusement blessẽs. Je n'ai pu-jusqu'a ce jour me pro- 
curer un Etat exact des hommes morts et blesses, par 
le refus que m'a fait VAmiral Anglois, d envoyer a terre 
les cammmissaires des vaisseaux pris, avec leurs roles, 
ainsi que vous le verrez par la copie du cartel arrEtE 
dans la rade de Bequiers, pour la remise des prisonniers 
que je joins a cette lettre. | 
tres de toute la cote, et ils interceptent toutes nos com- = 
munications. Les jours derniers, ils ont arrEtE le Che- 
beck, la Fortune, que 'Amiral avoit envoye croiser aur 
Damiette. L'escadre Angloise, ainsi que j'ai cu Vhon- 
neur de vous dire plus haut, est partie, à ce qu'on dit, 
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pour la Sicile, le 30 du mois dernier, et la division 
qu'elle a laisse en station sur les cotes, est compose de 
quatre vaisseaux de 74 et deux fregates. 

Par le soin qu'ont toujours les Anglois de cacher leurs 
pertes intẽ rĩeures, nous n'avons eu aucune donnee cer- 
cependant, que l' Amiral Nelson a ẽtẽ blessẽs dange- 
reusement 2 la tete ; que deux Capitaines ont ẽtẽ tuẽs, 
et on cite enfin, deux vaisseaux, le Majestic, et le Bel- 
lerophon, comme ayant eu 300 hommes hors de combat. 
Dans la disposition on nous sommes, bloques par des 
toyen Ministre, quel sera le parti que nous pourrons 
tirer du foibles moyens maritimes qui restent en ce port; 
mais $i je dois vous dire la verits, telle que je la sens, 
c'est qu apres un aussi grand dẽsastre, je pense qu'il 
n'y a plus que la paix qui puisse consolider Fetablisse . 
ment de notre nouvelle colonie. 1 
2222 et honorable. 


— 


Ganvearms. 
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TRANSLATION. 


Alexandria, Auguzt 238. 
Rear Admiral Gaminavunss General Baux, 
Maier of the Marine, and of the Colonies. 


Citizen Meister, 


Oarrenp to give you an account of the ment fatal of 
disasters, it is with piercing and heart-felt sorrow, that 
I acquit myself of this melancholy part of my duty. 


: * Our last was from a spectator on zhore. We now present 

our readers (and we do it with great satisfaction] with a narra- 
tive of the engagement, from one who was an actor in wy from 
ene who might have zaid with ZEneas, 


—— quzque ip mizerrima vidi, 

Et quorum pars magna fui! 
from Ganteaume, in short, Rear Admiral of the fleet, who was 
on board the Orient during the action—which he dexcribes with 
the precision of a seaman, and the feelings of a patriot. 
These dispatches are addressed to Bruin. They are confiden- 
tial, and such as would certainly have never transpired, but for 
the event which threw them into our hands. If this correspondence 
reach the minister of marine (which we have no doubt but it will) 
he may «till profit by it. We have given it with fidelity. 

We think these two papers give the fullest account of the glo- 
rious event of the firzt of August, that has yet appeared. It 
Should be observed, however, that the letters from our fleet 
were all on board the Leander; and, as we have already ob- 
served, were destroyed by her gallant commander, previous to 
— not, indeed, without a portion of information 
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Eleven sail of the line taken, burnt, and lost for 
France, our best officers killed or wounded, the coasts 
of our new colony laid open to the invasion of the ene- 
my; such are the dreadful results of an engagement 
which took place on the night of the ist instant, be- 
tween our fleet and that of the English under the com- 
mand of Admiral Nelson. 

From the experience which you have had, Citizen 
Minister, in our ports during the course of this war, it 
will doubtless be easy for you to judge, whether the 
crews of a fleet so hastily fitted out as ours, could be 
reasonably expected to be well composed ; and whether 
we could hope to find amongst men collected at random 
28 it were, almost at the very instant of our departure, 
able mariners, and skilful and experienced cannoneers. 
The favourable season, however, the care and attention 
of the officers, and, perhaps, a certain portion of good luck, 
 geconded the progress of the fleet s0 effectually, that, to- 
gether with its convoy, it reached the coast of Egypt 
without any accident whatever. 

The Admiral has most axzredly informed you that 
on our arrival at Alexandria, we learned that an Eng- 
lish squadron of 14 sail had been there three days before 
us. It would have been the most prudent step perhaps, 
to have quitted the coast the moment the descent had been 
effected ; but the Admiral, who waited for the orders * 
of the Commander in Chief (whose army naturally de- 


ea the subject; but still it is flattering to see a brave and able 
officer, (fur uch Ganteaume is,) bearing testimony in his official 

If we wanted any additional proofs of the falsehood of Bona- 
parte, this paper would furnish it. To injure the reputation of 
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rived a great degree of confidence from the presence of 
the squadron) did not think himself justified in quitting 
the const, but took, on the contrary, Can. — 
the anchoring ground of Bequiers. 

This road by its proximity to Rosetta, enabled him to 
receive on board the necessary supplies for the fleet; 
and to replace, though with infinite risks and pains, some 
part of the water that was daily consumed on board. It 
was therefore, unfortunately determined to moor the 
| fleet in one line, in an open situation, and which could 
not be protected from the shore: 

Fatal intelligence received from time to time by neu- 
tral vessels, announced the return of the enemy's squa- 
dron. It had been seen off the Isle of Candia, steering to 
the westward. The conduct of this fleet, which, though 
Superior to ours, had not waited for us before Alexan- 
dria, but made sail to the west, while we were effecting 
our disembarkation, which it might easily have thwarted 
or prevented, unhappily confirmed us in the opinion that 
„rl 22 graeet.e Sos 
and fatal security. 


Brueys, and to renn 
deen (No. III. ), that this unfortunate Admiral detained the fleet 
on the coast of Egypt contrary to his wishes ; and here we have 
Ganteaume, Commander in Chief of all the French Naval forces 
in Egypt, expressly declaring, in direct contradiction to the as- 
ertion, that Brueys ouly remained on the coast because Bonaparte 
would not permit him to depart! 

We have given our opinion on this subject (No. III. J, and 
| id more than enough there to convince the blindest of 
's admirers, that he is deficient in one quality at least, 
of a great man ; but we could not resist the temptation of making 


Assurance doubly sure, and establishing his character beyond 
all poxxibility of future doubt, by the ynzuapected evidence of his 
warmest friend. 


On the 218t of July, however, two of the enemy's 
frigates ® reconnoitred us, and on the 31st, about two 
in the afternoon, their whole fleet hove in sight. It 
was composed of 14 Sail of the line, and two brigs. 
the wind was northerly and rather fresh. They bore 


* Sir John Sinclair, who has taken his ideas of ships in the Me- 
diterranean from flies in a milk-pot, ducks in a pond, or gilt boats 
and streamers in a garden canal, very properly reprehends Mr. 
Pitt for not having made the victory more complete, by causing 
all the ships which were in quest of Lord Nelson, to find him! 
And true it is, that if these two frigates, and two or three more 
vious to the engagement, they might have rendered him some 
service. But the worst is yet tocome: for we can seriously assure 
Sir John, that if these vessels had not perversely found the French 
fleet (for which their captains shall be broke when he is first Lord 
" of the Admiralty) while they were arching for aura, the victory 
would have been as complete as heart could wish, not a vessel, 
not a man would have escaped ! It was these and other frigates 
which afterwards appeared that alarmed the enemy, and occa- 
cioned all thoze meazures of precaution and zecurity we 
find they took; and for which, if Sir John will be pleased to com- 
ö 
zee they had suſſicient time. | 

ns 
very angry with the ships in question. It is thought by many 
that their captains possess full as much nautical skill as Sir John 
Sinclair, and nearly as much promptitude and zeal for the service 
of their country; this we confess, is alas our opinion, and when 
we xe SUCH MEN anxiously and ardently engaged on an clement 
which no human power can controul, and in a service which no 
human abilities can effect at will, we are ready to conclude that 
2omething more than a knowledge of agriculture is required to 
enable us to judge of their merits, and zomething better than an 
„„ WEN TENG as ad- 
nister who employs them ! 
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down with a press of sail on our fleet, and clearly an- 
nounced a design to attack us. 

The measures which the Admiral took on this occa. 
tion, the resolution to engage at anchor, and the results 
of this horrible affair, are detailed in the abstract, & 
which I have subjoined to the present letter; in that, 
I have delineated every circumstance as it appeared to 

The L'Orient took fire. It was by an accident which 
I cannot yet comprehend, that I escaped from the midse 
of the flames, and was taken into a yawl that was lying 
under the ship's counter. Not being able to reach the 
vessel of General Villeneuve, I made for this place, from 
whence I have now the mortification of transmitting 
The Franklin, the Spantiate, the Tonnant, the Peuple 
their top-masts up, and sailed with the enemy's $qua- 
dron, which quitted the coast on the 18th of August 3 
leaving here a small 9 
and two frigates. . 

The Mercure, the Heurcux, and the Guerrier have 

been burnt by the enemy. The two first ran aground 
during the action, and were bulged when they took pos- 
_ pemvion of them. 
The Timoleon, incapable of making her excape, was 
run on shore by Captain Trulet, who set her on fire, 
after putting all the crew either into his own boats, 
220 
fleet. 


| © It follows this letter. 
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 dentroyed, in spire of the enemy's endeavours to pre- 
terve them; the first was burnt, and the other sunk. 
The sole relicks then of this unfortunate armament 
are comprised in the division of frigates, corvets, and 
flates, which are now at Alexandria, and in that of 
General Villeneuve, who, by a bold mancuvre, “ made 
his escape from the enemy. You will xe by my Ab- 
stract, that this latter division is composed of two ships 
of the line and two frigates, —the Guillaume Tell, the 
Genereux, the Diane, and the Justice. 
Placed by my rank at the head of that part of our 
Nelson proposed to me to receive the wounded, and 
other prisoners. In concert with General Kleber, com- 
mandant of the town, I have acquiesced in his proposi- 
tion; and three thousand one hundred prisoners, of 
whom about 8800 are wounded, have been put on shore 
since'the 6th of August. | | | 
V means of this correspondence we have collected 
pen trembles in my hand while, in conformity to my 
duty, I attempt to ize our misfortunes. 
The Admiral, the Chiefs of Division, Casa-Bianca, 
Thevenard, Du Petit Thouars, are killed, and six other 
Superior officers, whose names are subjoined,® danger- 
ously wounded. I have not yet been able to procure an 
exact list of the privates killed and wounded, on account 
of Admiral Nelson's refusing to send me the Commis- 
sarĩes of the captured vessels, with their roles &equrpage. 


®» Genteaume does Villeneuve too much credit: the merit of 
the escape (such as it is) is due to another person. 
f + These names do not appear; they were, probably, omitted 
in the hurry of making up the dispatches. 
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Yince the action the enemy's cruizers are masters of 
the whole coast, and interrupt all our communications. 
The other day they captured the Fortune, a corvet which 
the Admiral had sent to cruize off Damietta. The Eng- 
lish squadron, as I had the honour of mentioning to you 
above, sailed (it is said) for Sicily on the 18th instant. 
The division which is stationed here, consists of four 
Oh zccorntef r care which the Bin 
lish always take to conceal their loss of men, we have 
been able to procure no information on the subject that 
enn be relied on. We are assured, however, that Admi- 
ral Nelson is dangerously wounded in the head, and that 
two captains are killed. We are also told, that two of 
their «hips, the Majentic and the Nil erbe, had each 
150 men killed and wounded. | 
[a the iruation in which we are, blocked up by a ver 


must needs ork the truth, such as it really a appears to 
me, I then say that, after 30 dreadful a disaster, I con- 
CEIVE NOTHING BUT A PEACE CAN CONSOLIDATE 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF OUR NEW COLONY. MAY 
OUR GOVERNORS PROCURE US A SOLID AND no- 


NOURABLE ONE! 


I am, with reapect, | 


| Gauntzaunn. 
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No. XXII. 


 Mexendrie, ts 18 Thermidor. 


Sus i bitch enter ES et celle 


| Britannique, an ordres du Contre Amival Nzusox, et 
dans la Soiree et nuit du 14 au 15 Thermidor, an 6. 


r 
voiles à TO. N. O. Nos vigies les appergurent en mEme tems, 
et en comptèrent success ivement jusqu'à r6. On ne tarde 
pas & reconnoitre ces batiments 232 
compose de 14 vaisseaux, et 2 ichs. 
rr 
r Le vent 
Etoit au nord, joli frais. 
Les beicks „enn avaicas on coder de 
mettre sous vole, et de se lever au vent, pour empecher la 
manceuvre de cette mouche. | 

| I > T0. Ne 
prevenir Parmee qu elle combattra & Pancre, rappeller les 
r à trois 


Les e 
ote rappelleces; un canot de F. Ariemise avoit ete detache 
zur les bancs de Rosette, pour prevenir les transports qui y 
ctoient mouilles, de apparition de Pennemi ; et enfin, les 
fregates et les corvettes avoient eu ordre de werter leurs Equi- 
pages sur les vaisseaux. 

L'escadre ennemi continuoit des avancer sur toutes voiles, 
apres avoir donne un grand tour aum brisans qui bordent 
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Visle : elle avoit tenu le vent diminue de voiles, et annon- 
goit le desscin d'attaquer notre armec. 
aan ts deivate &+ Filed coodt joins 
quelques bombes qui portoient zur les vaisseaux de tete de la 
ligne ennemie. A six heures moins quelques minutes, le 
General avoit fait 1- signal de commencer le combat, et peu 
de tems apres, le deux avant gardes se cannonoient. 
de voĩles, avoient double la tete de notre ligne, et mouillant 
leurs ancres avec le cable par derriere, avoient C long en dra- 
mouilloient à portee de pistolet, de Fautre bord: par cette 
. 
verent envelloppes. 
r 
nceuvre, avoient echoues ; mais Pun d' eux ne tarda pas & 5e 
retirer. SEL e . 
L'attaque et la defense furent extrement vives: tous les 
vaĩsseaux de tete, jusqu à notre matelot derriere, Etoicut pris 
des deux bords, et souvent par la hanche. Dans ce desordre 
et envelloppe d'un nuage continuel de famee, il eut ẽtẽ dif- 
ficile de distinguer les mouvemens de la ligne. 
is conmanement &+ Fhnthen, r 
majors, le commissaire ordonnateur, et un vingtaine de ti- 
moniers ou autres transports se trouvoient gur la dunette, 
oecupces à la mousquetterie. Tous les soldats, les hommes 
memes de la manceuvre ẽtoĩent descendus aux batteries par 
ordre de T Amiral, à celle de douze il manquoit plus de la 
moitie de son Equipage. 
Apres une heure Gaction I» General fut blen 3 la figure 
et & la main, et 6tant dexcendu à la dunette, il fut renverss, 
et tue quelque tems apres.sur le gaillard derriere. 
Oblige de continuer & nous battre des deux bords, on 
avoit abandonne la batterce de douze, mais celles de 24 et 
1 66 Le 
A 
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Franklin et le Tonnant nous paroissoient Etre dans une poꝛi + 


tete, se laissoient deriver en draguant, et prenoĩent divers po- 
sitions autour de nous. Nous par la tete, oblige a 
filer divers fois du cable ou du grelin, pour leur presenter le 
bord, et presque & toucher, avoit deja ẽtẽ demare de tout 
mit, et ne tirant plus, avoit coupe son cable pour se retirer 
du ſeu, mais oblige à nous defendre contre deux autres qui 
nous foudroyoient par la hanche de babord, et de bossoir de 
v vtribord, on avoit ẽtẽ oblige de refiler du cable. 
La defense des batterees de 24 et 36, continuoit avec vi- 
vacite, quand le feu se manifesta sur la dunette par une ex- 
ploszon: nous avions deja eu le feu dans un bateau, et ayant 
fait couper Pancre, nous nous en Etions preservees. Un ha- 
mac et des debris enflammes avoĩent Egalement <te jettes 
I la mer: cette troisid me fois le feu avoit fait dans un in- 
tant des progres rapides et devorans parmi tous les debris 
dont la dunetre <toit couverte. Les pompes d'incendie avoĩent 
tte brisses par les boulets ; les bailles, et les scEaux ren- 
L'ordre de cesser le feu des batteries, pour que tout le 
monde se porte & faire passer de Peau, avoit te donne ; mais 
Pardeur <toit telle que, dans le tumulte, la batterie de 36 
continuoĩt on feu. Quoique tous les officiers ordonnassent 


de faire monter tout le monde en haut, Tincendie avoit fait 


Notre grand mit et celui 223 cd. 
bient6t nous ne vimes plus de salut pour le vaisseau; le feu 
ayant gagne tout le gaillard derriere et mime la batterie de 


douze. | 
| LeCapitaine du vaiszeau, et vom tecond ftoient bless6s de- 
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puis quelque tems. Le General Ganteaume alors donne 
Fordre d' ouvrir les robinets et d abandonner le vaisseau. 

Le feu avoĩt pris a environ dix heures moins un quart, et 
à dix et demie le vaisseau sauta en Fair, quoĩqu on ait eu la 
douvrir les robinets. Partie de Pequipage se 
aura sur les debris, et d'autres y perirent. 

Le combat continua toute la nuit a Farriꝭre garde, et au 
jour nous distinguames que le Guerrier, le Conquerant, le 
Spartiate,  Aquillon, le Peuple Souverain, et le Franklin 
avoient amen et $*Etoient rendus 3 Pennemi ; le T 
demate de tous mats Etoit à queue, son pavillon haut; Heu- 
ren et le Mercure ẽchouẽs furent combattus et forces d a- 
mener dans la matinee ; I Ariemise briiloit à huit heures 
du matin, et la Serieuse Etoit cute par le travers du vais- 
geau de tete. 

Le Guillaume Tell, le Genercuz, le Timoleon, la Diane, et 
la Justice, leurs pavillons haut, se cannonerent avec quelques 
vaisseaux Anglois une partie de la matinee ; mais cette di- 
vigion, & Fexception du e, mit & la voile & 10 ou 11 
heures du matin et poussa au large. | C 

Le Timoleon xe jetta nir lu cdte, et nous avons appris de- 
puis, que le capitaine, apres avoir sauve tout ton Equipage, 
incendia, le 16 au matin, ce vaizxeau pour empecher qu i ne 
devint la proie de Pennemi. 

Tels ont ett les r6zultats de cette horrible affaire, et nous 
les avons tracts tels qu ils ze sont precentes à notre mEmoire, 
n"ayant f „ 


Le Contre eren. 


230 ers on 


ame, ares, 51h. 
Abetract.of the Engagement which took place on the night 
of the firs! of Auguzt, between the French Fleet, and that 
of Great Britain, under the — — 


NzLsox. 


"$5 # "56 ' ' 
? . * . 4 - o . \ 4 y 4 


Ar two in n 
of 12 sail in the W. N. W. Our men on the look out, disco: 
vered them at the same time, and, counted Successively-as 
many as 16. We were not long in, theze yeszels 


recognizing 
e — the line 


| Gal enters to abs wil > vita 9 provet the 
any Fats a few. IRAN: 

for fight ; for announcing the ; of engaging at 

anche nnd rin hen oe 

Ships; were all made at three. 

The long boats employed in watering were also recalled : 
a boat was hastily dispatched from the Artemise to the 
Shoals of Rosetta, to acquaint the transports there with the 
appearance of the enemy; and finally, the frigates and cor - 
vettes were ordered to send as many of their men as possible 
on board the ships of the line. 
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The enemy's Squadron continued to advance with a press 
of sail; after standing off to a considerable distance, to avoid 
tze breakers on the island, “ it hauled its wind, shortened 
gail, and clearly manifested a design to attack us. 

At three quarters after five, the battery on the Kitle inland 
threw some bombs, which fell into the van of the enemy's 
line. At 6, the Admiral threw out the signal for commen- 
cing the engagement, and hortly after, the two headmost 
Ships began firing. 

Several of the enemy's vessels having suddenly shdricned_ 
ail, had turned the head of our line, and " go their 
anchors, with a cable astern, had ranged along side, between | 
us and the land: while others had moored themeelves with- 

in pistol-shot of us, on the other side? By this manceuvre, 
2 car ec, © ths ne a dd 
completely envelloped, and placed between two fires. 
It appeared to us that in executing this maneuvre, two 
of their vessels had run aground: 2 
was immediately got off. f 

11 The 
whole of our van was attacked on both sides, and sometimes 
raked. In this disorder, and involved as we were in conti- 
nul clouds of smoke; it was extremely difficult to distin- 
guish the different movements of the line. 

At the beginning of the action, the admiral, all the supe- 
rior officers, the first commiszary, and about twenty pilots, 
and masters of transports, were on the poop of the hip, j 
employed in zerving the musquetry. All the soldiers, and 
Sailors, were ordered to the guns on the main and lower 
decks : the twelve pounders were not half-manned. -— 
was wounded in the body, and in the hand ; he then came 


* See the Charts. 
+ The FOrient. 
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down from the poop, and a short time after, was killed on 
_ the quarter-deck. - 
Obliged to defend ourselves on both aides, we gave up the 
twelve pounders, but the twenty-fours, and thirty-six's kept 
up their fire with all possible ardour. The Franklin and the 
Tonnant appeared to be in as critical a situation as ourselves. 

The English having utterly destroyed our van,* suffered 
their ships to drift forward, still ranging along our line, and 
taking their different stations around us: while we (MS. il- 
legible) van cut off, were frequently obliged to veer away 
our cable, or our hawser, „% · 00 
Side to the enemy. 


One of their ships, however, which lay cloes to us on the 
starboard side totally dismasted, ceased her fire, and cut her 
cable, od dna dmg eby ood pt edbgad ty 


We take the opportunity of this passage to make a few ob- 

It has been said in the French papers, and repeated in our ears 
Agne ad nanscam, that the fate of the day was undecided when the 
FOrient touk fire; and questions have been gravely put by the 
opposition writers, and still more gravely debated, as to the pro- 
dable consequences of the engagement, if that accident had not 
taken place. 

These patriotic gentlemen, however, may now close their well- 
meant discussions: we have it, happily, in our power to decide 
the question for ever, by such authority, as they neither can nor 
will, we believe, be inclined to dispute. We have the authentic 
and irrefragable testimony of Admiral Ganteaume, that the van 
of the French fleet was in our hands before that event took place: 
and we have, zecondly, Tus FXPRESS AUTHORITY OF Carr. 
Bana r for zying that Six of their ships had «truck before the 
VOrient was perceived to he on firg; end dt not only un, But 
EVERY OTHER OFFICER, WHO WAS IN 4 SITUATION or 
| JUDGING, 15 PERSUADED THAT THE L ORIENT HERSELF HAD 
PREVIOUSLY STRUCE TO THE Barrian Fac! 
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+ dering upon us, on the larboard quarter, and on the star- 


board bow, we were again compelled to heave in some of 
our cable. 

The 36 and 24 pounders were still firing briskly, when an 

explosion took place on the aft of the quarter-deck. We had 
already had a boat on fire ; but we had cut it away, and $0 
_ avoided the danger. We had also thrown a hammock, and 
zome other things, which were in flames, over board, but 
this third time, the fire spread $0 rapidly and instantaneously 
amongst the fragments of every kind, with which the poop 
was incumbered, that all was soon in flames. The fire 
pumps had been dached to pieces by the enemy's balls, and 
the tubs and buckets rendered useless. 
An order was given to cease firing, that all hands might 
be at liberty to bring water; but such was the ardour of the 
moment, that in the tumult, the guns of the main-deck still 
_ the people between decks, aloft, the flames had in a very 
hort time, made a most alarming progress, and we had but 
few means in our power of checking them. 

Our mile end mipom mags were tanks exeried anay 5 cnet 
we yoon Saw that there was no saving the ship; the fire 
time before. General Ganteaume therefore took upon him- 
zelf the command, and ordered the scuttles to be opened, 
and every body to quit the ship. 

The fire broke out about a quarter before ten, and at half 
after ten the ship blew up, although we had taken the pre- 
_ caution to open all the water-courses. Some of the crew 
taved themselves on the wreck ; the rest perished. 
The action continued all the night with the ships in the 
rear, and at break of day, we discovered that the Guerrier, 


we Conquerant, the Spartiate, the Aquillo, the Peuple 
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Souverain, and the Franklin had hauled down their colours, 
and were in the possession of the enemy. The Timoleon, 
with all her masts gone, was dropt astern of the fleet, her 
colours still flying. The Heureux and the Mercure which 
bad run aground were attaked, and obliged to strike in the 
morning. The Artermise was set on fire at 8 o'clock, and 
the Serieuse sunk. 

| The Guillaume Tell, the Genereux, the Timoleon, the 
Diana, and the Justice, with their colours still flying, were 
engaged with some Englich vessels during a part of the morn- 
ing, but this division, with the exception of the Timoleon, 
set their sails, about 11 o'clock, and stood off to ses. 

| The Timolevn ran ashore ; and we have since heard, that 
the Captain, after landing all his men, set her on fire the 


next morning. tb prevent her falling into the hands of the 


enemy. 
Such are the results of this ' korrible affair; and we have 


detailed them as they presented themselves to our memory; 
hot haviog been able to prezerve 2 paper or note of any 


Rear Admiral GanTzavus, 


Rnd. 
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No. I. 


— the Proclamation issued by Bor Ara, in 
22 


I. the name of God, gracious and merciful.—There is no 
God but God; he has no son or associate in his kingdom. 


are only come to rescue the rights of the poor from the 
hands of their tyrants, and that the French adore the $u- 
All men are equal in the eyes of God: understanding, in- 
genuity, and science, alone make a difference between them : 
as the Beys, therefore, do not possess any of these qualities, 
they cannot be worthy to govern the country. 
Yet are they the only possessors of extensive tracts of 
palaces! Have they then received- an exclusive privilege 
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from the Almighty ? If so, let them produce it. But the 
Supreme Being, who is just and merciful towards all man. 
Kind, wills that in future none of the inhabitants of Egypt shall 
be prevented from attaining to the first employments and the 
highest honours.— The Administration, which shall be con- 
ducted by persons of intelligence, talents, and foresight, will 
be productive of happiness and security. The tyranny and 
avarice of the Beys have laid waste Egypt, which was for- 
merly 0 populous and well cultivated. —_ 

The Prench are true Mussulmen. Not long since they 
marched to Rome, and overthrew the Throne of the Pope, 
who excited the Christians against the professors of Islam- 
im (the Mahometan religion). Afterwards they directed 
their course to Malta, and drove out the unbelievers, whe 
imagined they were appointed by God to make war on the 
Mussulmen. - The French have at all times been the true 
and sincere friends of the Ottoman Emperors, and the ene- 
mies of their enemies. May the Empire of the Sultan 
therefore be eternal; but may the Beys of Egypt, our op- 
posers, whose insatiable avarice has continually excited dis- 
obedience and insubordination, be trodden in the dust, and 
annihilated?! 
| Our friendship shall be extended to those of the inhabi- 
tants of Egypt who shall join us, as also to those who shall 
remain in theit dwellings, and observe a striet neutrality ; 
hasten to submit to us; but the dreadful punisbment of 
death awaits those who shall take up arms for the Beys, and 
against us. For then there shall be no deliverance, nor shall 
any trace of them remain. 

Art. 1. All places which shall be three leagues distant 
from the route of the French army, shall send one of their 
principal inhabitants to the French General, to declare that 
they submit, W 
OWENS 
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Art. 2. Every village which shall oppose the French 
army shall be burned to the ground. 

Art. 3- Every village which shall submit to the French, 
$hall hoist the French flag, and that of the Sublime Porte, 
their Ally, whose duration be eternal. 4 

Art. . The Cheiks and principal persons of each town 
and village shall seal up the houses and effects of the Beys, 
and take care that not the smallest article shall be lost. 
Art. 5. The Cheiks, Cadis, and Imans, shall continue to 

exercise their respective functions ; aud put up their prayers, 

and perform the exercise of religious worship in the mosques 
and houses of prayer. All the inhabitants of Egypt Shall 
offer up thanks to the Supreme Being, and ——— 
prayers for the destruction of the Beys. 

May the Supreme God make the glory of the Sultan of 
the Ottomans eternal, pour forth his wrath on the Mame- 


* 


No. II. 


mn eee Member of the National 
Institute, and Commander in Chief, dated on Board 
Lorient, June 22. 5 
_ Soldiers, 

You are going to undertake a conquest, the effects of 
which upon commerce and civilization will be incalculable. 
You will give the English a most sensible blow, which 
will be followed up with their destruction. 


We shall have some fatiguing marches—we shall fight se- 
veral battles—we ahall succeed in all our enterprizes. The 
9 
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The Mamelouc Beys, who favour the English commerce 
exclusively, who have injured our merchants, and who ty- 
rannize over the unhappy inhabitants of the banks of the 
Nile, will no longer exist in a few days after our arrival. 
The people, among whom you are going to live, are Ma. 
hometans. The first article of their faith is, There is no 
other God but God, and Mahomet is his Prophet.“ Do not 
contradict them. Act with them as you did with the Jews 
and with the Italians. Treat their Muftis and their Imans 
with respect, as you did the Rabbis and the Bishops. You 
must act with the same spirit of toleration towards the ce- 
remonies prescribed by the Alcoran, that you did to the Sy- 
nagogues and the Convents, to the religions of Moses and of 
Jesus Christ. 

The Roman legions protected all religions. You will find | 
dere customs which differ from those of Europe; you must 
_ accustom yourselves to them. 

The people among whom we are going trent women dib- 
ferently from us; but in every country he who violates 
them is a monster ! | 

Pillage enriches but a very few men; it dishonours us, it 
destroys our resources, and it renders these people our ene - 
mies, whom it is our interest to have for friends. 
The first city we shall arrive at was built by Alexander, 
and every step we take we Shall meet with objects capable of 


| exciting emulation. 
8 (Signed) Don ar ars. 
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No. III. 


Box Ar AAT, Member of the National Institute, Com- 
* | 


Head Quarters, on Board L'Orient, 24h June: 
Article 1. 


— — FAERIE 

Shall order the Commissaries at war, the Paymaster of the 

Division, an Officer of the Staff, and a Cheik of the country, 

to seal up the public treasures, and the houses and registers 
of the revenue collectors of the Mameloucs. 

2. All the Mameloucs shall be , and brought to 

the head quarters of the army. 

3. All the towns and villages shall be disarmed. 
= All the horses shall be put in requisition, and shall be 
| delivered to the Chiefs of Cavalry Brigades, who shall imme- 
diately cause the soldiers to be mounted; for that purpose 
they carry bridles and Saddles with them. Officers, of what- 
ever rank, are forbidden to take any horses till the 
horses. 

5- All horses fit for the Artillery shall be delivered to 
the Commander of the Artillery of the Division, who will 
have harness and drivers ready. 

6. The camels shall be bired and placed under the direc- 
tion of the Commander of the Artillery. Those which shall 
be taken from the Mamcloucs, or which shall be taken from 
the enemy, Shall be employed in transporting the artillery 
and ammunition, 30 as to diminish as much as possible the 
number of ammunition waggons. There shall be one camel 
in each division, at the disposition of the Officer of Engi- 
neers, to carry the instruments of the Pioneers. | 
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7. Every battalion Shall have two camels to carry their 
baggage. The chief of Brigade and the Quarter Master 
Shall have one camel to carry the military chest and the re. 
gisters of the corps ; but they are not to have camels till the 
Artillery are supplied. 

8. The Commanders of Artillery and of Cavalry shall! 
give receipts to the Commissaries at War for the camels, 
9. The Commissaries at War shall send an account of 
the state of the camels to the Chief Commissary ; the Chief 
of Brigade of Cavalry shall send an account to General Du- 
gua; and the Adjutant-General to the Staff. | 

10. The horses and camels taken from the enemy after 
a battle, and after having killed the person who was on it, 
Shall de paid for in the following proportion; that is to say, 
4 louis d'ors for a horse, and sin for a camel. The General 
of Artillery, and the Quarter-Master-General, shall pay for 
those which are delivered to their respective corps. 

11. When all the Cavalry is mounted, the horses are to 
be sent to General Dugua, and the camels to the park of 
artillery. 

12. Every soldier who shall enter into the houses of the 
inhabitants to steal horses or camels, shall be punished. 


(Signed) Bona. 


By order of the Commander in Chief, 
| Artz. BaunrTwren. 
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No. IV. 


Head Quarters, on Board the L'Orient, Fune 28th, . 
BoxayrarTE, Member of the National Instilute, Com- 
mander in Chief. 

ORDERS. 

Article 1. 
Tz Admiral shall have the police of the coasts, ind the 
ports of the countries which shall be occupied by the army. 
All the regulations which he shall make, and the orders 
which he shall give, shall be put in execution. 

Art. 2. The ports of Malta and Alexandria shall be or- 
gatiized, conformably to the Admiral's regulation, as well 
as those of Corfou and Damietta. 

Art. 3. Citizen Le Roy shall take upon him the office of 
Commiszary at Alexandria ; and Citizen Vavaszeur that of 
Superintendant of the Artillery. 

Art. 4. The Agents of the Administration of the ports 
and roads of the countries occupied by the army, shall cor- 
respond with the Commissary, Le Roy ; from whom they 
Shall immediately receive their orders. 

Art. 3. All the naval stores found in the conquered coun- 
tries hall be secured in the magazines of the different ports. 

Art. 6. All the sailors under thirty years of age shall be 
put in requisition for the fleet. 


(Signed) Bom arazrz. 


A 25 
JauBErT. 
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No. V. 
LIBERTE. EGALITE. | CTarrerrra Yro'rhy, 
2 25 K — — — 
— 6 de la Republique - | This Tana; U. 
ETAT-MA JOR-GENERAL. men.. 
ORDRE DU GENERAL EN 
CHEF. 
ARTICLE PREMIER. 
Dean Far Lats ne O 
II. 11 ＋ les Pretres 
akon Greequee, e diter dans | ni © 1 
——— EC e 
uifs qui voudroient y ẽtablier] E C gates, zcb id, 16 vor Ti K- 


— 


conduite qu ils ont tenue pendant le | «« 

Siege. 
V. Tous les Grecs des Isles de 

Malte et de Gozo, et ceux des De- 


pos d'Ithaque, Corcyre, et de 
Mer-Egee, qui conserveroient des 


relations quelconques avec la Russie, 


seront condamnes à mort. 
VI. Tous les Navires Grecs qui 


sous le Pavillon Russe, xs 


2 
9—— coulẽs bas. 


Pour Copie canforme. 


Le General de Division Chef de | 


PErtat-Major-General, 


Signe ALEXANDRE B8KTHIER. 


Pour Copie conforme. 
Le Général de Division, 
Signe Cna Bor. 


De 'lmprimerie Nationale de 
Corcyre 0 


IV. 0 
_ remerciera les Grecs de la bonne 


Tiragros, 0 . E Rrotard- S. 
Au tiger. 


Flipwror. C of Tyne} The Nee 
vlc, aal Tilas, xai ie Tas Tours 


— iar T4795» avs Te 


3 Ti2s: ara . | 
' Signs BONAPARTE. 


Mzaryaitla 8 
jb Peromns T 


SES WMA p Co Gm 


| Ard rm 1a Toe; Towoygafiar is 


| 


OQO3 3 Fro 


„ F 
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LIBERTA. EGUAGLIANZA. 


ARMATA D'INGHILTERRA. | 
ier Generale di Malta li | 


Al Quartier 

25 Pratile, Anno 6 della Repub- 

lica Francese. 

STATO MAGGIORE GENE. 
RALE. 


ORDINE DEL GENERALE IN 
CAPO. 
Ax ricotro PRI uo. 


V. Tutti i Greci delle Isole di 
Malta, e di Gozo, e quelli dei Di- 
i i d' Itaca, Corcira, e Mar 


* Greci, 
che navigano con Paviglione Russo, 
te $0no 


_ ALzsSaxpRrO BEnTHIER. 
1 2 Divisione, 
| — 8 Sotoscritto CMA nOr. 
Dalla Stamperia Nazionale di 
| Coreira. 
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| (TRANSLATION.) 
LIBERTY. EQUALITY. 


ARMY OF ENGLAND. 
—  — 
2 


Frar-MA OR GENERAL. 


ORDERED BY THE COMMAN- 
DER IN CHIEF. 


HI. Protection shall be granted 


N 


there. 


V. All the Greeks of the Islands 
— Gras 198 GreoeT Gs 
Departments of Ithaca, Corcyra, 
of the Egean Sea, who shall maintain 
any connection whatever with Russia, 
Shall be put to death !!! | 
VI. All the Greek vessels which 
Sail under Russian colours, if they 
fall into the hands of the French, 
Shall be sent to the bottom ! ! ! 


[Signed]! BONAPARTE. 
A true Copy. 5 
The General of Division, and 
Chief of 1 Staff, 2 | 
Signed) ALzxanDar BrnTHIER. 
A true Copy, 
| (Signed) Cuanor., 


From the National Press at Corcyra. 
Ba (Corfou.) 3 | 
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No. VI. 


Head Quarters, on Board the L'Orient, une 2815. 
Box ayarTE, Member of the National Institute. 
ORDERS. 
Article 1. 
Tate ma the thee following Articks rela calely to the 
disposition of the transports, and, therefore, are not trans- 
lated 
Art. 5. All the French sailors on board the transport 
vessels, shall be taken for the service of the fleet. Egyptian 
Sailors shall be taken for the transports. 
Art. 6. All the vessels which shall return to Europe shall 


have no more hands on board than are absolutely necessary, 
eee Wy EO WOE CEE IEEE FO" 


on board the fleet. 
(Signed) Bon ArARTI. 


A true copy. 
IAuszar. 


No. VII. 


Alexandria, Fuly the 6th Year of the Republic 
One and Indivisible, the of the Month of 
Mubarrem, the Year of the Hegira 1213. 


eters. Member of the National Institute, com- 
mander in Chief. 


R 
zulted the French nation, and covered her merchants with 
injuries: the hour of their chactivement is come. 
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For too long a time this rabble of slaves, purchased in 


Caucasus, and in Georgia, has tyrannized over the fairest 


part of the world ; but God, on whom every thing depends, 
has decreed that their empire shall be no more. 
People of Egypt! you will be told that I am come to de- 
stroy your religion: do not believe it. Reply, that I am 
come to restore your rights, to punish usurpators; and, that 
I reverence more than the Mameloucs themselves, God, his 
prophet Mahomet, and the Koran ! 

Tell them that all men are equal before God. Wisdom, 
talents, US FRIED, 62 ths Cty FO GAS IIS GEES 
rence between them. 

Now, what wisdom, what talents, what virtues, have the 


Mameloucs, that they should boast the exclusive posses- 


Sion of every thing that can render life agreeable ? 

If Egypt is their farm, let them shew the lease which God 
has given them of it! But God is just and merciful to the 
people. 

All the Egyptians shall be appointed to all the public si- 
tuations. The most wise, the most intelligent, and the most 
virtuous, shall govern ; and the people shall be happy. 
and a great commerce. What has destroyed them all? 
What! but the avarice, the injustice, and the tyranny of the 
Mameloucs. 

Cacdis, Cheiks, Imans, Tchorbadgis ! tell the people that 
we are the friends of the true Mussulmen. Is it not we, 
who have destroyed the Pope; who said that it was neces- 


sary to make war on Mussulmen! Is it not we, who have 


destroyed the Knights of Malta, be&use these madmen be- 
lieved that it was the good pleasure of God, that they should 
make war on Mussulmen ? Is it not we, who have been in 
all ages the friends of the Grand Seignior, (on whose desires 
be the blessing of God!) and the enemy of his enemies ? 
And, on the contrary, have not the Mameloucs always re- 


— 


246 APPENDIZ. 


volted against the authority of the Grand Seignior, which 
they refuse to recognize at this moment ? 

Thrice happy those who shall be with us! they shall 
prosper in their fortune and their rank. Happy those who 
Shall be neutral! they shall have time to know us tho- 
roughly, and they will range themselves on our side. 

But woe, woe, woe, to those who shall take up arms in 
favour of the Mameloucs, and combat against us! There 
shall be no hope for them: they shall all perish. | 


(Signed) BonayanrTte. 
A true copy. 
__ (Gigned) Benrmnn. 


No. VIII. 
Aga CY the Executive Divectors. 


Head Quarters, Alexandria, July 3d. 
Boxarantz, Member of the National Institute, Com- 
mander in Chief. 


ORDERS. 


Article 1. 


Ac. crude tes td. 
may be, shall be obliged, twenty-four hours after the publi- 


cation of the present Order, to depose, in a place marked 
out by the Commander of the town, all their fire-arms. 
The Muftis, the Imans, and the Cheiks, alone shall be per - 
mitted to keep their arms, and to bear them. 

Art. 2. All the inhabitants of Alexandria, of what na- 
tion soever they may be, shall be obliged to wear the tri- 
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coloured cockade. The Muftis alone shall have the privi- 


lege of wearing a tri-coloured shawl. The Commander in 


Chief, however, reserves to himself the right of granting 
the same favour to such of the Cheiks as shall distinguish 


Art. 3. The troops shall pay military honour to every 
one who, in consequence of the preceding article, shall wear 
2 tri-coloured shawl ; and whenever such persons shall visit 
the superior officer, or any of the constituted authorities, 
they shall be received with all the respect which is due to 
4rt. 4 Foreign Agents, to what power soever they may 
on their terrasses. The Consuls alone shall have the privi- 
. 
Consul OF — 

_ -- The present Order shall be translated, without 
delay, into Arabic, and communicated to the most distin- 


through the town, that every one may be obliged to con- 
nm to it. 


(Signed) Bonaranre. 
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5 No. IX. 
Fagan. } Head Quarters, Cairo, July 27th, 
To Admiral Baveys. 


I SEND you, Citizen Admiral, some dis ad 
whose names are subjoined. You will have the goodness to 
receive them on board one of the ships of the Squadron, and 
2 i, 5 


Health and fraternity. 
Ar Ex. BerTHIER. 
Names if the Mamelouc Prisoners. 

Hassan, Mamelouc. Ibrahim, Mamelouc. 
Hal, id. Murat, id. 
Murat, id. Soliman, id. 
Juseph, id. Hali, id. 
Acmet, id. Mahomet, id. 

No. ; wh 


Head Quarters, on board the L'Orient, Futy 1. 


Bon ara r, Member of the National Institute, Comman- 


der in Chief, to the Commander of the Caravel, at Alez- 
 andria. o 


T.. Beys have loaded our merchants with exactions,; and 
I am come to demand reparation. 

I shall be at Alexandria to-morrow ; but this ought not 
to alarm you. You are a subject of our great friend, the 
Sultan; conduct yeurself accordingly ; but if you commit 
the slightest act of hostility against the French army, I shall 


treat you as an enemy, and you will have no one to blame 


for it but yourself; for such a thing is far from my inten- 
tion, aud from my heart. Yours, 


FINIS. 


Box ATA RTI. 
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